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Commencing * at” Coachwood. Picnic Area, this self-guiding

y hature stroll follows Coachwgod Walk {300m) to Coachwood Pool,
thence Coombadjah Walk (400m) towards Coombadjha Rest Area
and returns along the Blue Gum Walk (400m). You may wish to
pause at Coombadjha Rest Area before completing the circuit via

Blue Gum Walk.




Washpool is an important wilderness national park containing two
large rainforest stands, Viper Scrub in the centre and Willowie Scrub
to the north. Wiilowie Scrub, the larger of the two areas is the largest
undisturbed rainforest area in N.SW. (approx. 3000 ha), and the
largest intact forest of coachwood in the world. ’

The remote wilderness location of Willowie and Viper scrubs
require time, fitness and forward planning to visit. The facility areas
and nature walk at Coombadjha Creek on the southern edge of the
wilderness have been designed with this in mind, to provide a “'mini

-washpool”, allowing visitors to experience many elements of the -
vast rainforest wilderness which stretches 22 kms away to the north.

What is a ralnforest? How is it different from a dry eucalypt forest?
The first thing you will notice is that it is much shadier — almost no
suniight penetrates through the various layers of leaves. Hence the
term ‘closed forest' as opposed to the ‘open forest’ of the eucalypts.
It has a clear understorey.— few shrubs or ferns cover the ground.
The leaves are larger and much softer than the leathery leaves of the
open. forest. Leaves in shade grow larger than those that have.access
to good- light. 1t supports trees much closer together. Although
not all rainforests are in good soil, the nutrients that are there
recycle very quickly. In short, it is very interdependant and very

‘complicated.

This is a warm-temperate rainforest. What does that mean?
Simply, there are relatively few tree species in the canopy, they have
medium to small leaves and slender trunks without buttresses.
Palms are rare and there are no stranglers. Large vines and
epiphytes are present but are not abundant and there are only a few
species. Ferns are common. These warm temperate rainforests
occur on poorer soils at altitudes of 450 to 1200 metres under high
Irainlfall conditions (most of this track is about 800 metres above sea
evel),

Stop 1. The area of Coachwood Picnic Area was once a log dump for
logging operations carried out nearby until 1966. A wildfire burnt
the logged area in 1968. The area that was originally cleared for a
log durnp in the 1960's was again cleared of most of the regrowth in
1984 to establish this facility. Looking across the picnic area you will
- notice low regrowth around the edges — blackwood, black wattle,
banksia, lillypilly, thick-leaved laurel, prickly ash, coachwood,
sassafras and Sydney bluegum. Dieback associated with the earlier
logging and fire, is particularly noticeable an the tall coachwood but
less on the sassafras and crabapple. Because of the high proportion
of coachwood in the forest, it has a more noticeable effect overall.

Stop 2. A feature of rainforest is the layers within. From this point
can be seen some of the large trees — coachwood, sassafras and
jackwood; the smaler trees — lillypilly, thick-leaved laurel,
featherwood and below the track a scrub beefwood; the shrub layer
— walking-stick palms, citriobatus, prickly treefern and pepperbush;
the ground layer — seedlings, spiny matrush and shield fern.
Throughout all of these layers are epiphytes and vines. The
epiphytes are described at stops 4 and 5. Below the track are two
diffe_rednt vines — the white leaved water vine and the jasmine
morinda.
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Stop 3. This corkweod is scarred for
about 6 metres along its side due to a
tree falling against it, or similar logging
damage, in the past. Note the recovery
by wound tissue as the tree actively
tries to join up across the scar.
However, in spite of this, the centre of
the trunk is rotting and the tree will
eventually blow down.

BIRDS NEST FERN \\

Stop 4. Here is a good opportunity to look at
epiphytes and vines. Epiphytes are not parasites
that gain nutrient from their host but use them as
a place to grow. The corkwood is a good base as it
provides a good place to collect spore or seed,
helps trap food and does not shed its bark. There
are ‘sun’ and ‘shade’ epiphytes and some that are
happy in either situation. Note the.'funnel” shape
of some that allows the leaves to collect and
become a miniature compost heap that not only~
provides food but acts as a sponge to collect and -
hold water. Notice that the tree heath is
supporting strap, felt and birds nest ferns as well
as mosses. The large water vine can again be seen.

NEW GROWTH
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Stop 5. Here we can examine lichens on the lillypilly, coachwood and
sassafras. Lichens are interesting because they actually consist of
two different types of plants living in close partnership. The body is a
fungus and the colour comes from an algae. Lichens need moist
conditions for growth, and a rainforest provides almost continuous
moist conditions. Note the different colours of lichens on the
- coachwood as you move aleng the track.

Stop 6. This shows what the clearing at the picnic area was like after
the major disturbance of clearing for log loading. Here, another
major disturbance let a lot of sunlight in. The first stages can be
seen at work in colonising this area as it slowly returns to a ‘closed’
forest. The first colonisers are the bat's wing ferns, then the second
stage colonisers — the Queenstand bramble and the tall nightshade.
These are sun demanding short-lived species. During the third stage
the vines come through and remain, even when the older trees have
matured. During the fourth stage the lillypilly, orange thorn,
coachwood, thick leaved laurel and black wattle persevere. The
tallest of these, the coachwood, eventually outgrows ali the others
(with the possible exception of Sydney bluegum) and also outlives
them for reasons explained at stop 8. '

Stop 7. Here is the second oldest piece of rainforest on the walk.
Possibly due to a cyclonic disturbance 50-100 years ago the area
was severely disturbed and stage three plants still survive. Notice the
tall smooth barked Sydney bluegum that are emergents above the
coachwood canopy. Notice also that they have not regenerated in
spite of possibly millions of seeds falling to the forest floor. The very
old banksias and blackwood do not normally reach this size or age,
but without fire to destroy them they have reached a great size and
age and are now dying out and the longer lived coachwoods are
continuing. :

Stop 8. This old coachwood could
hold the key to the history of this
forest. In higher aititudes and colder
climates, many trees regenerate
from epicormic shocts which lie
dormant beneath the bank. For the
rest of the walk we will refer to this
as coppicing. This tree belongs to a
‘post climax’ rainforest and is much
older than those at stop 7. Let us say
that the space which these trunks
surround Is the long-dead first (?)
generation trunk. Then notice the
old rotten trunk that is about 3mtall =
on the right. This would have - *&=
coppiced off the original, It has now T R et AR

died and there are third generation trunks 20-30cm thick, fourth generation
3-6cm thick and fifth generation still coppicing, awaiting their chance. Note
again the lichens and mosses. As you progress along this walk look for furthe
examples of this regeneration by coppicing. '

A _th:. FOURTH
' THIRD

= SECOND

FIRST

(R



ONEWO

L Wiradie s b

-Stop 9. Using the diagram below, the following plants and associa-
tions can be seen whilst sitting at the picnic-table. Begin,by.looking
_across the clear waters of Coombadjha Creek. On the edge of the
bank, with access to the most moisture, are umbrella ferns and
behind these kingferns. The tree on the right of the diagram is a
prickly ash. Note the plants growing on the branch on the upstream
side of the trunk. A smail birds nest fern has taken root in the fork,
felt ferns and strap ferns are growing on the top of the branch and
dagger orchids are hanging from it. The next tree to the left is a
coachwood. The tree next to it with the bend in the trunk is a brown
possumwood. This tree has a very tiny seed and cannot reproduce in
the rough, leafy forest floor, but usually manages to take root in the
finely textured base of treeferns, in this case the king fern.

Three species of this genus, Quintinia, occur in New Zealand and
others in New Caledonia, confirming our geological and botanical
links with these lands. The low, spreading, leafy trees to the left of
this tree are bonewoods (Acradenia euodiiformis). The only other
species in this genus is the A. franklinge from S.W. Tasmania,
indicating a common origin with this region. Still further to the left
and leaning over the creek is a callicoma with weeping spleenwort
hanging from it taking advantage of the rnoisture.

On this side of the creek, growing aro.nd the picnic table, are
four different trees. The prickly ash with it. smooth grey bark; the
lillypilly with its scaly red-brown bark, the coachwood with its
smooth grey bark with horizontal lines and the brown possumwood
with its wrinkled brown-black bark.

0D ¥ BROWN POSSUMWOOD

COACHWQOD 4 PRICKLY ASH §
g TP AT L i | '
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Stop 10. Epiphytes are plants that grow on trees. Here we have
lithophytes — plants that grow on rocks. The finger-like leaves
belong to the tinger tern, Grammitis billardieri. The leaves on the
jungle filmy fern, Macroglena caudata, are only one cell thick so must
always be wet. Being very careful not to damage any of these
delicate plants, examine the colonisers of this rock and see how
many different ferns, mosses and lichens you can distinguish.

Stop 11. This stop allows us to examine closely brown possumwood
seedlings growing on the trunk of a rough treefern. Also at this stop
is a young corkwood and a young callicoma.

% % SE
Stop 12. Stopping on the track and icoking towards the creek is a
relatively open area with many smaller and younger plants.
Amongst the boulders are fishbone and umbrella ferns and smooth
leaved nettles (without a sting!).-A young callicoma has managed to
grow betow the floodline but has to bend every time it floods. The
tree species in this rainforest drop many thousands of seeds every
year, but only a miniscule amount ever germinate and even less
reach maturity. Observe the seedlings that have germinated —
coachwoods, prickly ash, 1illypilly, bonewood — many of these on a
rotting log. Consider how few, if any, will ever reach maturity.
Observe the larger coachwoods leaning over the creek. These trees
are reaching for more light, as no other species will come up and
compete cut of the bed of the creek. Because these stream-edge
trees live on the edge of a space that is never filled by ist to 4th
stage plants, they therefore take advantage of this extra light by
leaning out and reaching sideways for it.

Also from this stop observe the clear understorey on both
sides of the creek.
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jtop 13. Here is an example of a rec
1p a narrow space in the canopy.
inusually large Banksia. Note the daimage caused to
‘he coachwood and the callicoma in-ghe fall, but both
»f these trees have coppiced and are recovering
juickly. Growing up between the first branches of this
ree is a vine-with an unusual method of climbing. It
vas neither hooks nor tendrils, but its branches form
an acute angle with the stem thus assuming the form
5t an anchor when it grows easily through a space but
sannot return as easily. This is the anchor vine,
Palmeria scandens. The tall, single-stermmed shrub with
the long leaves is the Macleay laurel, a third stage plant
commonly found on the edges of rainforests. The only
other species in this genus is also only found in SW.
Tasmania. The parent rock, rhyodacite, can be clearly
seen in the step material. The darker crystals include
calcium felspars which, when broken down, yieid
essential plant nutrients, not present in the poorer
granites along Dandahra Creek to the south-east.
Another scrub beefwood is marked with a peg. Because
this fall has only made a narrow opening, it will
probably grow up with stage four plants.

This fallen tree exemplifies death, decay and
regeneration in a rainforest. '

top 14.This section of the Bluegum Walk follows an old logging road,
‘0 the former log dump (now Coachwood picnic area).This road was
last used in 1966, so we have an easy way to judge the ages and
growth rates of these plants. The largest, the Sydney bluegum, will
become an emergent. Two shorter-lived third stage trees, callicoma
and banksia, have grown at about one quarter of the rate. Beneath
these, many fourth stage coachwood seedlings are growing. These
will outlive the third stage trees and eventually dominate the fully
developed, mature rainforest. As you walk back to the picnic area,
notice the layers in this section and the large watervines below the

track. I
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Individual species pegged—

A
B -
C
D
E
F
G
H
J
K
L
M
N
0
P
Q
R
S
T
¥
v
W
X

Y

Featherwood
Coachwood
Thick-teaved laurel
Sassafras
Jackwood
Litlypilly
Scrub beefwood .
Corkwood
Walking-stick palm
Tallnightshade
Queensland bramble
Tree heath

Banksia

Sydney bluegum
Blackwood wattle
King fern

Prickly ash

Orange thorn
Callicoma

Brown possumwood
Straw tree fern
Prickly tree fern
Rough tree fern
Macleay laurel

Polyosma cunninghamii
Ceratopetalum apetalum
C ryp!ﬁcﬁria meisnerana
Dorypliara sassafras
Cryptocarya glaucescens
Acmena smithii
Stenocarpus salignus
Caldclwiia paniculosa
Linospadix ionostachyus
Solanum sp.aff.cinereum
Rubus hillii

Trochcarpa laurina
Banksia integrifolia — var.-Compar
Eucalyptus saligna i
Acacia melanoxylon
Todea barbara

Orites excelsa

Citriobatus pauciflorus
Callicoma serratifolia
Quintinia sieberi

Cyathea cooperi

Cyathea leichhardtiona
Cyathea australis
Anopterus mucleayanus
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Mr Martin Frohlich

Acting Secretary

Clarence Environment Centre
PO Box 1073

GRAFTON NSW 2463

b

Dear Mr Frohlich S

Thank you for your letter of 13 November 1950 to Dr Andy \
Turner recommending the nomination of North Washpool to the X
World Heritage list. I understand that you also wrote to the
Australian Heritage Commission on this matter.

I realise the importance placed on the scientific,
conservation and scenic qualities of the area by the
conservation movement. However, the reality of the situation
is that the Commonwealth Government has made it clear that it
"will not proceed with further World Heritage nominations
without the support of the relevant State or Territory
government. In the case of North Washpool the NSW Government
has indicated that it is not prepared to consider recommending
the addition of the area to the existing NSW Rainforest Parks
listing. In the circumstances the preservatlon of this area
remains a matter for the NSW Government.

Yours.sincerely

R J Pegler
A/g First Assistant Secretary
Environment and Conservation Policy Division

L E.../aa

GPO Boy 787, Canberea, ACT, 2001 Telex AA 62960, Facsimile (062) 74 1123, Telephone (062 74 1113



PILOT BAT SURVEY OF NORTH WASHPOOL

H. Parnaby,
Mammal Department, Australian Museum, Sydney

Summary

Nine insectivorous bat species were recorded during a
trapping and netting survey over 3 nights, bringing the total
recorded from North Washpool area to 10 species. Trapping
results are considered to be rich in terms of numbers of
individuals and species. Significant occurences include the
presence of the Golden-tipped Bat and a comparatively large
number of Pipistrelles. A further 7 insectivorous and 2 fruit
bat species are likely to occur in the area.

Background

A preliminary assessment of the bat fauna of North
Washpool using bat traps and mist nets was undertaken during
the three nights of 13-15 December, 1990. Extreme time
constraints limited the scope of this work, however the bat
fauna of this area was so poorly known that this represents a
useful addition to knowledge of the mammal fauna of the area.
This work supplements the vertebrate survey reported by
Gilmore (1990) for the same area.

Trap 8ites

Location and altitude of the eight sites are shown in
Table 1. Forest types at each site are summarised below, taken
from Forestry Commission forest type maps, Washpool 1:25 000
(December 1986) and Malara Creek 1:25 000 (June 1990):

Site 1 - Wet sclerophyll/rainforest ecotone: New England
Blackbutt, Tallowwood/Sydney Blue Gum and Myrtle/Viney
Scrub.

Site 2 - Rainforest: Yellow Carabeen/Crabapple and Coachwood
Crabapple.

Site 3 - Wet sclerophyll/rainforest ecotone: Coachwood
Crabapple; Myrtle/Viney Scrub; and Tallowwood/Sydney Blue
Gum >40m.

Site 4 - Wet sclerophyll/rainforest ecotone: Tallowwood/Sydney
Blue Gum; Myrtle/Viney Scrub.

Site 5 - Rainforest - Myrtle/Viney Scrub.

Site 6 - Dry sclerophyll/ rainforest ecotone: New England
Blackbutt <25m; Yellow Carabeen/Crabapple.

Site 7 - Wet sclerophyll: Tallowwood/Sydney Blue Gum >40m.

Site 8 - Dry sclerophyll: Grey Gum/Grey Ironbark/White
Mahogany.

Bat traps were used at sites 1-7, set for between 1 and 3
consecutive nights. Mist nets were set at site 8 for about 2
hrs following dusk on 15/12/90. Seven nets were set: 3 across
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the dam, 1 along the dam wall, 2 in surrounding vegetation and
1 parallel with the edge of Desert Spur Fire Trail; a total of
380 ft of net.

Species Accounts

Species are discussed below in descending order of total
number of individuals captured. Species and number of
individuals captured at each site are summarised in Table 2.
Registration numbers of voucher specimens lodged in the
Australian Museum are given in brackets. Only the Bentwing Bat
and the Eastern Horseshoe Bat are cave roosting species, the
rest utilise tree hollows.

1. Bentwing Bat Miniopterus schreibersii The majority were
captured in a trap placed over a creek at site 3.

2. Pipistrelle Falsistrellus tasmaniensis Captured at four of
the 6 productive sites. (M23969, M23970).

3. Chocolate Wattled Bat Chalinolobus morio Captured at four
of the six productive sites. (M23961, M23971).

4. Large Forest Eptesicus Eptesicus darlingtoni Captured at
three of the six productive sites. (M23963, M23965)

5. Goulds lLong-eared Bat Nyctophilus gouldi. Trapped in low
numbers as in the survey of Parnaby (1986). Captured in both
dry sclerophyll, wet sclerophyll forest, and rainforest sites.
(M23966, M23968).

6. Eptesicus pumilus This species is frequently trapped in
northeastern NSW but is apparently less commonly encountered
at higher altitudes (Parnaby 1986). This species has not been
reported from caves in northeastern NSW in the course of
extensive research on cave species by P. Dwyer and is thus
presumed to utilse tree hollows. (M23964, M23973).

7. Eastern Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus megaphyllus This species
is normally trapped in low numbers. (M23967).

8. Goulds Wattled Bat cChalinolobus gouldii The two individuals
captured were from site 3., Recorded by Tidemann but not
captured during the extensive survey of Parnaby (1986).
(M23962) .

9. Broadnosed Bat Scotorepens orion Captured only in the lower
elevation dry sclerophyll forest at site 8. (M23972).

Discussion

This survey suggests that the area contains a rich bat
fauna as the trapping results are comparatively high in terms
of number of 1individuals and species captured per site
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compared with the results of an extensive trapping survey of
northeastern New South Wales (Parnaby 1986) using similar (in
some cases identical) traps. Thus mean number of bats captured
per trap night during this survey (excluding results from mist
nets) was 9.0 compared to a range of 0.44 to 7.12 for 14 areas
in northeastern NSW in the bat trapping survey of Parnaby
(1986) .

Although the Pipistrelle is a widely distributed species
in eastern New South Wales, it evidently only occurrs at
higher elevations (above about 700 m) in northeastern NSW
where it was trapped in low numbers (Parnaby 1986). Thus the
high number of Pipistrelles captured during this survey is
significant as it is not a common occurrence.

Gilmore (1990) recorded a specimen of the Golden-tipped
Bat (Phoniscus papuensis) from this area, trapped in
rainforest in a tributary of Desert Creek (altitude 250m).
This represents only the sixth recorded 1locality of this
species from New South Wales, of a total of 16 Australian
localities (Parnaby, unpublished). The status of this
infrequently encountered species is unclear. Either it 1is
unusually adept at avoiding traps and nets (mist net capture
of this species has not been reported), or it is an uncommon
species. This is not due to a lack of trapping effort. For
exanmple, three extensive +trapping studies produced the
following results: Bega region, 3 individuals (Lunney and
Barker 1986); Wattigan State Forest, 1 individual (P. Wiilson,
pers. comm.); and northeast NSW, 1 individual (Parnaby 1986).
Listing of this species on Schedule 12, National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1974, therefor appears justified.

A further seven insectivorous and two flying fox
(Pteropus) species could reasonably be expected from this area
based on the habitat present and their occurrence in adjoining
regions. Tidemann (1981) recorded The Greater Broadnosed Bat
Scoteanax rueppellii, the Little mastiff-bat Mormopterus
norfolkensis, and the Large-footed Bat Myotis adversus from
just south of the survey area. Tidemann (loc. cit.) also
recorded Eptesicus wvulturnus, a species usually found in drier
forest types, from moist rainforest and wet sclerophyll
forest. It is likely that the latter species was E. pumilus, a
species not adequately defined prior to the taxonomic revision
of Kitchener et al. (1987). An additional species, the Large
Pied Bat Chalinolobus dwyeri could also be expected - I have
trapped this species on a dry sclerophyll-wet sclerophyll
ecotone near Lismore (Parnaby 1986). Several other species
known to.forage above the forest canopy and thus less likely
to be captured during surveys are the White-striped Bat
Tadarida australis, and the Yellow-bellied Freetail Bat
Taphozous flaviventris. Thus it is 1likely that the total
number of insectivorous bat species from the area is at least
16. Two flying fox species are also likely to visit the area,
these being the Grey-headed Flying Fox {Pteropus
poliocephalus) and the Litte Red Flying Fox (Pteropus
scapulatus).
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Further surveys of the bat fauna in this region are
required to: a}), nore extensively sample the area,
particularly lower elevations; b) sample the high flying
canopy species and c¢), sample at different seasons to assess
possible seasonal differences in species composition.
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TABLE 1

Location of trap sites: Grid references are for 1:25 000
topographic sheet Malara Creek 9339-I-S; asterisked sites
refer to Washpool Sheet 9339-II-N.

Site Alt Grid Ref. Compartment

1 880m 422685 667 Crabapple Rd TRAP
2 860m 410664 679 01d Ewingar Spur Trail H
3 740m 402658 695 Berry Rd, Creek "
4 840m 381643 695 Berry Rd "
5 850m 404652 688 Ewingar Spur Trail "
6 950m 370642% 695/6 Ridge top "
7 750m 363647 695/67 Unnamed track "
8 340m 428611% N. Park Desert Spur Fire Trail NETS



TABLE 2

Trapping results by species and site.

Traps were used for

sites 1-7, mist nets at site 8. Numbers given are for females,

males. Note: nil captures for site #4 and #7.

# |Date

E.pm

E.dl

c.mr

C.gl

N.gd| M.sc

R.mg

1|14/12
15/12

2114/12
15/12

3 (14712
15/12

4|14712-
16/12

5|15/12
16/12

6|15/12
16/12

7|16/12

8|15/12

im

2t

e
(-

1f

1f

Im
1m

Im

11,11
10,16

1m

24,3
1f

if

1f
1if

2f

1m
1f

im

TOTAL

3

15

16

34
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NOW 1 THEYE HUNT FOR THE GUIIL.'TY
NEFA asks Minister West for Inquiry into sericus misconduct
by senior staff of the Forestry Commission of NSW

North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) co-ordinator Mr John Corkill has
written for the third time to the NSW Government requesting an
Inquiry into serious misconduct by senior officers of the Forestry
Commission of NSW (FCNSW), following the uncovering of significant
evidence during the successful North Washpool legal action.

Mr Corkill, in releasing a copy of the latest NEFA letter, admitted
that the proposed Inquiry could be seen as 'a hunt for the guilty'.

He said that NEFA had written to The Minister for Forests, Mr Garry
West and the Premier, Mr Greiner in November 1990 soon after he
became aware of numerous breaches and unlawful works by FCNSW.

The responses from the Minister (27.11.1990) and the Cabinet
Office, (2.1.1991} on behalf of the Premier advised that it was
considered inappropriate to pursue the allegations while the matter
was under consideration by the Land and Environment Court. Mr Gary
Sturgess, from the Cabinet Office suggested the allegations be
placed before the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC).

Mr Corkill told Mr West in January 1991 that judgement on the
allegations of serious misconduct by FCNSW had never been sought
from the Land and Environment Court. Mr West was told that NEFA had
legal advice that the Court could not investigate or rule on the
allegations and that there was no legal obstacle to him commencing
an Inquiry. However, Mr West refused to reconsider the request.

The allegations of serious misconduct refer to breaches, by senior
officers of the Commission, in the years 1980-1990, of policies,
Management Plans, prescriptions or conditions made under the much
criticised pre-WWI Forestry Act, 1916. Under this Act, there are
no oppeortunities for third party enforcement of law, such as is
available under s5.123 of the EPA Act.

"These allegations are of such a serious nature that they cannot
be 'swept under the carpet'. Those responsible for 10 years of
illegal logging and roadworks must be brought to account, and the
Forestry Commission's curious corporate culture which permitted,
then 'covered up' the breaches must be exposed," Mr Corkill said.

"We've seen thousands of lawabiding citizens arrested for
protesting at the Commission's mad plans for logging and branded
with criminal convictions as a result - yet public officals who've
abused the public's trust and plundered the states' public forests
have remained unindicted. Some have even been promoted to very
senior positions. This crazy situation must be halted and real
public accountability instituted. Mr West must act now," he said.
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NEFA alleges that the Commission has unlawfully:

*

logged rainforest despite the express exclusion of rainforest
in North Washpool from the 1980 EIS:

misled Cabinet in its consideration of the North Washpool
wilderness dedication recommended by NPWS;

breached its Management Plans by

* logging rainforest adjacent to roads in contravention of
prescription 2.3.4.1(x);

* logging sub-tropical rainforest at greater than the
prescribed 50 per cent canopy retention prescription;

failed to comply with its policies by:
% logging rainforest without preparing harvesting plans;

* not enforcing the Standard Erosion Mitigation Conditions
(SEMC) adopted as Commission policy to protect soil:;

* ignoring its Wildlife Policy by not identifying rare
endangered or sensitive species, and taking their habitat
requirements inteo account in management practices;

breached s.45 of the Forestry Act, 1916, by recording 'false
information' on the history of unlawful works:;

'covered up' breaches of prescriptions and conditions by later
amending the Casino West Management Plan to permit the logging
of rainforest buffer strips to continue:

'closed the forest' to the public to facilitate their unlawful
work and caused the arrest and prosecution of protestors who
were seeking to enforce the EPA Act, 1979,

Mr Corkill said that an independent inquiry should:

ascertain whether the Commission's policies and codes have
been lawfully complied with;

identify any FCNSW staff and/or licencees who have trans-
gressed and investigate the reasons behind their actions: and

make findings and recommendations to prevent such occurrences
from happening again.

NEFA rejected an Inquiry into 'breaches of discipline' under the

Public_Sector Management Act, 1988 because this inquiry would
report to the Commissioner for Forests. FOREST REPORTER understands
that Dr Drielsma may be an affected party in any inquiry.



v

-3-

Mr Corkill said NEFA had no evidence that the many breaches of the
Commission's policies and codes amounted to corruption. As such,
it was inappropriate to place these allegations before the
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC). He said that if
an independent ingquiry uncovered corrupt conduct; the evidence,
findings and recommendations could then be forwarded to ICAC.

Mr Corkill said that the fight to protect the extra-ordinary
natural values of North Washpool, within a secure reserve, still
had a long way to go.

"Through this case we've shown how the Forestry Commission
mismanages. the states forests, but ultimately we've only gained two
years respite while an EIS is prepared. FCNSW still wants to log!

"NEFA will continue to campaign to have North Washpool gazetted as
a wilderness and listed on the World Heritage Register as an
addition to the World Heritage Washpool National Park," he said.

"Then, any Plan of Management must take into account the promised
dedication of part of North Washpool as an aboriginal place under
the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 and the protection of
important sites identified by the Baryulgil aboriginal community.

Footnote: the North Washpool court action has been discontinued

because the Commission and Mr Corkill reached an unprecedented out
of court agreement to achieve the goals the court action sought.

The Forestry Commission of NSW has agreed to:

* prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) in accordance
with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979:

* rehabilitate and conserve disturbed rainforest and soils: and

* pay Mr Corkill's legal costs for his enforcement of the law.



Chaelundi State
Forest Blockade

Lismore. The Foresry Commission of
NSW - (FCNSW), with the Greiner
Government's connivance, appears intent
on dcvastaling a unique stand of ‘'old
growth' forest which supports the highest
density of arboreal (tree P(:mg) mammals
and endangered owls known in Australia,
The proposed logging in the Chaclundi
State Forest is to provide prime
Tallowwood, on an unsustainable basis
and at bargain basement prices, for cross
arms on power poles!

A blockade was instigated by the North
East Forest Alliance (NEFA) on 8th April,
1991 when the FCNSW announced their
inteation 0 commence roading and log-
ging: Barricades have been installed and
have been attended by up to 50 people.
Many others are on standby, waiting to
join the blockade when required.

So far, the FCNSW and the loggers
have been kept at bay, and no attempt has
been made to storm the barricades. . .

Within compartments 180, 198 and 200,
the following rare and endangered ani-
mals, listed on Schedule 12 of the National
Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 are known/

expected to occur: Powerful, Masked and

Sooty Owls, Spotted Tail Quoll,
Feathertail Glider, Koala,  Beech Skink,
Campet Python, Glossy Black Cockatoo,
White-throated

Needletail, Cicadabird, White's Thrush,
Crested Shrike-tit, Rufous Fantail, Long-
nosed Potoroo, Fletcher's Frog- and the
Hastings River Mouse, a mammal in
imminent danger of extinction.

The 3 Compartments now proposed for
logging total 561 hectares and are part of a
7.000 hectare old growth stand, one of the
largest old growth forests left in NSW,
which is in turn part of the exiensive Guy
Fawkes wildemess area, identificd as long
ago as 1976. It is immediately adjacent to
the Guy Fawkes River Nanonal Park
which forms the centre of the wilderness.

The National Parks and Wildlife
Service is still completing its assessment
of wilderness values under the Wildemess
Act, ‘1987 and will report to the Minister
for the Environment by March 1992
NEFA believes that the area to be devas-
tated has the highest conservation value of
the entire wilderness.

If not prevented, logging will pre-empt
and impair any consideration of wildemess
protection by the NSW Cabinet.

In March 1990, the NEFA was forced to

establish a blockade to stop the FCNSW
illegally roading and logging the arca. The
protesters told the police that they were
there to uphold the law and it was the
Forestry Commission who were breaking
it by not preparing an environmental
impact statement (EIS) as required by the
Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act, 1979,

Despite this warmning to FCNSW and the
police, 13 protesters were arresied before
an injunction W restrain the Commission
wias  obtaingd from the Land and
Environment Court. The  Forestry
Commission was forced 10 admit 1o the
Court that an EIS was required, after wast-
ing thousands of dollars of. taxpayers'
money.

The protesters' stance was further vindi-
cated .when those appealing their convic-
tions in the Local Court had their appeals
upheld and convictions quashed by
Grafton District Court on 5.3.1991, on thc
grounds that the Forestry Commission
closed the forest o facilitate an unlawful
act: logging and roading without an EIS,

The Commission prepared a thoroughly

inadequate EIS in November 1990 which -

purported 1o meet the Requirements of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act, 1979. Submissions by NEFA and oth-

-ers exposed the manifest problems with

the EIS so the FCNSW undertook a few
additional studies then compiled its Report
on the EIS. The report, made under clause
64 of the EPA Regs, forms part of the EIS

Pproper. : o

r'oggme of the problems identified were
addressed, though poorly, and the
Commission decided to proceed with log:-
ging, (was the result ever in doubt?),

NEFA is examining its legal options but is -

unable to proceed with a further court
action at this time.

NEFA considers it reprehensible that
the NSW Government is refusing to take
any further action to protect this priceless
national asset or to bring the Forestry
Commission under control following the

exposure of their incompetent and anti- -

quated management in the PAC Report.
Chaelundi is in the Dorrigo Forestry
District and is located 50 kms north west
of Dorrigo on the NSW North Coast.
The Chaelundi State Forest dispute is
only one of many which have continued
unresolved in the state's north east between

- the Forestry Commission and the North

East Forest Alliance for some time.

AGENDA FOR

REFORM

As a model for reform the following pro-
gram for the NSW Forestry Commission
has been devised. Legislative change and
new financial and forest custodial arrange-
ments will be necessary, covering several
existing bodies and Acts.

1 The NSW Forestry Act and administra-
tion of the NSW forests be transformed to
give primacy to:

. * conservation goals through environ-

ment protection plans;
* transition plans for transfemng timber
getting currently based on native forests to
plantations; -

* transfer of lands to the National Parks
and Wildlife Service;

-

* improved methods of public paruc:pa-
tion in the management of native forests.

2 The Commission shall be charged with
transferring timber getting operations from
native forests to pine and hardwood planta-
tions as expeditously as possible by the
development of transition plans and -
finance assistance denved from its revenue

surplus.
3' The Commission shall be directly
involved in the management of native

forests in private hands by the develop—
ment of management plans and imposition

_of environmental standards at least eguiva-

lent to its own.

4 The Commission shall ensure the effi-
cient use of timber and arrangements to
achieve this, in the forest and the mill, will

" be reflected in timber supply agreements

and hcenccs

‘5 The commission shall charge royalties ‘

that reflect the real costs of tmber - from
the state's native forests and plantations.

6 The environmental standards used by
the Commission to control logging, guide-
lings in the preparation of management
plans, public involvement and research
will be subject independent review by the
proposed Envircnment Protection
Authority and open for public debate and
sc:enuf ic comment.

7 'Where native forests are logged they
will be done so on an environmentally sus-
tainable basis that ensures the retention of
species diversity and habitat to ensure the

" continuation of ali flora and fauna for all

time.
8 Third party rights shall be afforded in

" the Forest and other relevant Acts, to allow

the restraint or remedy of a breach of the
Forestry Act or environmental regulations
by any person or group of persons,
whether incorporated or unincorporated.

9 “Management plans, environmental and
logging codes and agreements or licences
to supply timber ‘shall be publicly
reviewed every 5 years and be supplied to
any person free of charge, upon request.

10 The native forest lands controlled by

the NSW Forestry Commission shall be

vested in a Forest Conservation council,

which shall decide which forest will be

allocated to timber production and under

what logging regimes. It shall commission

independent scientific advice as the con-

servation of forest communities and envi-

ronmentally sustained- yields in NSW and -
provide lands for dedication as national

parks and nature reserves.



CONCLUSIONS

There is much 10 do in a short time. Our
socicly which no doubt wanls the native
forests protected and planttions 0 be the
basis of the timber industry, needs to tumn
its attention to changing the guts of the for-
est conirol system. A transformation of
Forestry Commissions will go a long way
to achicving this and at the end of the day
we will have a native forest-estate and for-
est products sector of which we can all be

HUNT FOR
THE GUILTY

NEFA ASKS MINISTER
WEST FOR INQUIRY
INTO SERIOUS

MISCONDUCT BY
SENIOR STAFF OF THE
FORESTRY COMMISSION
OF NSW

North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) co-
ordinator Mr. John Corkill has written for
the third time to the NSW Government
requesting an Inquiry into serious miscon-
duct by senior officers of the Forestry
Commission of NSW (FCNSW), follow-
ing the uncovering of significant evidence
during the successful North Washpool
legal action.

* Mr Corkill, in releasing a copy of the latest
NEFA letter, admitted that the proposed
Inquiry could be seen as_'a hunt for the

guilty'.

He said that NEFA had written to The
Minister for Forests, Mr Garry West and
the Premier, Mr Greiner in November
1990 soon after he became aware of

numerous breaches and unlawful works by

FCNSW.

The responses from the Minister
(27.11.1990) and the Cabinet ~Office,
(2.1.1991) - on -behalf of the Premicr
advised that it was considered inappropri-
ate to pursue the allegations while the mal-
ter was under consideration by the Land
and Environment Courtt Mr Gary
Sturgess, from the Cabinet Office sug-
gested the allegations be placed before the
' Independent Commission Against Corrup-
tion (ICAC). :

" Mr Corkill told Mr West in January 1991
that judgement on the allegations of seri-
ous misconduct by FCNSW had never
been sought from the Land and
Environment Court. Mr West was told that
NEFA had legal advice that the Court
could not investigate or rule on the allega-
tions and that there was no legal obstacle
to him commencing an Inquiry. However,

Mr West refused to reconsider the request.

The allegations of serious misconduct refer
10 brcaches, by senior officers of the

Commission, in the ycars 1980-1990, of -

policics, Management Plans, prescriptions
or conditions made under the much criti-
cised pre-WWI Forestry Act, 1916. Under
this Act, there arc no opportunities for
third party enforcement of law, such as is
available under 5.123 of the Environment

~ Planning and Assessment Act.

"These allegations are of such a serious
nature that they cannot be 'swept under the
carpet’. Those responsible for 10 years of

illegal logging and roadworks must be °

brought to account, and the Forestry
Commission's curious corporate culture
which pemitted, then 'covered up' the
breaches must be exposed,” Mr rkill
said.

"We've secn thousands of law abiding citi-
zens  arrested  for  protesting  at ' the
Commission's mad plans for logging and

branded with criminal convictions as a:

result - yet public officals who've abused
the public’s trust and plundered the states'
public forests have remained unindicted.
Some have even been promoted to very
senior positions. This crazy situation must
be halted and real public accountability
instituted. Mr West must act now,” he said.

NEFA allegés that the Commnssxon has
unlawfully:

. * logged rainforest iicspnc the express

exclusion of rainforest in North Washpool
from the 1980 EIS;

* misled Cabinet in its consideration of
the North Washpool wildemess dedication
recommended by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS);

* breached its Managemem Plans by :

1" logging rainforest adjacent to roads in
contravention of prescription 2.3.4.1(x);

2 logging sub-tropical rainforest at greater
than the prescribed 50 per cent canopy
retention prescription;

* failed 1o comply with its policies by:

1 ]oggmg rainforest without prepanng har- -

vestmg plans;

2 " not enforcing the Standard Erosion
Mitigation Conditions (SEMC) adopted as
Commission policy to protect soil;

3 ignoring its Wildlife Policy by not iden-
tifying rare, endangered -or sensitive spe-
cies, and taking their habitat requirements
into account in management practices;

* breached 5.45 of the Forestry Act, 1916,
by recording 'false information' on the his-
tory of unlawful works;

* ‘covered up' breaches of prescriptions
and conditions by later amending the

t2

Casino West Management Plan to permit
the logging of rainforest buffcr strips o
continuc;

* ‘closed the forest' to the public to facili-
tate their unlawfulwork and caused the
arrest and prosecution of proiesiors who-
were sccking to enforce the EPA Act,
1979.

Mr Corkill said that an independent
inquiry should:

- ascertain whether the Commission's pol-

. icies and codes have been lawfully com-

plied with;

- identify any FCNSW staff and/or licen-
cees who have transgressed and investigate
the reasons behind their actions; and

- make findings and recommendations to-
prevent such occurrences from happening

agam

NEFA rejected an Inquiry into ‘breaches of
discipline’ under the Public Sector

Management Act, 1988 because  this

inquiry would report 1o the Commissioner
for Forests, Dr H. Drielsma. FOREST
REPORTER understands that Dr Drielsma
may be an affected party in any inquiry.

Mr Corkill said NEFA had no evidence
that the many breaches of the Com-

mission's policies and codes amounted to -

corruption. As such, it was inappropriate
1o place these allegations before the Inde-
pendent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC). He said that if an independent
inquiry uncovered corrupt conduct; the

*

evidence, findings and recommendations

could then be forwarded o ICAC.

‘Mr Corkill said that the fight to protect the

extraordinary natural values of North
Washpool, within a secure reserve, still
had a long way to go.

"Through this case we've shown how the
Forestry Commission mismanages the
states forests, but ultimately we've only
gained two years respite while an EIS is
prepared. FCNSW still wants to log!

"NEFA will continue to campaign to have
North Washpool gazetted as a wilderess
and listed on the World Heritage Register
as an addition to the World Heritage
Washpool National Park,” he said.

"Then, any Plan of Management must take
- into account the promised dedication of

part of North Washpool as an Aboriginal
place under the National Parks and
Wildlife Act, 1974 and the protection of
important sites identified by the Baryulgil
Aboriginal community.

Footnote: the North Washpool court action -

has been discontinued because the
Commission and NEFA reached an

“unprecedented out of court agreement to

achieve the goals the court action sought.



' NATURE CONSERVATION NEWS -

In 1982 the southern area

of the Washpool wilderness
was dedicated as a Naticnal
Park, while the area to the
north was amitted'as a

concession to logging in-
terests. Since then conser-

vationists have fought to

have North Washpool added
to the National Park. Late
last year, John Corkill
succeeded in having an in-
junction - granted against
the Forestry Comuission,

halting all logging untll
the case hearing in April.

 UPDATE

many people ate,
drank, slept or partied
their way through the
Christmas holidays, the
North Washpool court :case
was being feverlshly
prepared in order to meet
the Land and Environment
Court timetable for a 3
week trial cammencing on
March 25, 1991.

While

However, ifollow:i.ng :
filing of affidavits from
expert withesses and

receipt of legal advice
fram their QC, the Forestry
Commission agreed . to
prepare an EIS for the
Washpool and Billilimbra
State Forests, though they
have made no.admissions to
the legal action's claims.

* While

the '

NORTH WASHPOOL
legal case- and campalgn update

This ‘announcement came
after 18 months of requests

from NEFA and six months of -

legal action. In this time,
repeated denials that a new
EIS was required, were made
by - the Coamission,

Causley, " and the new
Minister, Mr Garry West.

This agreement to prepare
an EIS effectively under-
mined the original basis of

the case, and avoided the

Court's judgement as to the
legality of the operations
since 1980. We are told
that the EIS will be com-
menced in 2 years time.

pleased to - have
received the pramise of an
EIS, NEFA was not content

- to allow the question cof

the legality of the Cammis-

sion's past operations in-

North Washpool rest there.
Neither were we happy to
allow the Camission to
avoid the ]udgement of the
Court.

- It was always intended to

seek Court orders ensuring
that the Forestry Cammis-
sion carry out rehabili-
tation and
works for the disturbed
areas of North Washpool, in
corder to maintain (as much
as is possible) the natural
values of the forests, and

‘to mitigate any further

impact on the environment
resulting fraom earlier
roadworks and harvesting.

the
previous Minister, Mr Ian

-rehabilitation

stabilization

John Corkill

Consequently, followihg
discussion with legal coun-
sel and a disturbance

ecologist, the original ap-
plication was amended - to
seek the Court's deter-

‘mination of the legality of

the work to date, and an
order that - rehabilitative
works be undertaken.

'In the brief hearing- ef
this amended applicaticn,

before Mr Justice Noel Hem-
ming on 15th February, the
Camission indicated that
it may consent to ‘under-
taking same rehabilitation
works, again avoiding the-
need to involve the Court..

Following a conference bet-
ween NEFA's barrister and
the Cammission's QC, the
Comnission now seeks to
have the matter wholly set-
tled out of court, by
reaching agreement on the
works .
proposed by NEFA's expert

advisers.

In early March, an inspéc—

-tion of North Washpool will

be undertaken by NEFA's
experts before an on-site
meeting with the Camission .
is held. This meeting and a
further conference in Syd-
ney between NEFR and the
Camnission may resolve all
outstanding issues, preven-
ting the need for a trial.

While disappointed in not
being able to have the
Court make a finding about
the legality of the work,

Page 5 - March 1991
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" NEFA believes that an out
of court agreement would
see the case resolved more
quickly and cheaply than
otherwise and would enable
rehabilitation works to
commence immediately with a
budget unaffected by major
ocourt costs.

A settlement would also
allow NEFA co-ordinators

John Corkill and Dailan.

Pugh, who are .applicant and

adviser for the case, to.

concentrate on other court
actions against the Camis-
sion and on ~ increased
pelitical -. lobbying and
liaison work.

Of course, if agreement

. hegotiaticns,

cannot be reached in
insist the matter is heard
by the Land and Envircrment
Court in the week commen-
cing 8.4.1991 already al-

- located to the North Wash-

pool hearing.

The Forestry Commission's
startling turn-around on
this case, after such
vehement assertions that it
had already done an ade-
quate EIS, certainly smacks

of political intervention

in the run up to an early
staté election, but may
have been provoked by no

- more than the provision of

good
last!).

legal advice {(at

NEFA will -

Subsequently, NEFA  has
referred the sworn evidence
of its -expert -witnesses,
which testify to the unique

_natural values of the area,

to the Australian Heritage .
Camnission (AHC) to support
a 1983 nomination for
National Estate listing and

‘a recent ncmination for

World Heritage listing.

NEFA is also requesting

‘that the Minister for the

Environment, Tim Moore,
take crucial new evidence

. discovered and generated by
- the legal case, to the NSW

Cabinet to reconsider North
Washpool's dedication as a
wilderness' addition to the
Washpool National Park.

'steff news

The faces have changed at NCC, bat -

they're still nice faces.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
PROJECT PUBLICATIONS

Water Pollution: Environmental Education Yrs 9-12 $15
~ Over 100 pages of activities - simple experiments

On most days you'll find Sandra and
myself (wo)manning the fort. Sandra
Heilpern is the Executive Officer (and
she keeps the Executive on their toes
too!}. My name is Kate Cramond and I am
the Pro;ect Offlcer and general rous-
tabout

On not so predictable days you 11 find:
Jules Pearce, intrepid book-keeper;

Matthew Baird, Env1ronmental Liasion Of~

ficer

(Matthew replaced Peter Wright, who I
think got sick of banging his head on
doorways! ) ; .

Kim Brebach, Fundraising/ Admin Officer
(who'd better watch his head also);

And. then there's our indispensible
volunteers, Ziggy and Margaret. .

Randy Cooper, Information Officer, jetted
. off to sunny Melbourne -in January, and

Doris, our typist is on 6 months leave to -

travel the Trans—Siberian.

to cross word puzzles,
Greening of Schools: Annotated Bibliography $7
Recycling in Schools: Annotated Bibliography 35

Cost-Benefit Amilysis . 310
An explanation of cost-benefit analysis using the
Harbour Tunnel as a case study,

Environmental Impact Statements: A reader - $10
A sampling of articles on the Envuomnmla]
Iinpact Assessment process.

.Fr-__----_----_--1

o: The Environmental Education Project, Institute
Bl.uldmg HO3, Umve:rsuy of Sydney, NSW 2006. I

Please send me the fol]owmg (cheque enclosed):

[ 1 Water Pollution: Environmental Education Years 9-12
[ 1Greening of Schools: An Annotated Bibliography

[ 1Recycling in Schools: An Annotated Blblxography

[ } Cost-Benefit Analysis

{ ] Environmental Impact Statemems A Reader

N

ame: Phone:

Address:

r—

---------------J
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NATURE CONSERVATION NEWS

ﬂhspec1es of
W animals and
plants-in NsW
may soon face
eXxtinction.
Australla has the worst
. record for mammal
tinctions. in the world.

What  is NSW doing about

this?

In 1988 the Liberal Party
made a pre-election camit-
Iment to ‘introduce legis-
lation protecting
threatened species in NSW.

* Tim Moore, Minister for the
Envircnment  commissioned
the National . Parks and
Wildlife Service to prepare
a discussion paper on a
Threatened Species Conser-
vation Act for NSW. Since
then the Government has
repeatedly promised the
imminent release of . the
discussion paper.

The controversial  NPWS
paper is now complete.

In the proposed
legislation, the presence
of any threatened species

(not just endangered) would-

require initjation of
species and habitat protec-
tive measures, as well as

species recovery plans. The
legislation has the poten- °

tial to be very powerful.

" The NPWS paper was
presented recently by Tim
Moore to Cabinet, and has

" met with very strong op-

p051t10n

The paper, instead of being.

released for discussion,
has.been suppressed.

eX-

act now!

Instead the Govermment has -

now decided to back away
from the issue of legis-
lation in NSW, claiming
that the issue should be
resolved at Federal levels
flrst

ThlS face—-saving manoeuvre
in effect puts NSW legis-
lation near campletion on
hold for an indefinite
t.une : -

Pam Allan is riow planning
to introduce Labour's

prop'osed version of . the
Threatened Species Act late
in the Autumn session ‘of

Parliament.  This .Bill is
based on the NPWS paper,

with amendments by Labour

and the Threatened Spec:.es
Network.

The Threatened Species Net-
work in NSW has approached
all NSW MP's individually
to-find out whether they
support the introduction of
legislation. The Network

" believes that the bill has

bipertisa.n support:

Write to your local member
and find out -if they sup-
port the bill. If not - why
not?!! They need to -be
aware that the public wants
to protect NSW's threatened

- plants and. animals as a

p riority__ .

A 'Day of 'Action for

Threatened Species' will be

Jincluding NCC,

The Network:

The Naticnal Threatened
Species Network was  set up
in 1990 to co-ordinate and -
lobby for the protection of
threatened  species ® in
Australia. The NSW Network
coordinator, Scnia Mellor,
with support from several
environment groups
“has- been
campaigning vigorously for
state threatened species

leglslatlon since then.

held outside of- Parliament
House on Thursday 2lst
March, highlighting the im-
portance. of  threatened
species legislation, the

-ongoing loss of species,

and the need for action.

As a lead up to the Day of -
Action, an  information

stall will be set up two

days a week in Martin

Place. The purpose of the

stall 'is to make people

aware of the importance of

legislation' and give out

general - information about

threatened species.

Please cane along on the
2lst of March. Make sure
everyone knows that our
Govermment is not prepared
tc ACT to save NSW's
threatened species.

If you need more :Lnfor-
mation, contact me at NCC

- (247 4206), or Scnia Mellor

at TEC (241 1438).
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water pricing and environ-
mentally safe water supply
and waste management sys-

tems would generate many March 16 Environmental Defender's Office
value-added " activities in ' Forestry Reform Seminar:
the public and private sec- _ "Towards a new forestry act for NSW"
tors. ' - :
All® candidates in the March 23 Nature Conservation Council of NSW
- forthcoming NSW elections Seminar: :
- should be strongly urged to. _ ~ "Urban Bushland in Western Sydney"
support the above policies. ' : : :
a - BApril </-14 ‘Heritage Week
. Judy Messer April 19-21 NSW Forest Summit Meeting
(Chairperson) : L oo
Penny Figgis j . . :
(Vice -Chairperson) June 5 World Environment Day
. Nikki Mortier R . S .
(Hon. Treasurer) : . (for details please contact NCC)
Peter Prineas 8 ' : ' <
(Hon. Secretary) ' ‘
Paul Adam

Shelley Burgin
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Geoff Lambert Editor: Kate Cramond
Roger Lembit z, . Hon. Editor: Peter Prineas .
Peter Maslen gie= Ndvertising: Kate Cramond

Carcn Morrison
Anne Reeves
Vincent Serventy
Margaret Setter

Phone: (02) 247 4206

Gay Spies
- Fay Sutton
Nature c_onaer_vjat.i‘on COuncil of NSW o postage
NSW Envircnment Centre ) Australia
39 George St ‘ .
Sydney 2000. '

Registered by Australia Post
Publication No. NBH3047 L .




Nature Conservation Council of NSW

Environment Centre of_NSW

NATURE CONSERVATION?NEWS

-published by the

Is Sydney's Air

Caron Morrison

Numercus requests from en-

" vironmental groups, members

of the public, goverrnment
departments and the media
have forced the Minister
for Planning, Mr David Hay
toc release an 1mportant
report on Sydney's air
quality.

. The work detailed in | the

report was camissioned by
the NSW Department of Plan-
ning and the Federal

- Department of Transport and
" Communications, and carried

ocut jeointly by researchers
from CSIRO and Macgquarie
University. ST

The recommendations
contained in the report
need to be accepted and

adopted by the  NsW.

Government as a matter of
urgency because the en-
virormental integrity of

Sydney is at risk. The

credibility of - the

Gevernment will be at stake

if planned develcpments in
the region are allowed to
proceed without a detailed
investigation " of the en-

virommental impacts.

Same information contaj_ned
in the report follows:

.. Ozone gas is the prin-

fit

, 39 George St,

The Rocks 2000

to breathe?

ciple. camponent of photo-

chemical smog.

The data previously

.‘l_;JL.ﬂ;)llShed by the NSW State

Pollution Control Camnis-
sion
timates the  clrrent
severity of photochemical

smog in the Sydney region.

There are  gross
def1c1enc1e_s in knowledge
of . the causes and
distribution of  photo-
chemical smog in Sydney.

In - the absence of
further pollution controls,

. urban growth during the

next 20 years is set to
give rises of up to 50% in
western Sydney ozone con-
centratlons :

. The capacity of the
Hawkesbury Basin to accan-
modate pollution emissions
is less
eastern sectors
Sydney Airshed.

of the

. On current pfojections;

it - is- likely that haze

levels in western Sydney
will increase, degrading
the visual amenity of the
area. During air pollution

. episodes. in the moming,
_the layer of haze close to

seriously underes<

than- that of.

the ground will beccme more

“opaque and in the afterncon

increasingly the sky may
appear white rather than
blue.

Reference:-

Pilot Study: 'Evaluation of
air quality issues for the
development of - Macarthur
South and South Creek Val-
ley regions of Sydney.'
December

‘Final  report,
1990, Robert Hyde (Ma-
cquarie Uni.), Graham.

Johnson (CSIRO Div. of Coal

. and Energy Technology) .

Available fram NSW Dept
Planning. Cost $12.

FAC Inquiry NPWS

The Public Accounts Commit-
tee is conducting an in-
quiry into the National
Parks and Wildlife Service
activities, including the
efficiency of its leasing
system, its licensing and
fees structure.

Public. sutmissions are in-
vited fram the community.

Please respond_!

Page 1 - March 1991
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WATER, WASTE

and ecological sustainability

Ecclogical sustainability
is clearly the necessary
precondition for .a sus-
tainable economy over the

long *term. Since the early.

1970's the Nature Conser-
- vation Council's policies
" have called for less and
more efficient use of NSW's
natural resourcés, for
waste . control at.
source, and for re-use and

recycling in preference to -

end-of-pipe/stack/landfill
solutions.. -

_However, the conversion of
a whole society-to ecologi-

" cally sustaihable practices
is a very camplex process.
"It requires govermment to
set mandatory targets for
pollution reduction and
natural resource conser-
vation. - It will be
obstructed by various
"interest groups unless the
camunity as a whole is

kept fully informed and is

allowed to play a pro-ac-
tive role in envircrmental
~decision-making.

The management of NSW water
resources and industrial
and sewerage wastes
illustrates the choices
confronting decision-makers
and the cammunity.

Water Pricing _
- The demand for water will
-increase so long as State
and . Federal Government

policies pramote population

.growth  in.
region,
expansion of Warragamba Dam
or a new one at Welc

- Reef. Either solution will

the . Sydney

the -

- gardens, -
-and car washing.

The public

resulting in the .

have major impacts on the
enviromment and the  tax-
payers.
undesirable scenario, water
conservation and re-use is
still a virtual non-event

- in the Sydney region.

This is because water is

underpriced. Domestic con-

sumers are subsidised by
industry. This results- in

the profligate use of high

quality drinking water for

Industry
and camerce alsc use this
high quality water.

The Nature Conservation
Council believes that the
price of water should be
raised to a level that will
discourage  inappropriate

‘usage of drinking . quallty

water while encouraging on-
site 'water harvesting' and
re-use systems. Cross sub-
sidies should be abolished.
Reduced water usage should
be rewarded .

Sewage .

Sewage disposal is an up-
remitting problem for all
camunities, but
contaminated by = toxic
substances creates extra
environmental, management
and financial problems.

" has rightly
focussed on the causal role
of industry and govermnment.
However, the domestic cam-
munity- has done little to
reduce its contribution of

toxics, plastics, and
nutrients such as
phosphorus .

In spite .of this

swimning pools, -

' sewage

Judy Messer, Chairperson

This means that while the -
sewage fram 23 inland
plants can be canposted,

mach ~ of Sydney's sludge-
cannot be applied to the
land without restriction,

Incineration and . co-
generation would merely
shift the polluted sludge-

effects fram the ocean or -
land to the air, and pol-

luted liquid effluent still
goes into the rivers and

- oCean.

The Nature Conservation
Council calls for:

** . no discharge of liquid
-wastes to wetlands, creeks,.

rivers or the ocean if harm
will result to human health
or - natural- ecosystems
(based on Class 'O standard
of the Clean Waters Act).
**  gludge discharge into
the . ocean from Bondi,’
Malabar, and North Head to
cease by 1992;

**  no new ocean outfalls,
or ex15tmg of f-shore out—
falls ‘extensions to deep—
water outfalls;

Xk no mcmeration or co-
generation of sludge con- -
taminated by toxic
substances

**  the preferred use of
sludge for campost and fer-
tilizer pr_oductiOn.

Throughout the world,
vironmental .waste manage-
ment is creating new in-

dustries and jobs.
Australia is at the leading
edge with same  tech-
nologies.

(Continued p.8)
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5 years
of road-
.works on
the North
Coast

caron Morrison

In December 1990 I rep-
resented the
Conser-vation Council at

the Road Traffic:
Authority's North Coast
Road Network presen-

tation in Coffs Harbour.

After two days of dis-

cussions relating to
their major works
program, the following

-list of . projects planned

Nature

1 Highway deviation a1 O'Sullivan’s Gap north of Buladelah.
2 Four lanas batwesn Wang Wauk and Bundacres Creek from
Failtord 1o Purflest, including bridges ovar Talewahl and
" Bungwehl Creeks.
Investigate by-pass from Coopernook to Moorland
Heron's Creek Daviation near Port Macquarie,

- Deviation south of Macksville, nesr Eungai and Allgomera.
Briddge and-approaches al Watt Creak, near Nambucca.
Deviation st Rateigh, including biidge over Ballinger River.

¢ Four lane carrisgeway on approaches to Cols Harbour,

10 Duplicate Newports Creek Sridge at Cotis Harbour.

11 Duplicate Pinabrush Creek Bridgs.

12 Replaca old concrete road between Graton and Maclean.

13 Bridge ovet Clarence River a1 Moraro.

14 Widen Dunbible Creck Bridge and approaches, south of
Murwillumbah,

15 Chinderah by-pass, incluging new biidge at Barneys Point.

t6  Reconstruction from Tea Gardens turnol 1o Waterhale Gap,

3
4
‘s Deviation al Chri_slmns Creek, nonh of Kempsay.
]
7
a

Croki to Figtres, Haslings River to Telegraph Point and °

Clybucca to Eungai. .
17 Provide regularly spaced overtaking tanes |hrough6u! the
enlire length of the Highway.

TOWN BYPASSES.

24 Repair collapsad road near Mi. Seaview.

. 25 Provide Special lay-bys s scenic lookouts and ovartaking

spots los.slow vehicles
BUCKETT'S way
26 Bridge over rail line al Gloucester

27 New Bridge at Kundibakh Craek.

CCEAN DRVE, PORT MACQUARIE

26  Reconstruct selected sections,

SOUTH WEST ROCKS ROAD

29 HReplace Coopers Bridge near Jerseyviile,

TAREE TO WINGHAM

30  Replace bridge over Graat Nerthemn Railway et Taree West.

GWYDIA HIGHWAY

31 Mainiain & good standard two lane road.

BRUXNER HIGHWAY

32 Ballina cutling and investigate Alstonville by-pass

33 Widening to four lanes at Goonellabah, and a1 Union Straet,
South Lismore.

SUMMERLAND WAY

. 34 New Bridges and approachas at Myall and Fawcatts Creak

35 Raisa road across Deep Creek floodway.
36 Reconsiruct selected sachom mcludmg thasa north of
Kyagie.

. 37 Investigate alfternative route ko Brisbane.
18 Taree $24.0M LISMORE/BANGALOW ROAD
19  Bangaiow $10.5M 38 Overtaking lanes at Spiingvale MHill and investigale
20 Chinderah- $40.0M " deviations st Binna Buirs and Nashua.
21 TweedHesds  $29.0M RALEIGH TG EBOR ROAD
22 Cowper SS.OM 39 Aeconstru¢l selected sections such as those wesl of
OXLEY HIGHWAY Dortigo.
23 Aeconstruction from Port Macquarie 1o Wauchopa
individual works and.would Greenhouse policies and

for the next five years was
put forward.

I am not familiar with the

appreciate any information
affected groups could

provide. As it is unlikely

the projects are compatible

initiativeés,; the RTA should
ke forced to investigate
the wider impacts of: each
upgrade accordingly.

environmental impact of the with Federal and State

To help you write effectively for the environment.
-To show that writing can often make the difference.
To iet you meet people who are writing successfully.
To present many models of environmental writing.

To reasstire you that others too have writing problems.

X X X X ¥

Sponsored by Sutherland Shire Writing Group and Sydney’s Total Environment Centre,
COURSE of four Tuesday evenings, 7.00 - 9.30pm, 16/23/30 April, 7 May.
CLAS8 limited to 60; divided into 6 groups of 10 each.
OOORDINATOR R.D. (Bob) Walshe, author of Better Writing, Clearer Thinking and other
books, with long experience as writer, editor, environmentalist.
Q08T $30.00 for the full course. Payable in advance. Send cheque to 'Writing for the
Environment', ¢/- Sutherland Entertairment Centre, 6 Eton St, Sutherland NSW 2232.
QMDUCTED in the Rainbow Room, Sutherland Environment Centre

1. Writing: Important in Every Campaign. Tuesday 16th April
Speaker: Bernie Clarke, President Botany Bay PPC; Shire Citizen of the Year 1991.

2. Effective Letter Writing. Tuesday 23rd April ’
Speaker: Peter Prineas, Fommer Director of the National Parks Assoc1at10n
Editor 'Environmental Newsletter Currently private secretary to Ted Mad{ MHR.

3. Effective Articles, Releases, Brochures, etc. Tuesday, 30th Apr:l.l
Speaker: Gordon sh.ruhb Secretary of Gerroa Protection Society: 'How a Desktop
Campaign Won a Major Battle

4. How to Proceed From Here. Tuesday, 7th May
Speaker: Milo Dunphy, birector, Total Enviromment Centre.

: {If you have any enquiries, ring Coordinator Bob Walshe on 521-7592.) e
L - -
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Nationa}‘ForeSt Summitf

1991

'A radical change has hap-

pened in the campaigns to
save the native forests in
Australia.

adopted until now has been

The approach"

The primary gbal in the
national strategy 1is to
stop: logging in all high

conservation forests
(including rainforests and
old growth forests)

rather fragmented and has . -

had varying degrees of suc-
cess. Conservationists

have been, by and .large, -

focussing on specific areas
of forest, such 'as the
South-East of NSW, or Wash-
pool, or River Red Gums
along the Murray, while in
other states there have
been similar campaigns to
save the Daintree, the Tas-
rmanian forests and the huge
hardwood forests of Westemn
Australia.

Last month, almost 40
conservationists from- five
states across Australia and

the ACT, met to develop a -

national strategy for the
protection of the remaining
high conservation forests
in this country.

The major aim of this sum-
mit was to pool the
knowledge base, experiences
and energies of forest cam-
paigners, and to develop a
common strategy which would
lead to a co-ordinated ap-
proach ‘on the national
level, while alsc forming
the basis for community
action at the local level.

At the end meeting, the
strong nucleus of a nation-
al forest strategy emerged.

It was agreed by all at the
summit that there must be a
transition fram using
native timber as a rescurce
to using eucalypt plan-

tation timber. While scme.
states have started
.sizeable -eucalypt
plantations, NSW . is

definitely laggmg behind

“in this area.

NSW . is ripe for change.

- With the public shaming of-

the Feorestry Cammission in

" the Public Accounts Commit-

tee Report released in
December last year,
with the recognition that

. the whole forest industry
in  NSW

needs to be
revamped, it is an ideal
time to initiate the es-
tablishment of a hardwood

- plantation base to the tim- -

ber - industry. In this
process it will be neces-
sary to look very carefully

at-'all the essential en- -

vironmental issues such as
appropriate species, mix-
ture of species, locations
and management .

Two important camponents of
the national strateqy were

formulated at the summit. .

The first encamwpasses ways
to speed up the transition

and

to plantation timber - each
step towards plantations is
a saving of exisiting
precious native forest.

" The more immediate action

required is to vehemently
and unconditionally oppose
resource security
legislation. During the
yvears that.it takes for the
plantations to come into a
productive phase, it is

FOREST

essential that no native
forest, beyond the amount
needed to keep the industry
on its feet, is locked up.

The delegates at the summit
were also camitted to a
rapid phase out of the
processing of native trees
into woodchip for export.
It was clearly recognised
that this practice is only

possible because of the-

ridiculously low prices put
on native timbers, together
with the ridiculously high
level of direct and in-
direct subsidies awarded to
the industry.

Surmit papefs are available
fram the NCC office.

e
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A major barrier to formulation. of effective forest policies and
— . management plans is inadequacy of the knowledge base. New
computer-based technologies, particularly geographic information
—  systems and decision support systems offer real prospects for coping
with the increasingly complex world of humans, their institutions
—— and a changing environment beyond 2000. (Au, MS) )
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EIS a worry
for timbermen

® From page one.

“What they should be doing is publicising how they
believe local mills can be supplied with how much
alternative timber, from where and in what volumes,
what products it could produce and where it could
market them and the levels of employment that could
be maintained, Mr Pidcock said.

“It would be interesting to hear their comments on
the commercial continuity of the Grafton crown saw-
mills.

“ If they cannot put forward a commercial proposal
we can only conclude that their aim is to destroy the
lecal sawmilling industry.”

Ferestry Commission district officer at Coffs Har-
bour Mr Dale McLean agreed that a prolonged EIS
delay could make things a bit awkward for sawmill-
ers.

Most of the resources that had been identified as
alternatives to the Washpool resource had already
been allocated in management proposals by the com-
mission.

Australian Democrats spokesman Mr Martin Froh-
lich said the NSW Government had wasted taxpayers
money on a futile campaign through the Land, and
Environment Court over the North Washpool.

It was time the 1916 Forestry Act was scrapped
and replaced with one more appropriate to the 1990s.

He believed there was a danger that if the Coali-
tion government was re-elected with control of the
upper house it would pull forestry operations out of
the provisions of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act.

If that were to happen the State could kiss its old
growth forests goodbye, Mr Frohlich said.
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" out “government interfer-
ence or National Party

“The new EIS must be
of the highest standard,
taking account of the eco-
logical significance of the
rainforest and endan-
gered species now known
to exist there,” he told a
news conference.

While the ALP agreed
with the 1982 agreement
allowing logging in select-
ed areas of Washpool,
Mr Carr said this was de-
pendent on clearance
from an EIS. 4

Last September, State
Cabinet rejected Environ-
Minister Tim
Moore’s wilderness nomi-
nation of Washpool.

iognnn. _T TTmmemmT )
r . , T
L -
BETABLUSNED 1859
Registered by Australia Post ‘
No' 6]09 E Publication number NAC 1142.
A NEW environmen- The move was won on the higher wood prices for
tal impact statement grounds that the Forestry consumers. ) r
dered Commission’s existing  The latest EIS was the bias”,
(EIS) has been ordere !
f EIS for the arca was in- 15th study planned for
to assess the effect o
o adequate. North Coast old growth
logging in the Wash- P )
pool forest, Forests Mr West said it was forests, he said.
’ [
Minister Garry West f,'fé’;aﬁﬂﬁt ft(};: 1}‘2203‘;3;&5 I am_conce:nfd tha'f
announced yesterday, needed “updating to meet Ehetrﬁqzi{eaﬁf;“c ;’ chgs
The decision followed 2 cyrrent implications of su O the se.
successful injunction t0  plapning laws”. may com[éro ll‘ab'lit oF
halt logging in the forest But he warned the con- CU"&Y an | re IM]r \SJ(Vcst
obtained by conservation-  siderable cost of produc- wqd : SuPsptg{emem
ists late last year in the jno detailed forest impact said n a !
Land and Environment gi3iements would ulti- We should always
Court. mately be reflected in bear in mind that there
are costs as well as bene-
' fits for the community in
n undertaking this process.”
worrles The timber industry
. had argued long-term in-
— vestment was being af- ment
imbermen &5t et
.- - wver access 10 timber re-
~—=—"" SAWMILLS -in the Grafton and Casino area SOuUrces In many State

could face serious problemi it the proposed new,
Environmental Impact Study for the North Wash-
pool tock as long as two years, Mr Kerry Pidcock
said yesterday. : T

Mr Pidcock, who is president of the NSW Foreést
Products Association.and also a major user of timber
from the North Washpool, was commenting on the
announcement by Minister for Forests Mr Garry
West that the Government would prepare a new EIS
for the area. :

Mr West said the new study would end the need
for continuing court action by environmental groups
who gained court injunctions to stop forest operations
in the area last year.

In a broadcast interview he warned that the pro-
posed EIS could take two years to complete,

But Mr Pidcock said he believed the-study should
take no more than three or four months to be fully
processed. | ’

Much of the required information was already |
available through earlier studies and it seemed what
was being asked for now was just additional specific
information which should not take that long to gath-
er.

A three or four month delay was no longer than
the industry already faced for the completion of
court action over the site.

“That is the sort of delay we are already antici-
pating. But a delay of say two years would have
some serious implications for the industry.”

He said four mills from Grafton and several from
the Casino area would be affected.

He said the timber industry had already supported
the Government’s commitment to carry out EIS for
logging operations in various forests but the length of
the delay would be the key to the problem.

“The radicals will be saying this is another chance
to block the supply of timber to the industry.

@ To page 3.

forests.

" A 1982 State Govern-
ment compromise deci-
sion protected some of

.the Washpool forests as a

national park but left
others ‘available to the
timber industry.

But the validity of the
decision was this year
successfully challenged
by conservationists seek-
ing the area to be totally
classified as a national
park.

Oppos;iiion ‘leader Bob
Carr ,said the new EIS
had to be prepared with-

Wilderness Society
spokesman A ] Brown

described the Govern- .

ment’s decision to under-
take a new EIS for
Washpool as “no more
“than a ‘welcome delay to
the destruction of the for-
est”.

“No more assessment
needs to be done to prove
that the Washpoo! area,
and many other forest
areas, require immediate
protection for their scien-
tifically established wil-
derness, rainforest habi-
tat, Aboriginal and world
heritage values,” he said
in a statement.




uxwﬁt CONSERVATION m'mrs-
- legal case ahd campalgn update

In 1982 the scutherm area

of the Washpool wilderness

was dedicated as a National -

Park, while the area to the
north was cmitted as a
concession to logging in-

terests. Sihce then conser- -

vationists have fought to
have North Washpool added
to the National Park. Late
last year, John Corkill
"succeeded in having an in-
junction granted against
the Forestry Commission,
. halting all logging until
the case hearing in April.

UPDATE

While many pecple ate,
drank, slept or" partied
their way through the
Christmas holidays,
North Washpool court case
was being  feverishly
prepared in order to meet
the Land and Environment
Court timetable for a 3
week trial cammencing on
March 25 1991 :

However, followj.ng the -
filing of affidavits from
. expert witnesses  and

receipt of legal advice
fram their QC, the Forestry.

Commission agreed  to
prepare an EIS for the
- Washpool and Billilimbra

State Forests, though they -

have made no admissions to
the legal action's claims.

This

 While

the .

NORTH WASHPOOL

announcement  came
after 18 months of requests
fram NEFA and six months of
legal action. In this time,
repeated denials that a new

EIS was required, were made

by the ' Comnission, the
previous Minister, Mr Ian
Causley, and the new
Minister, Mr Garry West.

This agreement to prepare
an EIS effectively under-

-mined the original basis of
-the case,

and avoided the
Court's judgement as to the

-legality of the operations

since 1980. We are told

that the EIS will be com-

menced in 2 years time.

pleased to have
received. the pranise of an
EIS, NEFA was not content
to allow the question of
the legality of the Commis-
sion's past operations in
North Washpool rest there.
Neither were we happy to
allow the Coammission to

avoid the judgement of the

Court.

It was always intended to
.seék Court orders ensuring

that the Forestry Commis-
sion carry out rehabili-
tation and stabilization
works for "the . disturbed
areas of North Washpool in
order to maintain (as much
as is possible) the natural
values of the forests, and
to mitigate any further
impact on the environment
resulting fram earlier
roadworks and harvesting..

~ John Corki_ll

Consequently, .
discussion with legal coun-
sel and a disturbance
ecologist, the original ap-
plication” was amended to
seek the . Court's deter-

mination of the legality of.

the work to date, and an

.order that rehabilitative

works be undertaken.

In the br:.ef hearing of
this amended application,

before Mr Justice Noel Hem~ -

ming on' 15th February, the
Camnission indicated that
it may consent to -under-

taking some rehabilitation

works, again avoiding the
need to involve the Court.

Following a conference bet- .

ween NEFA's barrister and
the Camission's QC, the
Camission now -seeks to

- have -the matter wholly set-

tled out of court, by

reaching agreement ,on the

rehabilitation works

proposed by NEFA's expert

advisers.

In early March, an ‘inspec-
tion of North Washpool will
be undertaken by NEFA's
experts before an on-site
meeting with the Camission

"~ is held. This meeting and a

further conference in Syd-
ney between NEFZA and the
Camnission may resolve all

outstanding issues, preven-

ting the need for a trial.

While disappointed in not
being able to have the
Court make a finding about

- the legality of the work,

Page 5 - March 1991

‘following -

H



NATURE CONSERVATION NEWS

EH'specieées
W/ animals '
plants in NSW
may soon face
extinction.
Australia has the worst
record for mammal
tinctions in the world.

and

.What is NsW domg about
this?

In 1988 the Liberal Party
made a pre-election commit-
ment to introduce ‘legis-
lation protecting
threatened species in NSW.’
Tim Mocre, Minister for the
Environment  commissioned
. the National Parks and
Wildlife Service to prepare
a discussion paper on a
Threatened Species Conser-
vation Act for NSW. Since
then  the Government has
repeatedly ' promised the
imminent  release . of the
dlscussmn paper.

The controversial  NPWS

paper is now camplete.

In the proposed
legislation, the presence
of any threatened species
(not just endangered) would

require initiation of
- species and habitat protec-
tive measures,
species recovery plans. The
legislation has the poten-
- tial to be very powerful.

The NPWS paper was
presented recently by Tim
Moore to Cabinet, and has
met with very strong op-
_position. .
The paper, instead of being
released for discussion,
has been suppressed.

of
“lation in - NSW,

ex-

hold - for

to introduce:

as well as-

“act now!

Instead the Government has
now decided to back away
from the issue of legis-=
- claiming
that the issue should be
resolved at Federal levels
flrst

This face-saving manoeuvre

in effect puts NSW legis-
lation near completion on
an indefinite

time. -

Pam Allan is now planning
Labour's

proposed version .of the
Threatened Species Act late
in the Autum session of
Parliament. This Bill is
based on. the NPWS paper,
with amendments by ILabour
and .the Threatened Species

_ Network - -

_ The Threatened Species Net-

work in NSW has approached
all Nsw MP's individually
to find out whether they

support the introduction of .

legislation.. The Network
believes that the bill has

bipart isan support.

Write to your local member
and find out if they sup-

port the bill. If not - why -

not?!! They need to be
aware that the public wants
to protect NSW's threatened
plants and am.mals as a

pr ior lt Y.

A 'Day of -Action for
Threatened Species' will be

Place.

[N

The 'Network:

Tﬁe National Threatened
Species Network was set up

in 1990 to co-ordinate and

lobby for the protection of
threatened species’  in
Australia. The NSW Network

coordinator, Sonia Mellor, g

with support from several
environment .groups
including NCC, has' been

campaigning. vigorously for °

state threatened . species

legislation since then.

held outside of Parliament

House
March, highlighting the im-
portance. of threatened
species legislation, the

ongoing loss of species,

and the need for action.

As a lead up to the Day of
Action, an information
stall will be set up two
days
The purpose of the
stall is to. make people

aware of the importance of

legislation and give" out
general information about
threatened species.

Please camé along on the -

2lst of. March. Make sure
everyone Knows that . our
Government is not prepared
to ACT to save NSW's
threatened species. -

If you need more. infor-
mation, contact me at NCC
{247 4206), or Sonia Mellor
at TEC (241 1438).

Page 7 - March 1991
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Is-Sydney‘s'Airﬂ

Caron Morrison

Numerous . requests from en-
virommental groups, members
of the public, govermment
departments and the media
have forced the Minister
for Planmning, Mr David Hay
to release an mportant
report on Sydney s air
quality.

The work detailed in the .

report was camissioned by

the NSW Department of Plan-.

ning and the Federal
Department of Transport and
Camunications, and carried
out jointly by researchers
fram CSIRO and Macquarle
University.

The. recommendations

contained. in the report -

" need to be accepted and
adopted by the NSW
Government as a matter of
urgency because the en-
vironmental integrity of
Sydney is at. risk. The
credlblllty of the

Gevermment will be at stake

if planned developments in
the region are allowed to
proceed without a detailed
investigation " of the en-
vironmental impacts.

Sare information contained
in tHe report follows:

. Ozone gas is the prin-

- will increase,

fit

to breathe?

" ciple compenent of photo-

chemical smog.

The data préviously'

]_E)L.l}:)lished by -the NSW State
Pollution Control Commis-
sion

the current

smog in the Sydney region.

There are
def1c1enc1es in knowledge
of the .causes and
distribution of photo-

- chemical smog in Sydney

In the absence of

_ .furt:her pollution controls,

urban growth during the
next 20 years is set to
give rises of up to 50% in

western Sydney ozone con-

centrations.

... The capacity of the
Hawkesbury Basin to accom-
modate pollution emissions
is less than that of
eastern sectors of the
Sydney Airshed. -

....On current projectians,
it is likely that haze
levels in "westermn Sydney
degrading
the visual amenity of the

area. During air pollution
;episodes in the morming,
the layer of haze close to

seriously underes~-’
‘timates
severity of photochemical -

gross -

the ground will became more
cpaque and in the afternoon
increasingly the sky may’
appear white rather than
blue.

Reference:

Pilot Study: 'Evaluation of
air quality issues for the
development of Macarthur
South and South Creek Val-
ley regions of Sydney.'

Final  report, December
1990. Robert Hyde (Ma-
cquarie Uni.), Graham

Johnson (CSIRO Div. of Coal
and Energy Technology)

Avallable from Nsw Dept
Planning. Cost $12.

PAC Inquiry NPWS

The Public Accounts Commit-
tee is conducting an in-
quiry intc the National
Parks and Wildlife Service
activities, including the
efficiency of its leasing
system, its llcensmg and
fees structure.”

Public submissions are in-
vited fram the cammunity.

Please respond!
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NATURE CONSERVATION NEWS .

5 lz e a r S 1 Highway dWilllOf; at O'Sullivan's Gap north of Buladeiah. 24 Repais collapsed road near Mt Seaview,

2  Fouwr lanes betwean Wang Wauk and Bundacree Creek from ' 25  Provide Special lay-bys as scenic lookouts and overlaking

O f r O a d — Faitlord to Purfiest, including bridges over Talawahl and spots tor slow vehicles. )

Bungwahl Creoks. BUCKETT'S WAY
. . 3 Investigale. by-pass from Coopernook 1o Moortand, 26 Bridge ¢ver rail line at Gloucester
! k S o n 4 Heron's Creek Deviation near Port Macquarie. 27  New Bridge et Kundibakh Creak,
w O r ’ 5 ' Deviation at Christmas Creek, norh of Kempsey. OCEAN DRIVE, PORT MACOUARIE
i i ‘: 6  Deviation south of Mecksvills, near Eungai and Allgomera, 28 Reconstruct selected sections.
t h e N O r t h 7  Bridge and approaches a: Watt Creck, naar Nambucca. SOUTH WEST ROCKS ROAD
B Deviation at Raleigh, including bridge over Bellinger River.  * 29 Replace Coopers Bridge near Jerseyville,
9  Four lane cardageway on approaches 1o Cols Harbour. TAREE TO WINGHAM .
C a S t . - | @ Duplicate Newporis Cresk Bridge at Coffs Harbour. h 30 . Replace bridge over Great Northern Railway at Taree West,
O ¥1  Duplicale Pinabwush Creek Brigge. GWYDIR HIGHWAY '
. : =12 Replacs old concrete road between Gratton and Maclean. 31 Maintain a good standard two lane road.
' ¥3  Bridge ever Clarence River at Moioro. BRUXNER HIGHWAY
Caron “Orriﬁon 14 Widen Dunbible Creek Biidge and approaches, south of 32 Baliina cutting and investigate Alstorvilie by-pass
- . . - Murwillumbah. .n Widening te four lanes at Goonellabah, and at Union Street,
) . §5  Chindersh by-pass, including new bri¢ge at Barneys Point, South Lismora.
In mca'nmr 1990 I rep_ 16 Reconstruction from Tea Gardens wrno! to Wlt::olo Gap, SUMMERLAND WAY
. msented the Nature . Croki to Figtree, Haslings River to Telegraph Point and .34 New Bridges and appioaches at Myall and Fawcatis Creek
c ser_vation COL]nCll at Clyb.ucca to Eungai. ' 35 Raise road across Daep Cre.ek floa.:dwny.
o 17 Provide regularly spaced overtaking tanes throughout the 36 Reconstruct selected sections, including 1those norh of
t he - Road T ra ff 1lcC ontire Jength of the Highway. Kyogls.
Authority 'g North Coast TOWN BYPASSES . 37 investigale alternative route to Brisbana.
. 8 Taree . $24.0M LISMORE/BANGALOW RCAD
Road - NEtwork presen- 19 Bangaiow $10.5M - 3¢ Ovenaking lanss at Springvale Hill snd inve'sliqal.e
tatlol'l ln COffS I'l:armur . 20 Chinderah $40.0M deviations at Binna Burra and Nashus. .
. - 21 Tweed Heads $29.0M R RALEIGH TO EBOR ROAD
. 22  Cowpar $5.0M o 39 Reconstruct solacted soclions such as those wast ol
After two days of dis— | ouernorwar . ’ '

.Dorngo‘

Cl_]SSiOnS relat]_ng to 23 Reconstruction from Port Macquarie 1o Wauchope
their. major works :
‘program, the following ] o : o
list of projects planned individual works and would Grgephogse policies . and
for the next five years was appreciate any information initiatives, the‘RTA.spould
put forward. affected groups could be forced to investigate
' L : provide. As it is unlikely  the wider impacts of each
I am not familiar with the the projects are campatible upgrade accordingly.
environmental impact of the  with Federal and State

WRITING for the ENVIRONMENT

To help you write effectively for the environment.

To show that writing can often make the difference.
To let you meet people who are writing successfully,
To present many models 6f environmental writing.

To réassure you that others too have writing problems.

E X ¥ ¥ X

. Sponsored by Sutherland Shire Writing Group and Sydney’s Total Environment Centre,

QOURSE of four Tuesday evenings, 7.00 - 9.30pm, 16/23/30 April, 7 May. '
- CLASS limited to 60; divided into 6 groups of 10 each. ‘ ‘ ]

COORDIMMIOR R.D. (Bob) Walshe, author of Better Writing, Clearer Thinking and. other

books, with long experience as writer, editor, envircrmentalist. ]

Q0BT $30.00 for the full course. Paysble in advance. Send cheque to 'Writing for the-

Environment', ¢/- Sutherland Entertainment Centre, 6 Eton St, Sutherland NSW 2232.

OOMDUCTED in the Rainbow Rocm, Sutherland Envircnment Centre

1. Writing: Important in Every Campaign. Tuesday 16th April )
Speaker: Bémie Clarke, President Botany Bay PPC; Shire Citizen of the Year 1991.
2. Effective Letter Writing. Tuesday 23rd 2pril T
Speaker: Peter Prineas, Fommer Director of the Mational Parks Associlation,
Editor 'Environmental Newsletter'. Currently private secretary to Ted Mack MHR.
3. Effective Articles, Releases, Brochures, etc. Tuesday, 30th April ‘
. ¢ Speaker: Gordon Shrubb, Secretary of Gerroa Protection Society: 'How a Desktop
Campaign Won a Major Battle'. - : .
4. How to Proceed From Here. Tuesday, 7th May
’ Speaker: Milo Dunphy, Director, Total Environment Centre.

(If you have any enquiries, ring Coordinator Bob Walshe on 521-7592.) .
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ENEW SOUTH WALES
- |
iR
|
§i
i
I
In reply nlzaaBe guots: ! Minister i
32636/elk ‘ | for the Envizonment
| Level 20 Westfield Tower
1 106 William Street
it East Sydney N.S.W. 2011
F; Tel: 368 2888
Fax: 368 2900
T T A e el
Hr dartin ¥rohliech
Voo fovwd ialand T e g
. . - N - . ; Yoo
via BRUSHGROVE NSW 2460 cE T ~gg?
Dac:r Iir ¥Frohlich,
T oretar to your letter of 27 lvgust 1850 ;.cf:ding the Noxth .
Tuetpool wildernsss norfiaavicu end esvivosgental guidelines
fo- copoer chrome arxsganic (CCR) treaimon: plan®s. Plesase :
eCcorpt my apologies for tha deley in rzplying. :

You may bz eagzered tha: wae  Goverament i aware of the
commuvnity coucern 2bout  Tforestiy ant LeEXluay SuilbwrvaLion

issues on the Noxih Coast. Tha Governasnt secks =0 maintain a :
2CopsYy haiance o|Lvwesn co-sarvjng forests forxr the sustainable K
Seocnetion of timker. end nriserviag other fosest sreas for B
wersiverag consavvacion valvas only,

wiidew. 283 rpomination (noningtad by a
tion wndzce the Wildermess Act 1987)
Billillabra ancd Weshpool Stiete Forests .and

-

Halmed —wileernaess arsa in  the adjecent

rl. -
o100 ooet suklicly notad, I presented & deieiled assessment
e TR TS Ah.Lcnal Parks wnc ”llilLfe Service on thsa forests

o wzroemmentation thevn ths areocs hHo dedicated as

] [ 4 .
Ur 6 Zepuamoar, 1380 State Casinet endorsed the 1982 decision
- e .

0T Ths coemzy GoeveEvmmeintt to zztaian the North - UWashpzol  for
CowliE erﬁUCiiOn. hie doeclsinn wvas made following detailed
coo LT aresiicn of  the sconoalz gad  hovitage  conservation
Vﬁlit?, irﬁludLng tha remcyrt by tithe Service. Tais position
wes @.-o wudlicly suoported by Hr Bob Carx, AP, Lezader of the

Oppoegiiion, prior to Cabluet's consideration.

.2

THE NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT Rainforest Lianc and Fens.
Putting people first by maraging better - Border Ranges National Park




The Land and Environment Court has since imposed an injunction '
on logging in the North Washpool area until the court is able

to hear a case concerning the Forestry Commission's
Environmental Impact Statement. It is understood that there
will be a hearing in March regarding the injunction.

I have been advised by the State Pollution Control Commission
that aithough NSW does not have explicit guidelines. for CCA
treatment plants, the Commission is aware of the guidelines
mentioned in your letter.

In approving the application for the construction and
operation of the CCA treatment plant at Bucca, the Commission
requir:zd the applicant's compliance with the requirements of
Austraiian Standard AS 2843-1985 and the Timber Preservation
Safety Code, together with other cenditions.

in relation to CCA residues from the plant's operations, the
Commission believes that such wastes could only be disposed of
by qualified operators. It therefore required that any
contaminated material or sludge be placed in suitable chemical
drums and stored in a locked enclosure until such time as the
drums could be properly disposed of by return to the
mainufacturer.

Because of the potential hazards associated with burning CCA
treated timber, the Commission also reguired that no wood
‘aste from the CCA treatment plants be burnt, Studies have
indicated that 1leachate from this timber is not an
environmental risk.

The Commission believes that the conditions of approval for
the Bucca plant will provide good environmental protection for
this North Coast area.

The Commission is aware of problems relating to the
radevelopment of contaminated industrial sites, such as wood
treatment plants, and has prepared draft guidelines for the
identification, control and rehabilitation of such sites.

The Commission is also aware of the environmental risks of
chemicals such as arsenic. With the formation of the
Environment Protection Authority later this year, it is
expected that more resources will be provided to ensure
adequate controls are enforced for all environmental matters.

I have forwarded a copy of your letter to the Commission's
Regional Office at Newcastle for its information and
consideration. Should you wish to obtain further details from
the Commission regarding the CCA plant at Bucca, please
contact the Regional Manager, Mr Alan Crapp, by writing to PO
Box 488G, Newcastle, NSW, 2300, or by telephone on (049)
25 9971. Z

L




Thank you for bringing your concerns to my attention. The
correspondence received on such issues helps to identify areas
of community concern which is an important part of the
Government's deliberations.

Yours sincerely,

 Hooe

Ti{M MOORE, MP
Minister Tor the Environment




NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH - 15.1.1991

NORTH WASHPOOL COURT CASE STILL ALIVE

Court action over the future of the North Washpool forests
entered a new phase today with the filing in the Land and
Environment Court of an amendment to the original application.

"I allege that all rainforest logging in North Washpool, since
1980 has been illegal, and I'm asking the Court to rule on this.
Further, I am asking the Court to order that the areas of rain-
forest which have been unlawfully harvested be rehabilitated by
a variety of methods," said Mr John Corkill Applicant in the
proceedings and spokesperson for the North East Forest Alliance.

The Court was told by Ms Margaret Beasley QC, Counsel for the
Forestry Commission that the Commission "had made no admissions"
as to the lawfulness of logging in the North Washpool forests,
but had agreed to do an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). She
said that the Commission had not yet reached a satisfactory form
of undertaking to settle the original proceedings, but hoped to.

Mr Tim Robertson, Counsel for Mr Corkill told the Court that
rehabilitation was required because regeneration of rainforest
species logged 10 years ago was not ocurring and serious soil
erosion problems had developed after the logging operations.

He said that "significant damage had been done to the forest" and
the Commission had failed to repair damage to the forest contrary
to the requirements of the Casino Management Plan, despite "pious
promises to politicans and the public" that they would do so.

Mr Justice Noel Hemming observed that there appeared to be a
"Clayton's settlement"” being proposed by the Commission. He said
that he would need to rule on question of lawfulness before
considering the need for rehabilitation of the disturbed
rainforest areas. Mr Justice Hemming set a date for a hearing of
the amended application tc commence on April 8, 1991.

"This latest step in the Court is designed to compel the
Commission to restore an area which was never lawfully proposed
to be logged,'" said Mr Corkill.

"I'm not going to settle for a promised EIS, and allow the
damaging legal proceedings to be swept aside while a state
election is held. I want a judgement on the legality of what the
Commission's been doing in North Washpool for the last 10 years."

"The Forestry Commission's offer to prepare an EIS does not
engender any confidence in NEFA. Their latest EIS for the
Chaelundi SF, prepared during 1990, is a shoddy piece of work
which will also be challenged in the Court if the Commission
attempts to approve and commence logging works,'" Mr Corkill said.

...ends.
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LISMORE:The Big Scrub Environment Centre Inc, 88A Keen St, Lismore. 2480. Ph 066 213 278, Fx 066 218 420

NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH ~ 15.1.1991

NORTH WASHEPCOL COURT CASE STILL ALIVE

Court action over the future of the North Washpool forests
entered a new phase today with the £filing in the Land and
Environment Court of an amendment to the original application.

"I allege that all rainforest logging in North Washpool, since
1980 has been illegal, and I'm asking the Court to rule on this.
Further, I am asking the Court to order that the areas of rain-
forest which have bkeen unlawfully harvested be rehabilitated by
a variety of methods," said Mr John Corkill Applicant in the
proceedings and spokesperson for the North East Forest Alliance.

The Court was told by Ms Margaret Beasley QC, Counsel for the
Forestry Commission that the Commission "had made no admissions"
as to the lawfulness of logging in the North Washpool forests,
but had agreed to do an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). She
said that the Commission had not yet reached a satisfactory form
of undertaking to settle the original proceedings, but hoped to.

Mr Tim Robertson, Counsel for Mr Corkill told the Court that
rehabilitation was required because regeneration of rainforest
species logged 10 years ago was not ocurring and serious soil
erosion problems had developed after the logging operations.

He said that "significant damage had been done to the forest" and
the Commission had failed to repair damage to the forest contrary
to the requirements of the Casinoc Management Plan, despite "pious
promises to politicans and the public" that they would do so.

Mr Justice Noel Hemming observed that there appeared to be a
"Clayton's settlement" being proposed by the Commission. He said
that he would need to rule on question of lawfulness before
considering the need for rehabilitation of the disturbed
rainforest areas. Mr Justice Hemming set a date for a hearing of
the amended application to commence on April 8, 1991. :

"This latest step in the Court is designed to compel the
Commission to restore an area which was never lawfully proposed
to be logged," said Mr Corkill.

"I'm not going to settle for a promised EIS, and allow the
~damaging legal proceedings to be swept aside while a state
election is held. I want a judgement on the legality of what the
Commission's been doing in North Washpool for the last 10 years."

"The Forestry Commission's offer to prepare an EIS does not
engender any confidence in NEFA. Their latest EIS for the
Chaelundi SF, prepared during 1990, is a shcddy piece of work
which will also be challenged in the Court if the Commission

attempts to approve and commence logging works " Mr Corkill said.
.ends.

For more information phone John Corkill 02 660 3496 home > 7.00am
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BSW .2347/90 10 F, 82 ELIZABETH STREET

OUR REF
SYDNEY NSW 2000
7 TELEPHONE (02) 221 8522
FACSIMILE (02) 223 3530
. YOUR REF DX 1558 SYDNEY

BRUCE WOOLF
BA LLB Dip URP

BRIAN HILLMAN

paTE 11 April 1990 . ' LLB. Dip B Admin.
P . Dip $ de Fr des Aff

Accredited Migration
Caonsultant

Mr J. Corkill
3 Albert Street
FOREST LODGE NSW 2037

Dear Mr. Corkill

OLD GROWTH FORESTS | Q
LETTERS TO MINISTERS

I enclose copy letter dated 3 April, 1990 which we have received from
Sally King, Policy Adviser to Tim Moore MP, Minister for the
Environment.

Yours sincerely

b7

Bruce Stephen Woolf ) !

Encl. . '
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OUR REF

YOUR REF

DATE

BSW 2347/90

22 March 1990

Mr J. Corkill
3 Albert Street
FOREST LODGE NSW 2037

Dear Mr Corkill

FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NSW

1l

HILLMAN
&WOOLF
SOLICITORS

10 Fl, 82 ELIZABETH STREET
SYDNEY NSW 2000
TELEPHONE (02) 221 8522
FACSIMILE (02) 223 3530

DX 1558 SYDNEY

BRUCE WOOLF
BA LLB Dip URP

BRIAN HILLMAN
LLB. Dip B Admin.
Dip S de Fr des Aff
Accredited Migration

Consultant

I note that you obtained copies of the letters dated 19 March, 1990
which we forwarded to the Commissiony Forestry Commission of NSW; the
Director, National Parks and Wildlife Service; the Hon. Tim Moore and
the Hon. David Hay. You also obtained a copy of the Memorandum of

Advice of Tim Robertson of 16 March, 1990.

I also enclose copy letter dated 15 March, 1990 from Tim Robertson to

ne.

Yours sincerely

Bruce Stephen Woolf

Encl.



Democrat | Jones asked three Ministers in the Upper House todsy
wnt_t‘mwwmmmw pool  Wilderness
As:%*sn:%nt ~and the Natural and Cultural "ftage Consarvation
évaituation. -

"“Virginia Chadwiek made it abundantly clear that she mwg

nothing about the wilderpess values of North W poo) when she

g?bgneg ;n tho_&t-ism to log this pristine rafnforest wilderness,” said
char OM. g 4

"John Hannaford, the new Minister fof Stste Development, said that the
deciston was ‘correct' and 'moral’ but his reply suggested that the
decisfon was a political one based on the number of votes thet would be
fnfluenced and not on the mer (ts of the issue.

“The Minister for Police skirted around the question and would not answer,

“Whea 1 asked these questions about saving this priceless wildernsss ghe
Government Members burst into laughter,

‘From this reaction it fs clear that the Greiner/Murray Government can only
be regarded as an enemy of the enviroament.

"the Government is gratmiag to be green, but it 4z merely a wolf 1ia
sheep's clothing. e Government has declared no new National Park in
two-and-a<half years, has sold off rainforest land for $1 an acre, and has
allowad large areas of koale habitat to be destroyed. Also, fts new
Coastal Policy 18 & developer's dream - it allows gana) estates in SEPP 14
wetlands and Yittoral rainforest, and sandminfng Yn wetlands and virtually
unrestrained development elsewhere. ]

‘Endangered species such as koalas, eastern spotted quolls, and other
endangered flora and fauns have no hope of long term survivel under the \
uncaring, inhumene Greimer/Murray Government,” concluded Mr Jones.

For further information please contact Richard Jones on (0Z) 230 2858.

‘.

Pratect our Environment -- Use RecycTed Paper.
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COMMONWEAL LS K INFORRSS

AN

The Commonwealth Government recognises :

(a) a global urgency to protect rainforest;

(b) that rainforest is a most valuable and diminishing world and national
TeSOUrce;

(¢) the ecological complexity of Australian rainforest;

(3d) a Commonwealth obligation in collaboration with the States, Territories
and local governments, to promote the protéction of rainforest;

(e) asapartyto the World Heritage Convention, with respect to rainforest,
‘the duty of ensuring the identification, protection, conservation,
. presentation, preservation and transmission to future generations of
~ " culrural and natural heritage’ as defined in the Convention. ___ _ __ ___

ey =

(f) the paramount roles of State, territory and local governments in

managing rainforest resources;

(g) traditional relationships between Aboriginals and rainforest and the
need to ensure that Aboriginal interests are considered in rainforest
policies and programs; :

(h) the need for rainforest to be managed in a manner that takes account of
its ecological, genetic, cultural, natural heritage, scientific, economic
and recreational values; '

(i) the need for further loss or degradation of Australian rainforest to be
minimised;
) t_hat‘Australia’s future timber needs should be met without placing at
risk the long term conservation of the rainforest resources of other
countries; . '

(k) the need to take account of the effect that reductions in rainforest
timber availability would have on dependent industries and -
communities; and |

(I) -the special and traditional values and uses of many timbers derived

from rainforets trees;



LUK O AL o Stane, L e

(a) protectall rainforest 25 a matter of pnonty
N\
(b) provide a stable basis upon which future developments in the timber
industry can be planned;

(c) have identified and established a system of national parks and
equivalent reserves to ensure conservation of rainforest ecosystems
adequate to maintain their ecological and genetic diversity and value
for scientific research and educational and recreational uses;

(d) promote the management of any other rainforest areas on a long term
sustamable ba51s,

(e) promote the rchabxhtanon of degraded ramforest and
(f) ensure that the Australian community is made aware of the value of

rainforest and the need to conserve it, and that the information
necessary to support conservation measures is made ava11abIe

[T U P O e
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Zihy
WX NORTH  EAST
FOREST ALLIANCE

SYDNEY: NSW Environment Centre, 39 George St, The Rocks. 2000. Ph. 02 2474 206, Fx 62 2475 946
LISMORE The Big Scrub Environment Centre Inc, 88A Keen St, Lismore. 2480. Ph 066 213 278, Fx 066 219 420 i

BRIEFING NOTE: THE HON. NEVILLE WRAN, Q.C. - 10.9.1990
SUBJECT: PROTECTION OF NSW RAINFORESTS - '82 CABINET DECISION
Introductlon

It 1is broadly understood that the ‘decision of 26 October,
1882 by the Wran Government was a landmark in the
conservation and protection of important conservation areas,
particularly rainforests.

The World Heritage Listing of North Eastern NSW Rainforest
Parks in 1986 proved the international significance of the
areas protected in Cabinet's historic 1982 decision.

Issues

Concern is expressed that the 1982 decision has been weakened
over the intervening years, with a process of bureaucratic
'adjustment' effectively undermining key aspects.

Despite further progress on rainforest conservation made with
additions to rainforest parks in 1984, and again in 1987 with
thé gazettal of the SEPP 26 Littoral Rainforest Policy, much
more needs to be done, on a systematic basis to ensure
conservation of all remaining NSW rainforests.

The continuation of rainforest logging was based on industry
demands to maintain historical employment levels, not on a
consideration \of sustainable’ yield. Rainforest logging is
inherently unsustainable on time-scales less than hundreds of
years. Industry has not made a transition out. of rainforest
-logging. Further resource conflicts are underway or imminent.

Discussion points . :
1. Was 1t the intention of .the Wran Cabinet to end all NSW
rainforest logging by 'phasing . out' progressively -in an 8
year transition to non-rainforest timbers?

2. The allocation of continuing supplies of rainforest
timbers to certain companies accommodated economic interests
since the industry claimed massive jobs losses would result
if rainforest logging was immediately halted.

3. Was an independent verification of industry employment
instability provided to Cabinet to support claims of massive
job losses? Who prepared this analysis?

-1-
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4, Cabinet decided to establish a 'Rainforest Fund' of $1
million "to promote and encourage the development of new
technologies and to assist affected industries during the
transition period in which these changes of policies will be
implemented"”.

No evidence can be discovered of the fund having been
created, or the $1 million having been allocated.
Whose responsibility was this Fund? Was it proceeded with?

5. A subsequent decision, some time in 1983, changed the
basis for continued rainforest 1logging, from an 8 year
transition period, to the recovery of an 'agreed' volume over
an unlimited time. (See attached letters.) '

Was this a decision of Cabinet? A Ministerial review of
Cabinet's position? An administrative 'adjustment' by FCNSW?

6. Has the acquisition of new additional information in the

intervening years; viz:

* the World Heritage values of the adjacent National Park

' and rainforest which extends into North Washpool,
(UNESCO 1986); ’ '

* the significance of 70 species of rare, restricted or
otherwise notable plants, (Fox Survey, 1983);

* the important Aboriginal cultural values (Bell, 1980 and
Donnelly 1990);

* the likelihood that North Washpool provides critical

habitat for endangered mammal species, e.g. Eastern
Native Cat, (NPWS 1990); . .

* the areas importance as pristine Wilderness (WWG 1986,
NPWS 1990); -

changed your opinion .regarding the appropriateness of the

1982 decision? If so, how? :

7. Given the reliance on the ForTech Report in 1982 regarding
alternate timber sources, what is your opinion of the FCNSW's
reliability in resource assessments? Do you have an opinion
as to FCNSW's efficacy in 'policing' the timber industry or
enforcing NSW laws?

8. Is the 'social contract’' referred to by Premier Greiner
accurately set out in the attached Press Release?

Prepared by John Corkill, Sydney NEFA Co-ordinator. ENCL.=5
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“a8th November, 1988,

'Tha Hon: d. cros1o

Minister, for Natural Resources

‘Par11ament House

SYDNEY . 2000,

following:i: .

B{q River Timbars

1 ;ﬁ.§;i€fﬁ§'¥o enquire about the rainforest timber supp11es ava115b1e :

to Big River Timbars and would be, grateful for {nformation .on, the

B s r.l'»"t"-

1. Their. source of timber in the 1982/83. quota year and quantity

'éih' Their source of timber 1n the 1983{84 quota year and quantity..

3. Timber suppldes. at present outs1de areas 7b. Gb, 7a (North WashpocI)

N andjavai]abie to Big Rivar Timbers.

4, Big ‘River. Timber's quota and cony. of their Ticence.

5. Proposa\s by 81? R1§er Timbers to switch to non-rainforest timbers
and -any timatable agraed to0 by the Forestry Cwnmission. .

Ty A TS I DU AL
 Yours faithfully, -
T LT A PSP TR SRR Fe N A T vt
EHUTOEE BN R R Y Ceend vt afanTanig
P ( Ao e E W
M ‘ TR RAER TR RO LIS T S Y ¢
Jﬂff Aﬂgel Gop ey Vo by T i
Assigtant 1ractor S R L TRTE ARRI R
Total Environment Centre.
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/ , 23-33 BRIDGE STREET
. NEW SOUTH WALES ‘ SYDNEY 2000

MiNISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES

. Mr. 1. Angel, : = :
Asslstant Director, _ . . ‘ '
Total Environment Centre, ] FEP ?985 ‘
18 Argyle Street, ' ' o o . :
SYDNEY. N.S.W. -2000 00. .

De;ar‘ Mr. Angel,

1 refer to you_r letter of 28th November, '1984-'enquiring about rainforest
timber supplies to Big River Timbers." ' .

. Answers to your specific quéstions are provided in the numbered
order presented by you as follows:- : '

1. 2 407 cubic metres net log volume, obtained -
from Billilimba State Forest during 1982/83,

2.2 400 cubic metres and 448 metres net log'
volume from Billilimba and Ewingdr State Forests’
respectively for 1983/84..

3. Approximately | 000 cubic metres net log volume,
4. 6 260 cubic metres net log volume per annut'n..'

5. The Company has already commenced to cut hardwood
species and utillse them In its plywood manufacturing
at Grafton. It is understood that Big River Timbers

~ expect the transition period to extend over a number
_of years, however, the Forestry Commission has not__—
agreed fo any specific timetable for completion, to date.

——

Yours. sincere

ICE\CROSIQ,
for Natural Resources.
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Mr. A.K. Jordan, BIR
Executive Diractor, ) g

N.S.W. Forest Products Rssgciation Ltd., Loh
p.0. ‘Box Ql45| o . - Pq
Queen ‘Victoria puilding, ' : 3

O
SYDNEY. N,5.W, 2001 - ' ETPJ'[/¢Qh£
Fie o

: 1 refer again to your letter of 2nd December, 1982,. concerning
the meating of members of your Association with the Minister for Planning
and Environment and myself on 28th Qctober, 1%533-rugardingACAbinet‘s
dacision on yainforests. ' . - ' ' :

pear Mr. Jordan,

Py

- With respect to alternative timber souxces to those within .
proposcd‘ﬂational Parks, 1 can confirm that Cabinet has agraed that all
necessary action, including the possible use of a state environmental
planning policy or, if nacessary, special legiglation be taken to ensuve
that such alternatives are made available for logging., ~The logging of
thege areas and in all State Forests and ather Crown-timber lands will
continue to be under the control of the Forestry Commission. '

1 agree that assurances are necegsary to permit industry -to
cenfidently continue with those investments necessary to majntain its
viability, and you may carée to algoe approach my colleague, the Ministex
for Planning and Environment, with whose portfolie certalin of thege
matters overlap. ‘ - . -

Wwith respect to alternative rainforest volumes, specifically
_ _ in the Washpool and Hastings axeas, it was agreed that these are.to be .
\ " regarded as available to industry on a volumae rathar than time contrel
~Basis, provided that an increasa in the period over which the volumes

“are utilised does not result in job losses. o

T will be happy to receive subminsiohslfiom the industéﬁ;on
both the Hastings and parrington Tops areas and have been pleasgd to
raceive several such aubmissiona to date. . . :

yith respect to future resource investigations, the Forestry
commigsion will continue to seek inguatryv;ewsdnd provide. reagonable
opportunities for input. Again, you may care to approach my colléague,
. ¢he Minister for Planning and Environment, on this matter. :
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STATE CABINET DECISION ON KORTH WASHPOOL

"

geate Cabinst today agreed to adhere to ¢ decision taken by
the Wran administration on the future of the North naohpool-;u ~ e
forest BIek, = : R :

[ S e
X
-

In & joint announcement premier Nick Greinar and the Rinietes
for forests, Oarry West esld Cabinet had endorsed the 1982
decision to allev logging in the giliilimbea and ¥Washpool 8tate
FotestE. ‘ o .

*At the tize thnt'déttsionianountad to & social contrect
mpetweenngg;_pgpp}p_p{wgﬁg;grea and the_governoent of the day.”
Wr Greinec &bvid. o : )

“1f gociety ia tO functlon.pfopezly'a conttact‘ot that klﬁgh;
in this cace made by a previous adnlnilgratton,_nhould be :
_honovred.® ' B —

e

Wr West said the Cpbinat decielon ptovided the promissd 1ong
term security to the local'gndust:y and local comsunitles.

Be aaid cabinet had consideced a Wotional Park and wildlife
‘gorvice taport on the sced in question. .

-
” .

The ceport had recommended a cerias of options ranging from
total natfonal pactk ‘to maintaining the status Quo.

“Cobinet-daciaed thece should'be n0'chnnge to. the p:aviqui
government'e decislon after conaideting al ‘pointe of view,® I
West sald. S | R

‘The decision will not only give long term security to the
{pdustry. 1t will algo pe of encrmout benefit to the 5tate’s
nocth-east.” : — T

Contactt pavid Jonee (02) 228 3666 (0)
premier’'s Press Sectetary

Geoff Mort (02) 230 2210 :
Minister for foreestd Precs Secretdry

Yy

. msses B1aey Marouane girpnt, Qydney m._fpla?_hb"‘ig' {0 726 3555, Telea: AL 21200, Fameimile: (02) ﬂi s1en
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. GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RAINFORESTS

Cabinet at its meeting en October 26 1982 decided on
a rainforest policy involving:

& conservation of certain rainforest areas in national

parks and nature reserves;
¢ maintenance of employment levels consistent with
that existing and predicted from the Forestry Com-
mission’s current management proposals;
» identification of .alternative timber
availability of which will be guaranteed.
A "Rainforest ‘Fund’’ be established with an initial
sum of $1 million to’'promote and encourage the develop-
ment of new technologies and to assist affected industries
during_the transition period in which these changes of

sources, the

PE_Q!_ICIES will_ be implemented.

In the ‘management of Hardwood resources in the
Forestry management areas affected by the new rain-
forest parks and reserves, the Government has reaffirmed
the principle of sustained yieid.

Border Ranges

1 That the Border Ranges National Park be extended to
include Wiangarie, Roseberry and part of Mt Lindesay
State Forests.

2 That the Gradys Creek Flora Reserve be included
within the Border Ranges National Park without prior
legoing.

3 That the Murray Scrub area in Toonumbar State
Forest be reserved as a fiora reserve.

4 That the Forestry Commission continue its current
practice of drawing the entire brushwood quota of
Munro and Lever Pty Ltd of 8,500m3 per annum

. from the Urbenville Management Area followed by
the phasing in of plantation resources of hoop and
bunya pine from Pikapene, Beaury, Koreelagh and
Toonumbar State Forests. Other mills utilising timber
resources from the Urbenville management area will
not be affected.

Nightcap

1 That the area comprising Goonimbar State Forest
(3,997 hectares} and part of Whian Whian State
Forest {976 hectares) plus three adjoining parcels of
vacant Crown land, be reserved as Nightcap National
Park.

2 That logging within the proposed park be not per-
mitted to recommence and that the balance of the
combined hardwood/rainfarest quota from the
Murwillumbah Working Circle be obtained elsewhere
in the Murwillumbah Working Circle and supplemented

by a limited volume ta be obtained from the adjoining }

Mullumbimby Working Circle until 1984,

Washpool

1 That the remaining allocation of rainforest timbers to
Big River Timbers Pty Ltd from the 1982/83 quota
year be halved to a maximum volume of 25 300m3.

iy,

The Government will assist Big River Timbers
obtaining alternative non rainforest timbers,during an_
_eight year transition from rainforest timbers,

2 That the proposed 25,300m3"al1Gcation of rainforest
ttmbers to Big River Timbers Pty Ltd be obtained
from Area Bb and Area 7b of Washpoo! or other
possible alternative areas.

3 That the current projected life of the hardwood mills
in the Casino West Management Area he maintained
by a requirement for such mills to utilise as large as
pacticable volume of ex quota logs with additional
supplies from the narthern section of Washpool,

4 That hardwood supplies for the Grafton Management
Area be contained from outside the Washpool area
and the northern section of Washpool and the date of
commencement of the second cutting cycle be
brought forward as far as practicable consistent with
sustained yie!d management. Further, the Farestry
Commission should encourage the 2stablishment of a -
smallwooad industry in the Grafton Management Area,

5 That the Washpool Area lexcept for Area 6b, Area 7a

" and Area 7b) be reserved as a national park. Addition-
ally part of Never Never and Killungoondie State
Forest will be added to Dorrigo National Park, part of
Marengo State Forest will be reserved as a nature
reserve, and the Cambridge Plateau in Richmaond
Range State Forest will be reserved as a flora reserve.

-

Black Scrub

1 That the western section of Bellinger River State
Forest be included in the New England National Park.

Hastings

1 That no rainforest logging be permitted within lands
proposed by the National Parks & Wildlife Service for
reservation as an addition to Werrikimbe Nationat
Park and an addition to Mount Seaview- Nature
Reserve. .

2 That approval be given to the reservation under the
National Parks & Wildlife Act of those parts of Maunt
Boss, Mount Seaview and Doyles River State Forests
proposed by the National Parks & Wildtife Service.
Relevant departments have been requested to form-
utate a plan to rationalise arrangements for hardwood
supply and consequent employment.

3 That existing rainforest mills be supplied. limited
rainforest resources equivalent to the present rate of
cut until mid 1984 from the alternative areas identified
by Fortech and thereafter the Forestry Commission
arrange for these mills to adjust to the uuhsatlon of
non rainforest species.

Barrington

1 There is no rainforest logging in-the Barrington Tops.
Relevant departments have been requested to report
on additions to Barrington Tops National Park,

.




HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE - OLD GROWTH - 'FORESTS OF EASTERN NSW -

{ - AREAS OF CONCERN -

The following areas of high conservation wvalue forests,
largely old growth forests, have heen identified on and east
of the great dividing escarpment in New South Wales.

This list has been prepared on the basis of limited
preliminary assessments by the South East Forest Alliance and
the North East Forest Alliance.

Both gréups assert that this list is indicative only and
cannot be assumed to represent an exhaustive listing of high
conservation forests in eastern NSW.

Detailed and exhaustive studies, by researchers independent
‘of the NSW Forestry Commission, are required to determine the
full extent of remaining 'old growth' forests and to fully
document the range of high conservation values extant in
these areas and areas which may be subsequently identified.

" SUMMARY

Progressive estimate of areas:

NEFA areas - 9 SF's notified to MP's and FORCOM (19.3.90)
Sub total 21,950 ha

NEFA areas under legal consideration,
Sub total 14,719 ha

SEFA areas preliminary identification
. Sub total 39,361 ha

— .

At 1.5.90 Progressive total 76,030 ha

OLD GROWTH FORESTS OF NORTH EAST of N.S.W.

Agreement or undertaking given by Forestry Commission

. * Richmond Range S.F. (Dome Moumtain area)

Compartment Nos. 201 - 208,

and part Yabbra S.F. 135 £ 136 - 2,800 ha
-* Ben Halls Gap S.F. BpPpIOX. o 3,000 ha

Sub total 5,800 ha
e

Land and Environment Court Injunction

**  Mount Royal SF, {Davis Creek) 999 ha
Mount Royal Management Plan 1988
Compartment Nos. .
Adjacent

*x Chaelundi SF, (Pine Creek) . 7,000 ha
Dorrige Management Plan 1985
Compartment Nos. 180, 197 - 204, 209 - 219, 221 -224,
302 -306, . ' :
Adjacent Broadmeadows Rd/Liberation Fire Trail off
Chaelundi Forest Way;

Sub total__?_,9_9_9_£a_

Ombudsmans Investigation and Repért

***  Nullum SF, (Blackbutt Plateau) ’ 920 ha
Murwillumbah Management Plan 1988
Compartment Nos.
Adjacent Nevasae R3 off Wilsons Ck Rd

NEFA Sio Total (all dbove atinispase) #4719 ha
OLD GROWTH FORESTS OF SOUTH EAST of N.S.W.

SEFA has identified the following areas of high conservation
value forests as threatened by roading, logging and burning.

Monga SF . 10,200 ha

Dampier S.F. (Diamond Ck / Geogre Ck} approx 2,000 ha

‘Murrabrine $.F 7,500 ha
Berboka S.F. 14,000 ha
Tantawangalo S.F. (Devils Creek) approx. - 1,000 ha
Cathcart 5.F. 4,661 ha

_—— ]
Sub total 23,361 ha
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DRAFT QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED '

Rainforest Fund .

In 1982 Cabinet announced a Rainforest Fund of $1 million for
"to promote and encourage the development of new
technologies and to assist affected industries during
the transition period in which these changes of policies
will be implemented". :

Whose responsibility was the allocation of monies from this
Fund?

What funds were allocated to what companies? for what
purposes? When? ‘ :

Were these funds spent as they were intended?

What auditing of the fund and the expenditure has been
undertaken? When? '

Is there any money remaining in the Fund?

Washpool National Park bounpdary _
Does the northern boundary 1line of the Washpool Natiocnal

- Park, ,drawn in 1982 and redrawn in 1984, reflect the
boundaries of eco-systems of the area?

Did the Government sacrifice the North Washpool area, in a
compromise deal made at the insistence of the then Member for
Clarence Mr Don Day, in order to maintain his seat?

If not, what was the basis for drawing the Northern boundary
of the Washpool National Park?

End to Rainforest logglng

Did the 1982 decision of Cabinet intend to end all logglng of
rainforest except for specific areas, where logging was to be
permitted during an eight (8) year 'phasing out' period?

Did Cabinet decide that there was to be no rainforest logging
after 19907

If so, why did Premier Greiner refer to the 1982 as a binding
'social contract' when he refused to protect the North
Washpool Wilderness.

If not, then when will the logging of ancient remnant.
rainforest ecosystems be finally terminated? When all the
rainforest has been logged?

Forest closure,K of Washpool and Billilimbra SF's

Have the Washpool and Billilimbra State Forests been closed
by the Forestry Commission, preventing public access to these
public lands?

On whose authority and on what date were the forests closed?

For what purposes were the forests closed? Are these purposes
consistent with the requirements of the Forestry Regulations?



: HILLMAN

&WOOLF
SOLICITORS

OURREF  BSW 2489/0 10 Fl, 82 ELIZABETH STREET
SYDNEY NSW 2000
TELEPHONE (02) 221 8522
FACSIMILE (02) 223 3530
YOUR REF DX 1558 SYDNEY

BRUCE WOOLF
BA LLB Dip URP

BRIAN HILLMAN
paTE 19 September 1990 LLB. Dip B Admin.
- Dip 5 de Fr des Aff
Accredited Migration
Consultant

Mr P. Bowe

H K Rcberts

Crown Solicitor
8-12 Chifley -Square
SYINEY NSW 2000

Dear Sir

CORKILL v FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NEW SOUTH WALES
No. 40208 of 1990, TAND AND ENVIRONMENT COURT

We enclose herewith a Notice to Produce documents for the purpose
of the hearing of the motion before the Court tomorrow.

Yours faithfully,

Encl.



‘. 13

IN THE LAND & ENVIRONMENT COURT

OF NEW SOUTH WALES

No. 40208 of 1990.

JOHN CORKILL

Applicant

FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NSW

Respondent

NOTICE TO PRODUCE

Filed by:

HILIMAN & WOOLF,
Seolicitors,

82 Elizabeth Street,
SYDNEY NSW 2000
DX: 1558 SYDNEY

PH: 221-8522

FAX: 223-3530

REF: BSW 2489/0

To the Respondent:

The Applicant requires yvou to
produce at the hearing of the
motion at 9.30 am on 20
September 1990 the following
documents for the purpose of
evidence -

1. File notes, correspondence,
minutes, memoranda and
notes of conversations
recording or reporting
engquliries of and/or
information from the
"responsible officers of
the Forestry Commission"
referred to in paragraph 4
of the affidavit of Anthony
Eric Ireland sworn 18
September 1990 and filed
herein.

2. Documents recording or
referring to steps
undertaken by or on behalf
of the Respondent to
produce the documents
referred to in the subpoena
issued on behalf of the
Applicant on 12 September
1990 directed to the
Respondent.

Date: 19 .September 1990.

Solicitor for the Applicant

TO: FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NEW
SOUTH WALES (RESPONDENT),
C/- H K ROBERTS,
CROWN SOLICITOR,
8-12 Chifley Square,
SYDNEY NSW 2000
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Tim Reoucitioo: vern s &
coaparative list ondor
subpoena itiatuzd to tho
infornation.

1.  The heading uvadew

371 FAGE 1

HILLMAN

& WOOLF
SOLICITORS

.10, 82 ELIZARETH STREET
SYDNEY NSW 2000.:.
TELEPHONE (02) 221 8522
FACSIMILE (02 223 3530
DX 1558 SYDNEY

BRUCE WOOLF
BA LLB Dip URP

BRIAN HILLMAN
L1 B. Dip B Admin,
Dap S de Fr des AH
< Aceredited Migrarion
: Connlunt

PA% N0 4] SI+E

TOF o0 10,730 17154

dime nis pageafS’

X5 TS NECRIVED PLEASE

LURTHER, MESSAGE IF ANY

that wou produce by 8§.00am,

19 September, 19%0, a
the neadings of the paragraphs of clause 5 of the
Ferestzy Commission which list gives the following

the paragraph number;

Yhe reference in the 1980 Environmental Impact Statement to that item in

2.
the list, eg rainfall. If no reference is in the EIS to that subject matter
then state that this is the case.

3. I¢ thare ia & veference in the EIS, detail whether site specific survey
vork was don: in re2lation to that item. Was North Washpool particularly
referred %Yo ia relation to that item?

Thig Yise du srognived urgently to support the request for the Subpoena

documents.

Yours sincerely
ﬁﬁ%%’%:jf-ﬁéchﬂﬁkag{

Bruce Stephen Ucolf

Charmarie - nof- awwilsbl =~ -9 OFBa,. 9o

[ERPR. ey -



TOT mne proper Officer
Forestyy Commission of NSW
Forestry House '
95 York Street,

[0S DU DI L SYDNEY

NsW 2000

TH% COURT ORDERS THAT you shall attend and
produce this Subpoena and the documents and
things described in the Schedule:-

(a) before the Court

RO R AN {b) at Level 6,
American Express Tower,
Appilaaat 388 George Street

{(cnr King Street)
SYDNBY NSW 2001

(¢} on [Q,%\ day oﬁ@@(\tﬂﬁ(w 1990 at ¢
am or, if notice of a later date is
given to you, the later date at
am and until you are excused from
further attending; but -

L
ST COTIIREY. (i)

{ii)

[ITETRA_ YO PRODUCTLON

""".% FOR SeRvire (ii1)
fo

ROCED T
G 0 41”""‘ o4 !z{cf
I u. COMMEL

S ey
Fidled by! ' “GPJIRHFL

BOhTHEY ¢ UD0LY
Soligitars

82 Riisnabath Atieet
SWAVSY O WEUO 2000
DX 15a0 vy

Pl 221 B0

PaXs 273 3530

“Ev: DS 248970

vou need not attend or produce
any document or thing on any
day unless reasonable expenses
have been paid or tendered to
you.

instead of 30 attending, you
may produce this Subpoena and
the documents and things
described in the Schedule to a
clerk of the Court at the above
place by hand or by post, in
either case so that the clerk
receives them no later than two
days before the first date on
vwhich you are required so to
attend, specified for
gttendances.

you need not comply with this
Subpoena if it requires your
attendance at a place in Sydney
and is served on you after the
last day for service ghown
below.
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o topth Washpool” refers to Compartments numbers

Tt o Ty an Vashpool State Forest No. 355 and
) THl, lte ELh, T00-T713 inclusive in Billilimbra State Forest
. ; i o Vo oot g cotivities” refers to logging, harvesting,
v aonet et cziivities conducted by or on behalf of the
Lo en 20t o knovledge.
. “inad b etrvng, roading and burning plans and maps for North
Lony o cin TR0t cheg, 1980 to date,
7. cegpies oy sieny wnnn eindfur plans for North Washpool.
JAFIEE A el Veucgooent Plang for the Casino West Management Area

vt
vroa caly 1278 bo dote.

oot ool wiaal onvirormental Reviews for forestry activities in North
ey Toarpn 26 October, 1982 to date.

; SRS, udtis, ootes, correspondence, memoranda and other records
cacarTan resesred on Horth Washpool (including the collection and/or
reovo iz oF dacal) walating to:

N 14978

Vo Jertebhirate feuna

'1 «nvartebrate fauna

fo avifaunsa

o) wauatie fauna

8] hydrology

{7} rainfall

h climate

%) wind apeed and direction

(3 geology and soil types

(k) arogion potential

{1 water quality

(m) archaeclogy

{n) anthropology

{a) visual amenity

{p) recreatiopal use

(q} impact ¢f forestry activities
(r) proposals to mitigate impacts of forestry activities
(s) fire panagement

(£} fuel management

{u) fuel loads

(v} g.ound truthing of forest type maps

used in the preparation of the 1980 EIS entitled “Proposed Forest
Opecrwions in the Washpool Area.™

6. Origiral ind copy timber licences and coyrespondence relating to
allocation of ¢uotas and recovery of ex-quota logs for North Washpool
from %6 Qeieber 1982 to date.

' . P AT
7. A1y worling deruee foovced 1 Janvary 1985 &Eﬂdggggﬁo assess volumes of
havdwocd anl oo o000 Tigber avai=&5§9ffbr$ﬁa§§§%g§ng in the Coffs
Hackour -ooa0 dv on L the years;{? to 1995 ¢lusive.
- RETERE\ =
o HCEN P
JC-" E._\'a‘r;} —i
-2 3 oy
' ARy )<
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.;icf'JCWfE froi 1 January 1385 to date of hardwood and rainforest
Tewizer vt Limes gvailable Yor harvesting in the chfs Harbour Region in
ony o? ?Fu ycars 198% ¢o 1995 inclusive.

. or

“

Drient s recording or rzlerving to approvals (including consents,
Viconoe s o7 permdazions) by the Respondent for forestry activitieés in
Torva Yiesipool froua 26 Qetober, 1982 to date.

Nocvaepl, rerording o veferring to decisions by the Respondent to carry
out Torestiy activitiss in Rorth Vashpool from 26 October, 1982 to date.

Docupents yevording or referring to final decisions by the Respondent to
wnaertals and/or approve of the undertaking of forestry activities in
Horth Wachpool from 26 October, 1982 to 2 February, 1986,

rovrannordenne, reporis, notes, memoranda, submissions and other records
relating ta:

{a) tionber gquotas allocated to Big River Timber Company Pty Ltd
(“BRT") :
(h) volunes and types of timber extracted by BRT and Forests from

which the timber was extracted from 26 November, 1982 to date.
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1ssué§§ “%bhe b¢ BRUCE STEPHEN WOOLF
Applic quggiiga'or.
WOTE TEAT~
. 1% yoa Go not comply with this Subpoena you may be arrested;
b i, by pavogzeph (o) {ii), you are permitted to produce this Subpoena

znd other documents and things to a clerk of the Court at 388 George
Strart, fSydney you may produce them to the Clerk by hand at the office
esunter . ~cvel &, at the place or by posting them to:

Exhibits Clerk

Land & Envivonment Court of
Hew South Wales

GPO Box 336%

SYDMEY NSY 2001

o arcordance with paragraph (¢} {ii);

3. v paragraph (o) (ii), "days™ means days other than Saturdays, Sundays,
and other holidays;

4. documents and things produced by vou in accordance with this Subpoena
a3y be returned by post to you at your address shown in the Subpoena
but you may in writing on or attached to the Subpoena request that they
be posted to vyou at another address given to you;

5. any questions relating to the requirements of this $Subpcena should be
directed not to the Court but to the person who requested the issue of
this Subpoena.
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" OUR REF Bow 2489/0

YOULR REF

DAYE 18 September 1990

TOs Mr JGN CORXIIL

FROM: Bruce Weolf

RE:  NORIN WASHPOGL

ENCL.t

No, of pages including this page:f;’

¥ THE ABQVE WO. OF PAGES 12 NOT RRCEIVED
FURTHER MBSSAGE IR _ANY
Tim Robertaon requests that you produce by 8.00am, 19 September, 1990, a

comparative list under the headings of the paragraphs of clause 5 of the
Subpoena issued to the Forestry Comnission which last gives the following
information.

1. The heading undar the paragraph pumber;

2. The reference in the 1980 Environmental Impact Statement to that item in
the list, &g rainfall. If no reference is in the BIS to that subject matter
ther skate that bthis is the case.

3. If there is a reference in the EIS, detail whether site specific survey
work was done ia relation to that item. Was North Washpool ptrticullrly
referred to in relation to that item?

This 14st ia required urgently to support the request for the Subpoena
documents,

Bruca Stephen Woolf

e nef- el F-9 OFEa, 90



IN THE LAND & ENVIRONMENT COURYT

OF KEX 3CUTHE WALEZ

Fo. go0208n of 1590

JOEN CORKILL

Applicant

FORESTRY COMMISSION
OF_NSH

Reapondent

SUBPOENA YOk PRODUCTION

T[H FO ERI'!

ASRIDCED

ORDER 'O 4#’“‘*
M. J. CONNELL

Filed by:  NCGISTRAR

S g
HILLMAN & VOOLY P
Solicitors

82 Elizabeth Struet//
SYDNEY N&W 2000
DX: 1558 SYDNEY
PH: 22) 8522

FAX: 223 3530
REF: RSV 2485/0

—-'.-qlmed. 16."%@ 13459 T WL S FAGE
| .

Lo d

T0: he Proper Gificey
Forestry Commission of NSH
Forestry House

as York Etreest,

SYDNEY NEW 2000

THE COURT ORDERS THAT you shall attend and
produce this Subpoena and the documents and
things described in the Schedule:-

{a) before the Court

{(d) at Level 6,
Aperican Express Tower,
388 George Street
(cnr King Street)
SYDNEY NSW 2001

e} on [%W day n:QA««H‘ 1990 at 4o

am or, if notice of a later date is
given to you, the later date at

am and until you are excused from
further attending; but -

(i)  you need not attend or produce
any document or thing on any
day unless reasonable expenses
have been paid or tendered to
you.

(ii) instead of so attending, you
may produce this Subpoena and
the documents and things
described in the Schelule to a
clerk of the Court at the above
place by hand or by post, in
either case so that the clerk
receives them no later than two
days before the first date on
which you are required so to
attend, specified for
attendances.

(1i1) you need not comply with this
Subpoena if it requires your
04 IZFI ls‘(g attendance at a place in Sydney
' and is served on you after the
last day for service shown
below.
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In this Schedule, the expression “North Washpool" refers to Compartmesnts nusbers
§86=694 inclusive, €33-699 inclusiye in Hashpool State Porest No. 355 and
Compartsent numbers 679, §9%, 606, 700-713 inclusive in Billilimbra State Forest
Wo. B8 and the ewpression “forestey sctivities" refers to lagging, hnzuas&inu
roaddng, burning snd associated agtivities conducted by or on behalf of the
Respondent or with its consent &r knawledge.

1.

7.

Draft and finazl harvesting, roazding and burning plans and maps for Rorth
Vashpos! from 1 Septenber, 1980 to date.

Logging history maps and/or plans for North Washpool.

Draft aund Fina)l Management Plans for the Casino West Management Area
from July 1579 to date.

Draft and final Environmental Reviews for forestry activities in North
Vathpool from 26 October, 1982 to date.

Studies, reperts, notes, correspondence, mena;aniqqgnﬂ_gﬁ%pt records
concerning research on North Washpool (ineluding the collection and/or
analysis of data) relating to:

{a) flora

{b) vertabrate fauna

ig) invertebrate fauna

) avifauna

{e} aguatic fauna

{f£) hydrology

{g) rainfall

(k) climate

{1) wind apeed and direction

(1) geology and soil types

(k) erosion potential

(1) water quality

(m) archaeology

{n) anthropology

(o) visual amenity

(p) recreational use

(g) impact of forestry activities

(r) proposals to mitigate impacts of forestry activities
(s) fire management ' '
(t) fuel management

(u} fuel loads _

(v} ground truthing of forest type maps

uaed in the preparation of the 1980 EIS entitled “Proposed Forest
Operations in the Vashpool Area.”

Original and copy timber licences and correspondence relating to
allocstion of guotas and recovery of ex-quota logs for North Washpool
from 26 Qotober 1982 to Qdate.

ALl workany documents used 1 Januvary t T
hardwood and relnforest timber avail
Barbour Region in any of the years't

1




11.

12.
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All assessments frop ) Januar§ 1385 to date of hardwood and rainforest
tisbor volumes available For Rarvesting in the Coffs Harbour Region in
any of the yeara 1985 to 1995 inclusive.

Documants recording or referring to approvals (including consents,
licences or permiasions] by the Respondent for forestry activities im
Vorth Washposl from 26 Ootober, 1982 to date.

Documeants recording or referring to decisions by the Respondent to carry
out forestry activities in North Washpool from 25 October, 1982 to date.

Documents recording or referring to final decisions by the Respondent to
undertake and/or approve of the undertaking of forestry activities im
North Washpool from 28 October, 1982 to 2 February, 1986.

Correspendance, roporls, notes, memoranda, submissions and other records
yelating te:

{a) tinber guotas allocated to Big River Timber Company Pty Ltd
{"BRT") ;
(®) volunes and types of tinber extracted by BRT and Forests from

whieh the timber was extracted from 26 November, 1982 to date.
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NOTE TRAT:-

1.

2.

if you do not couply vith this Subpoena you may De arrested;

1f, by paragraph (c)(ii), you are permitted to produce this Sﬁbtotua
and other documents and thipngs to a clerk of the Court at 388

Street, Sydney you may produce them to the Clerk by hand at the office
eounter, lavel 6, at the place or by posting them to:

Exhibite Clerk

Land & Environment Court of
Hew South Wales

GFO Bax 31365

SYDNEY NSW 2001

in accordance with paragraph (c) (ii);

in oparagraph (e) (31), "days" means days other than Saturdays, Sundays,
and other holidayar

docupents and things produced by you in accordance with this Subpoena
may be veturned by post te you at your address shown in the Subpoena
but you may io writing on or attached to the Subpoena request that they
be posted to you at another address given to you;

any questions relating to the requirements of this Subpoena should be
directed not to the Court but to the persen who requested the issue of
this Subpoena.



[m A ST &TEL & X TeRTs T FREDERIVYE JORDAN

TIM ROBERTSON
Tel: (02) 228 7337 Frederick Jordan Chamber:
Pax: (02) 221 6036 233 Macquarie Street
DX 450  SYDNRY Sydney N.S.W. 2000

Mr Bob Carr,

Leader of the Oppositviovn,
Parliament #Houss,
Macquarle B raetl,
SYDNEY NEW 2000.

refar 1o our oval rtable conferente on 10 September 1990
coancerning this matter.
RS you know, a problem nas arisen about the precise terms of
thé 1582 Rainforest Policy Geclisioh. Since our contersance 1
have had Lhe opportunity of discussiong with some
participasnls and 1| have read the Cabinel papers In relation
to Washpocl. Lhe 1962 Raintorest Policy decision was as
follows:

The remaining allocation ot rainforest timbers to Big
River Timbers Pty Ltd from the 1982/3 year be halved to
& maxipum volume of 25,300 cubic metres. This was a
Lotal terminoting guota not a yearly quota and it
constituted s reduction in total gquota from 67,862
cublic motres (as at 31 May 1980).

Soutce:  The reduction in guota was proposed in the
DEF's bowvaronmental Impact Assessment entitled
*Proposed Tl‘H‘cb; UperaLions in the ml Area" (May
1982) at pages 13106-137 (Attachment 1). The proposal
was crystailzzcd in the Paper presented by the Minister
for Flaumang end Cnvironment to Cabinet on 25 October
1982 eplilled "Rainforest", being recommendation 1(p.
51, Annexure "AY, Whatchouse atfidavit). Cabinet's
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Y N aCosdod A DOLes prepared by the
&t ., the lon. Terry Sheahan, MP
Wnitehouse affidavit). The decision
1 an annexure ww the Pramier's press
O ufi¢hv: 1982 entivled "Government
foyeats washpool, para 1. (Annexure C,

(8e1)
rnent will assist #ig River Timber dn
alternative non-rainforest timbers during an
v transition [rom rainforest timbers.,

.
! )
[

;ﬁﬁ Raport nominated 8 quota years for
2%, 300 cubic metres of timber in

Table 271 (p. 137). The "Rainforest® paper circulated

to Cab y the Minister for Planning and Environment .
itd nor suggest an g }ear phiase out period although 1t5
recomnendattons releting to general policy suggested

4t "paintorest .Wﬂ;!nu be rapidly phased out"., The

Sheahnn notlées 4api roved the Iecweﬂﬂ&tlonﬁ iﬂ t«h&

with immaterial gualifications

1 Have outllned T .,  The
P ducument was approved by the then Premiar
¢« reloase Lo the media (see Whitehouse

'y F1dn para 1) . Indeed, Mr wWhitehouse recalls that
it wWo nintly authored by him and the then Assistant
oninl 58] one: ‘orests.

‘he 25,300 cuble metres total guota of rainforest
timbers should be obtained irem the areas identified on
page 266 of the DEP RIA Report (Attachment 2) or area
68 (Desert Creek, Norlh Washpool) and area 7B (Malara
Croek, North washpool). Areas 6B and 7B were not to be
logged supplies from Lhe alternative rainforest
sources Joentif{iod i the Repart were exhausted.

Source: Secommendation 2, B!1?‘;11'1[wrmat r:l‘::dopted and
gltered (to ada the balance of area 7B) as recorded in
Bheakan's potes. 'the publxshedﬂ&dovarnment Boliey—Tor
h31n.ure:J¥%ﬂu9P not disclose Cabinet's decision as
recorded by Sheahan te reqguire the exhaustion of
slternative arcas before ralntorest in North Washpool
is loggend.

Hurdwooo mills in the Casino West Management area will
be maintainad for their current projected life and they
will pe required Lo utilize as lorge as practicable
volume of ex-quota logs with additlional supplies from
North wWashpool.

xnd ﬂ« ;1ﬂ;ﬁ :e Lo én 8§ year phase out %Eg The . I
publis vﬁyjﬂtvc:f.ﬂuc = T Rainforégﬁz atatasfghe--“'

Pt

L e fmt
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,J recaommendacion 3, sheahan's

; .
. {:ghl S FREant w—gee—ea Rainfores -(pm:a 3).
Phase ports of press &0 and 7B at North Uﬂﬂh@ﬁﬂl Which
are not required Lo mecot the remainder of the BRT
rainforosrl Limber guota or the remsinder of the
nardwoos asuppliss Lo Lhe hardwood mills in the Casino
wWasl Marno } ment arca will be roserved as National Park.
By inference, this would not veeur before 1990 by which

vime 1 Le DRT guels was oxpected to be tati.sﬁ.ed.

SO rae E fC.-Tw‘ 3 L r { cCMhdﬂLiOn 5}! smahﬂﬂ B
notes. T nvnilbneuhﬂﬁovernment PSTtey—on Rainforestf

nakes no retersnce to the Cabinet decision to ad8d those
parts ot Norch Washpool not Used for gueolsa purpoases to
the Washrool Notiocnal Park.

The Covernment will assist BRT in regard to ‘Lﬁchnolﬂgy
and access to alternative sources of timber currently
in privole ownership, including the possible use of a
SLate Favirommental Planning Policy or special
legielacion A "rainforest fund” will be established
witlh an doliisl sem of 51 m to promote and encourage
Lhe development of new technologles and assist affected
industries during the transitlion period in which the
Ihuvjv ol policy will be implemented. The FPORTECEH
v on alicrpnative timber supplies Lo Washpool (DEP
nm yoport, pp. 222-325) to be taken into account by
Lthe Porestry Commission In fdentifying alternative
timbar supplioes.
L ?*( —

Source‘g'“nhluforeﬁtf recommendations 5 and 6,
Stegharn's noles, and\iGevernment Jettcy or—

Rajintorest .':E‘Pi('.\_;‘7

With great regpect Lo Lhose whose recellections differ, the
documentary =videnca ia compelling. <Cabinet decided in 1982
Lo phase oul rainforest logging. It specified with great
precision the places from which the timber was to be taken
during the r: ansiriora] period, the amount of timber to be
taken, the company which wes entitled to take that timber
and the period during which the timber could be taken. John
Whitehouse has now deposed on oalh Lo his belief that the
quota hes been exhausted. His affidavit is enclosed
herewith .

In the light of the ovidence, by now permitting logging of
rainforests and wet gclerophyll hardwood with rainforest
emergents in Lho nesle understorey, the Government is
rejecting the 1982 decision, Tt iz obvious that Greiner's
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T1M ROBERTSON

Frederick Jordan Chambers
¢33 Macquarie Street
Sydney N.S.W. 2000

TIME:  2.00 pm

ATTENTION: JOHN CORKILL

ted (including this page).
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MW T 4 . LIUER NICK GREIN
RAINFORE ESTS

To The Fremier it _ -
“arlisment House Print your address
Macquarie Streat MW@&
Sydney, 2000 Today's Date i

Your letler can include any or s)) of the following points :

Dear Mr. Greiner

The NORTH WASHPOOL forests heve leng been recognised as onge of the
Stoate s most prigline wilderness arees.

Vour Government should horour ts commitiment Lo the Wilderness Act by
supporling the National Park & wildlife Service's sssessment & '
recommandelion for proteclion of North Washpool.

You should Dan Jogaing, roading, burning off & mining from the ares.

Alternatives Lo proposed Forestry Commission legging of the North
washpool RAINFORESTS & 0ld Growth forests should be fnvestigated as an
urgent priority Lo defuse the current conflict situation

e North washpool forests are continuous with and as significant as the
ad|acent WORLD HERITAGE wWashpoo! National Park.

At tins Lime of growing concern for the environment, it is vital that
rainforest logging in NSW. be terminated immediately, and the last
remaining wilderness areas be saf&gunrded for all time.

This 18 your Government's chume to improve on the Wran Gove
1982 decision to protect the &taw s rainforests, PLEASE ACT NOW.

Yours sincerely

(Your signature)

AN EEAXEBLEERA LS R AR B R BB NE B2 N X %552 I I T399I W e



iRe N W b Sress Aol was passed in 1887 with the unanimous support
Cihe Liberal &ofalonal parties, however 1o date it hes not been used to
Mplameant a 18 SHTVRS,

N Jenuary 19809, soon after a nomination from the Wildermess Soctety to
protect North washpool, the Forestry Commission begen pushing new
lDgging roads Into the area, despite the availability of allemative

@ & ralnfores! understory resources outside the forests under

O ng Lion

hargwo

Only blockades & lagal actions by iocs) conservationists highlighting the
ingleyuale & out of dele Envirenmential impact Statements & logging
pracilces being used by the Forestry Commission hove prevented further
INEUrsIgns

Last mdath, tne new State Ministar for Resources, Mr. wWest, declared a 4
wREk arslon i o lagging aclivity in North Washpool Lo permit National
Parks & wilalife Service sssessment of the Wilderness values of the aree.
This arrengement expires on Friday 7th September, o only concerted
action from envirunmenl & political groups and the geseral public will
convines the Grainer government Lo selisfactorily protect these important
forests

WHAT YOU CAN DO

wWrite or Fax lgtters {o -

The Premier, ir Nick Greiner (02) 231 1110

The Mmister Tor the Environment, Mr Tim Moore (02) 368 2900
The Mintster for Resources, Mr. Garry West (02) 251 1442

The Oppesition Leacer, Mr Bob Carr (02) 230 2604

ANl ©/= Parfisment House, Mecquarie Street, Sydneg, 2000

Froduced by the Foarest Campalgn Group of Lthe Australien Conseryvation
Foundation (ACF), (02) 247 42865

For MORE INFORMATION plesse contact -

R #o i+ LPal
The Nature Conservation Council (02) 247 2228
The Wilderness Sociaty (02) 267 7929

bt W (b

A R -
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MEDTA REIBASE INT SEPTEMBER 1560
OREINER'S CHAMNCE TO QUT-GREEN CARR?

State Dpposition Léader, 5ob Cwr, has canfronted NEW
envh MO ANd L4 'I.""-'I-‘.'ﬂ lhe Stmowmmi
th B UAkgs the ALP, say The Wilderness

]

ATT'A rmoent remarks i the
¢ ALP would stind by its
n condones the logging of
I Geaflon, northem NSW,
corth Fedt Foregt Alllsnce
Jlarly nigniflcant in view of
Cuesslsy on whether the
) 0T fENe conservation.

Wildarness Sociaty’s
mih Ignere the growth In
ind wlldemess

Hieh for she snvircnment’s sake

iemationgl significance of
aye lsting of the rainforests
ontinue into North Washpoot®,

Thiz Nstin L it plhae ot the time of the Forestry
Commifssions 1980 BIS. The W ound TWE have obtained legal advice
ihat the propored fngginy cpmstions (n the area sre Olegal due to
e insdegitg LT 2 1e I bis RIS

|
The groups sy the NFWSE ssssssment of the ares under the Wildemess
At [6 now complate and i3 expetted o be presented to Cabinet on
Tuasdey, The Marth Wi G001 Arof wes nominated b}’ the Wilderness
Mr Juln Corkill, spakespenon for the North East Forest Allisnos

says "the Coalition votea for the NS “- Witdemess Act, introduced by
Bob Carr s the '\";-u,l " AN My Crelner now has the opportunity to
2€ Ohe up angd deman "Ri\. kg1 '.I'l'o commitment to Wdemm
protection on this ‘-%'.it han My Cerr has been willing 1o give to
date.”

"The mtd(. of North \’untnpc- i 8 a erucial rast! Of toth pwe‘
pf‘-J‘ESBﬁd fuppart for T.L“,jve[negg pratestion” , S&YS Mr qukm of
the MNorth East Porat Allanes ;

Fm furthe: :*.'.' .

I \roH"II WS 'y ' 104 h E( 79,’9 (w)
0 Corkill, NE} 660 14 1) 247 4206 (W)
- aEQ T Y 267 7999 ()
= FJOI 3 ? Wil) L 2z \
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¥ildernegs Act. dntroduped hyuﬁ?¥

Australia and the world, wad o

| ' i ,.|L'::" I
ye i} , !
S wnra xmumase 1 ARG eRMHRE TSRO b
S ey o .'
-7 ‘OREINER'S® CHANCE TO OUT-GREEN CARR? °| 14
| 8tate Dpposition Lesder, Bob Cabr, has angersd 9

-environmentalists and provide§ Mr Greiner with a unigue ﬁﬁrqﬂﬁfl
to out-green the ALP. This folloWs & report in the Graften Dai
Examinex that the ALP would stand by ite/1983 decision on zor’a

boundaries. | |- 2 y
Hé North Wash _:11u11 nags, The
gﬁt“rth gaat“?ggiﬁt ;gfigﬂﬂ'r-

say Mr Carr's comment haa'ﬁ#}t;"v__'aig¥£gi§¢2¢9 in the 14

a.State Cabipet decleion on the tuture of the Washpool Wil

ares 1n'noxthqxﬂyuﬂﬁ. i %;}  s 20 LR iy

-

"Bob cgr:'igiihhnring all_ﬁhhtggg} hnpp&ﬁ@d-iu"@hé last el

Sias Aos ik
Groups campaigning to protect.
'Wilggrncaapgoaﬁa:y (TWe) and t

ysarg, ‘the Worid Heritage listisg of the wﬁf’mvmiﬁmg
and the palitical lessone 'on th Eﬁrﬂnﬁtn;,-;iitc&q;_Qg~ cern
dbout forest protection,” said Me Elise Nawberry, spokespsy
The Wildernegs Society, (! ?&M4II L LT S e

OS] | Sl e | {4 1Y | TN I‘l'_ s
The groups Say Mr Carr iz abégigéﬁ harenfuuareg.gghgggﬁqkﬁ;qhﬂut -
huge jab‘lgx&%ﬂc despite the' ],M:ghat:thu bame claiws wers made by - -«
the same companies in 1982;1hg$%ﬁﬁd vrojected dob losges ‘Wave not
nanifest, ;F.Frb-__-_ T RIS Rgap ,

L)

i SN M= 0l
' fﬂt'nf Tﬂnﬁéguildq:bgqg_ﬁéuigation
g expe taﬁ*to.hq;gra;ahtud to

{
BT
A

A e L i |
45 and NEFA ‘say Lhe NPWS ass
for 'the area 1! now complete
Cabinet next wedk. | ;

il FEEE
N " i !l_-l,“.. | g8 !

The dgsue has reached bbiiin§¥ﬁﬁ¥nt?witnithe,aﬁqté-ﬁiniétékgfar ;
Foréste, Mr Garty West, intervépning at the 11th hour to prevent |
Forestry EQHmiaaion‘proceading;yith.1o§qimgtdnd reading operations
which TWS. and NEFA have legal '&dvice is 13lwgal. X: :

: X || |""'Li ; i g :-I‘:Ii ' S ] J y e
*mr-weaﬁfsyiqnnih;a~nctiona.ﬂ&é&atgaled an. injunction last week and
gave thé NPWE breathilng spice ¥ complete {ta Wilderness dssessment -
of the area &nd Cabinet time to mske a decision on North Washpool 's
future," said Mg Newberry. = " e e n = (AT -

|
JRIL |

"The Cuali;ipnﬁgeva unanimows

pokt to Ehe %awaaqp of the NaWw

; Job' 'Carr as the Minister, and Mr
Greiner now has the opportunity o go one up and demonstrats a
greater commitment to wildernels protection on this issue than Mx
carr has-been=ﬂ§111ng to give o date", maid Mr John Corkill of the '
Noxrth East Rore i | 4 = et { g - 't

I!'illiancs. il _

) AR i L -;[L ¥ ) : ! 1

™n & st&rtligglﬁeﬁefhtion on ﬁd;;aciantit;dwniqnitiaunaa of the

area, Wildernees Soclety resea¥olers believe that the World At

Heritage Dureau may not have ve#lised that = | . ) 0 =ra

the Willewie Scrub in the Weshpool wilderness area had bean carved

up in a political compromige in 1982 and was not faully {nciuded in

the nomination with which 1t'wt?Tprésanted. vk < lFind
A TR N

Willowie Berub, the largest st d of coachwdod rainforest in

 of ‘the major factors in the

Juded on the' World Heritage List in

»

yeatudy of the world heritage

&

Washpool National Park being iuné
1986. The revelation rollowg




'-":nonination map which we o
Park haundary. mﬂ o ﬁiﬂ

D Hnrxy'liecher, einminant rmrcﬂ,f | th
of North Washpool, incl d:ng frémn der ﬂ Ehpn_:;

Lo the adjscent Nationa Park ig ' tnl ﬁq't i.teal_"‘ ;
. ©f the Washpool World Heritaﬁe awag

“The rntﬂga of North Watheal s a eruéiailtaab o: buth'airtinl'
professed support for wildern otection following the

of the last gtate election when the E‘mnmrf:h Gﬂwrmenﬁ
protect the forests of the Smmhr 8t, and the Oreiner ¢

rejection of the nms all wildoraes u;aanmanﬁ ilm- Gmlanwbm.
said Mr G‘orkill : _

W | I
» o 1' | i
For rurther_ i'nfbrllnt]_.on ! : e ot i ! j
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HeEh12 : JD SEPTEMBER 1990 F
B E T AN PO DUT-GREEN aaaa?"
Atata Sppudall Leader, BB c'm h“ am : I
anvivonmantal iscé and provided Mr Bfﬁiﬁlf ﬂigﬁli uaiqme,uﬁhww unaity ]
ta vt ,[nT- ne ALT pdy The Wilderness 6ec1;£p and tha—inruh
Foreot Allie
Thé groups any M =r 'a compent in the Grafton nnily.zxuhimar
the ALP « - S0t Ly oLun 1982 dewiston on forsst boundaries Fey
candéap 2 ol Zurther wilderness in northern NSW. '
THe Mildernsss w0 (TWE) and the North East Forest Alliance
INEFA] may o comment has pavticular significance in the
Ledd-Up tf iLlnet decision on the future of the Washpeol
vi 1 daptikd E ¢ Uraftcon. |
1q ' cepperson for The wilderness Socisty's
Aty fen Cary s ignoring the growth in public
s JLldETness protactian over the past eight .
yed

! racogoisr the tnnernaziannl gignificance of
O & ) he world Feritage listing of the rainforests
h cnel Park which continue into North Washpeol®”,

This 1L i .n place @t the time of the Forestry
ConuiEana . A8, The NEFA and TWE Have ubtained legal advice

at the Py geing opsrations in the drea are lllegal due to
T ! ol v | ¢ obeolesand® 9l trHis EIS-

r'hie Gt AL W0 sassasment of the area under the Wilderness
Act Lo 0« cplete and le expected to be presented ta Cabinet on

fumasay, The Horth Washpool area was  pominated by the wilﬂenuess
fociety ia Dscenbher 1988,

Mr John Cowkill 1,‘kﬂﬂ}éraﬂn tor the Noith East Forest Alliance
aays ‘t*« coslition voted fof the NEW Wilderness Act, introduced by
Boh Carr 88 Lhe Mimidter, ond My Greinsr now has the opportunity to
U0 One AP and Sepopstrate a greater commitment to wilderness
g:p‘|-t*7u O Lhia tAsue thaa Mr Carr has been willing to give to
sata.”

Tha fuTure of }.-°L Washpool is a crucial test of bath parties’
prafessad oupport for wildertiésa protection”, saye Mr Corkill of
the North Eadr r ragt Alliance,

For further icformations

Eiite Newpe: ‘3. THE (02) 713 7294 (h) 267 7938 {w}
Johin Covkill, HEFA, (02) 660 3496 (h) 247 4306 (w)
Heydn Washisgton, TWE, (02) 969 909C (h) 36? 7929 (w)
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The Hon. Nick Greiner

Premier

Parliament House

Sydney 2000 August 30th 1990

Dear Mr Greiner,
RE: FUTURE OF WASHPOOL WILDERNESS AREA, NORTHERN NSW

The Society understandg that the National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) has recently completed its assessment of the
nomination of the Washpool wilderness area under the
Wilderness Act. We also understand that NPWS wilderness
asgsessments are referred to Cabinet for its consideration.

The future of the Washpool wilderness area is of dgreat
concern to the NSW conservation movement, particularly as
7000 ha in the north of the area is under imminent threat
from logging.

You may recall that an earlier wilderness assessment by the
NPWS for the Coolangubra wilderness area in south east NSW,
was found to meet the criteria under the Wilderness Act but
protection for the area was rejected by Cabinet. In
considering the Washpool wilderness assessment the Society
urges you to fulfil the Coalition's commitment to the
Wilderness Act.

The accompanying briefing paper on the Washpool issue is
intended for your consideration in preparation for the
Cabinet discussion. The Wilderness Society and the North
East Forest Alliance would appreciate the opportunity to
meet with you to discuss this issue before its presentation
to Cabinet.

Yours sincerely,

Mattaret Kokesfo.

Margaret Robertson
Naticonal Campaign Team

WILDERNFSS ~ the original and best of planet earth
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. MEDIA RELEASE
PLEASE EMBARGO TO 6 A.M. MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 1990

GREINER'S CHANCE TO OUT-GREEN_ CARR?

NSW Opposition Leader Bob Carr has confronted environmentalists,
and provided the Greiner Government with a unidque opportunity to
out-green the ALP, according to The Wilderness Society and the
North East Forest Alliance.

The green groups responded today to Mr Carr's recent remarks in the
Grafton Daily Examiner, where he said that the ALP would stand by
its 1982 decision on forest boundaries which condones logging in
the Washpool wilderness area west of Grafton, northern NSW.

The groups said Mr Carr's comment is particularly significant in
view of the State Cabinet decision expected this Tuesday, on
protection of the Washpool Wwilderness area for nature conservation.

Ms Elise Newberry, spokesperson for The Wilderness Society's
Armidale Branch said: "Bob Carr's comments ignore the growth in
public and scientific concern about forest and wilderness
protection over the past eight years. ‘

"Mr Greiner now has an opportunity which, for the environment's
sake, he must take up. '

"We urge Mr Greiner to recognise the international significance of
the area as shown by the World Heritage listing of the rainforests
of the Washpool National Park which continue into North Washpool™,
said Ms Newberry.

This listing was not in place at the time of the Forestry
Commission's 1980 EIS. The groups have obtained legal advice that
the proposed logging operations in the area are illegal due to the
inadequacy and obsolescence of this EIS.

' The groups say the NPWS.assessment of the area under the Wilderness
i Act is now complete and is expected to be presented to Cabinet on
Tuesday. The North Washpool area was nominated by the Wilderness
Society in December 1988.

Mr John Corkill, for the North East Forest Alliance, said: "the
Coalition voted for the NSW Wilderness Act, introduced by Bob Carr
as the Minister, and Mr Greiner now has the opportunity to go one
up and demonstrate a greater commitment to wilderness protection on
this issue than Mr Carr has been wWilling to give to date."

"The future of North Washpool is a crucial test of both parties’
professed support for wilderness protection”, said Mr Corkill.

For further information:
Elise Newberry, TWS (02) 713 7294 h 267 7929 w
Haydn Washington, TWS (02) 969 9090 h 267 7929 w
John Corkill, NEFA {02} 660 3496 h 247 4206 w
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MEDIA RELEASE...
PLEASE EMBARGO TO 6 A.M. MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 1990

GREINER'S CHANCE TO SAVE WORLD HERITAGE RAINFORESTS,
LEFT OUT BY WRAN

Tuesday's Cabinet decision on Washpool, a threatened wilderness
area in north-east NSW, is an historic chance for Premier Nick
Greiner to rectify a major mistake by the Wran Government in 1982,
The Wilderness Society said today.

Mr Richard Ledgar, Director of the Society said: "Startling new
information shows that an internationally significant rainforest in
Washpool, which should have been protected in a World Heritage zone
declared in 1986, was in fact left cut on the basis of Mr Wran's
1982 decision.”

"Tuesday's Cabinet meeting is Mr Greiner's chance to show that his
Government does care for our natural heritage - by protecting the
entire North Washpool area as wilderness," Mr Ledgar said.

"Washpool includes the 'Willowie Scrub’' rainforest - the largest
area of coachwood forest in the world - which was one of the major
reasons for the region being placed on the World Heritage List in
the first place."” ' '

"Four years later, parks and wildlife experts including prominent
ecologist Associate Professor Harry Recher, have confirmed that
almost one fifth of this precious forest was left out of the
protected area.” ‘ :

The Cabinet decision will be based on a National Parks & Wildlife
Service (NPWS} assessment of Washpool, conducted under the
Wilderness Act following The Wilderness Society's nomination of the
area in 1988. :

Although the Liberal and National Parties supported the Wilderness
Act before they came to power, they are yet to protect any new
areas. The last assessment to go before NSW Cabinet, Coolangubra
wilderness in the South East Forests, was rejected out of hand in
February 1989.

"Washpool is a special opbortunity for Mr Greiner to show that,

despite his track record, there is some depth to his new—found
green colours," Mr Ledgar concluded.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Richard Ledgar (018) 380 393 . (03) 329 6045 h
Haydn Washington (02) 267 7929 w (02) 969 9090 h
Elise Newberry (02) 267 7929 w (02) 713 7249 h

A.J. Brown (02) 267 7929 w (02) 389 8797 h
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MEDIA ALERT.... MEDIA ALERT....
TUESDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER 1990

FOREST ANIMALS AND SUPPORTERS
SEEK PROTECTION FOR RATINFOREST HOME

WHAT: COLOURFUL DEMONSTRATION FOR PROTECTION OF
"NORTH WASHPOOL" FOREST, INCLUDING KOALA,
KOOKABURRA, POSSUMS AND TALL TREES

WHEN : TUESDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER, 8.30 A.M.

WHERE : STATE CABINET MELETING, STATE OFFICE BLOCK, CITY
— PHILLIP ST ENTRANCE

WHY : STATE CABINET IS TO CONSIDER PROTECTION OF
"NORTH WASHPOOL" AS WILDERNESS, FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT OF
THE AREA BY THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE UNDER
THE N.S.W. WILDERNESS ACT.

THIS VITAL AREA OF RAINFOREST AND NATIVE FOREST
WILDERNESS IN THE NORTH OF THE STATE, NOMINATED BY THE
WILDERNESS SOCIETY, IS NOW KNOWN TO BE OF WORLD HERITAGE
SIGNIFICANCE.

IT ALSO COMES AS THE FIRST MAJOR TEST OF PREMIER
GREINER'S “GREEN" COLOURS SINCE HIS CABINET RESHUFFLE, AS
THOUGHTS OF THE NEXT ELECTION START TO LOOM.

CONTﬁCT: Elise Newberry (02) 267 7929 w {02) 713 7249 h
E

A. J. Brown - (02) 267 7929 w (02) 389 8797 h.
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The Hon. Nick Greiner

Premier

Parliament House

sydney 2000 August 30th 1990

Dear Mr Greiner,
RE: FUTURE OF WASHPOOL WILDERNESS AREA, NORTHERN NSW

The Society understands that the National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS) has recently completed its assessment of the
nomination of the Washpool wilderness area under the
Wilderness Act. We also understand that NPWS wilderness
assessments are referred to Cabinet for its consideration.

The future of the Washpool wilderness area is of great
concern to the NSW conservation movement, particularly as
7000 ha in the north of the area is under imminent threat
from logging.

You may recall that an earlier wilderness assessment by the
NPWS for the Coolangubra wilderness area in south east NSW,
was found to meet the criteria under the Wilderness Act but
protection for the area was rejected by Cabinet. In
considering the Washpool wilderness assessment the Society
urges you to fulfil the Coalition's commitment to the
Wilderness Act. .

The accompanying briefing paper on the Washpool issue 1is
intended for your consideration in preparation for the
Cabinet discussion. The Wilderness Society and the North
East Forest Alliance would appreciate the opportunity to
meet with you to discuss this issue before its presentation
to Cabinet.

L

Yours sincerely, :

Matgaret Kobeofio

Margaret Robertson
National Campaign Team'

WILDERNESS — the original and best of planet earth
e ST j;m.“. i g?l _}:;f;?; _
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MINISTERIAL BRIEFING PAPER - WASHPOOL WILDERNESS - AUG. 1990

The Wilderness Society (TWS) and North East. Forest Alliance
(NEFA) believe the following crucial points should be kept
in mind when considering the Washpool Wilderness Assessment:

R e
,

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

-1, . The 1982 Wran Government's landmark Rainforest Decision
was concerned with rainforest, not wilderness.
Political compromises included drawing an arbitrary
line through Washpool's Willowie Scrub, the largest

: continuous stand of Coachwood forest in Australia and

% : the world.

2. A decision 8 years out of date does not pre—-empt a
decision on wilderness protection. The Wildernesa Act
1987, which was gupported by the Coalition Parties in
Opposition, requires a decision on wilderness values
identified by NPWS.

3. Despite unanimous support for the Act, the Coalition
has been unconvincing in its commitment to the
HI _ - Wilderness Act. e.g Coolangubra Wilderness nomination.

. 4. Projected disastrous job losses and 'profit reductions' '
Lo have not ocdcurred following the 1982 decision. Economic i
. : -‘consequences of North Washpool's protection projected
_ p by industry sources will reflect vested interests, are
P .}  - likely to be inflated and require independent review.

[ S 5. Forestry Commission (FCNSW) evaluations of available
ﬂ- N - alternative resources have been pessimistic and

% o unreliable. Recent 1990 re-evaluationg of resource
[ - availability indicate greater alternative resources
ﬁ" S exXxist than have bheen previously disclosed. These re-
: evaluations peed independent review and verification.

6. Legal counsel has provided written Advice on the _

. P validity of the 1980 Washpool EIS for proposed works in
0o 1990. It indicates that the EIS fails all the tests for
AR an adequate EIS. Action is being commenced in the Land
and Environment Court to prevent pre-emptive works
until the EPA Act is complied with. The proposed
logging is not a_ legally available option at this time.

v "_ 7. Community support for protection of forest wilderness
. continues to be high. Without decigive action to.
protect surviving wilderness, the Government cannot Dbe

recognised as adequately addressing the ecological
imperative, :

P e e o P T



HISTORY Of HA{}IPOOL ISSUE

An Environwgylnl Impact Statement (EIS) for the whole of the
Washpool awgp covering approximately 42 000 ha was produced by the
Forestry Compission (FCNSW) in 1980.

This EIS was very severely criticised by the NPWS in 1981, by
Department of Environment and Planning in 1982 and again in 1983 by
Dr Fox, from the National Herbarium, in a review prepared for the
DEP..All concluded the EIS was inadequate and did not meet
requirements of Part V of the EPA Act.

As part of the Wran Government's 1982 "Rainforest Decision" nearly
28 000 ha was protected as Washpool National Park whilst a further
7000 ha was made available to: the timber industry in Washpool and
Billilimbra State Forests. This area, arbitarily ommitted, is Known-
as North Washpool. C '

In 1985, Washpool National Park was declared a wilderness area
under the NPW Act 1974 and was nominated for World Heritage
Listing. It was accepted and included in the World- Heritage Listing
of NSW rainforests in 1986 partly because of the importance of the
Willowie Scrub, the largest coachwood forest in the world. At
least 16 percent of the Willowie Scrub is in North Washpool,
outside the Park. '

The North Washpool area was nominated by the Wilderness Society
under the Wilderness Act in 1988 to seek the secure protection of
the whole of the Scrub and to maintain the wilderness values of the
greater Washpool ecosysten.

When the Forestry Commission of NSW (FCNSW) was informed North
Washpool's the wilderness nomination, it informed The Wilderness
Society it was due to proceed immediately with roading operations
into the nominated area.

Interim protection was requested in January 1989, and again in
March 1990, but was twice refused by Minister Tim Moore. !

Roading commenced into Desert Creek catchment (Washpool SF) and The
Wilderness Society and NEFA, along with other north coast
conservation groups, blockaded the rcading operations in August
1989. ‘

Roadwork was called to a halt and the blockade was lifted when
FCNSW agreed to undertake an archaeological survey on the
Aboriginal sites in the area. A brief anthropological survey was
completed of part of the area proposed for logging.

-An 1100 ha Aboriginal Place is proposed to be created in Washpool
SF, vet no formal declaration or gazettal has occurred. Other areas
of Aboriginal significance haven't been identified by FCNSW and
will be threatened by proposed works.

Work was due to reCQmmence”in August 1990 but after representation

" to the new Minister for Forests, Gary West, and the Minister for

the Environment, Tim Moore, it was determined that work would not
proceed until the Wilderness Assessment by the NPWS had been.
considered by Cabinet.: . . ' : s

Further contacts: Haydn Washington (TWS) 969 9090, Elise Newbury

- (TWS) . 267 7929 or John Corkill. (NEFA) 247 4206.

ol
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THE COLONG FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS LTD. ‘

Saturday September 1, 1890 | ' . .

The Hon Nick Greiner ' ,
Premier of New South Wales

- Parliamsnt House ‘

" Maoquarie Strest

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Greiner,

T ~£ion : shpe Wlld LNESS

. The Colong Foundatmon for Wilderness strongly supports the
Washpool wilderness nomination of 34,700 hectares submitted
by the Armidale Branch of The Wilderness Society. The
Foundation reguests that your Government immediately
dedicate the Washpcol wilderness under the Wilderness Act,
1887, -

The Foundation’s grounds for supporting dedication of the
entire wilderness, ineluding it°'s northern section amre as
follows: ‘ ' _ 4
. , | |
1, It contains the largest momaic of warm temperate .
rainforest dominated'by Coachwood and its
assoclates rema;nlng in Australia and therefore
the world;

2. Taking the entire erea with its mosmic of
rainforests and moist eucalypt forests, this is
the largest remsining undisturbed molst forest
wildernese in northern New South Wales;

3. The 1883 Department of Environment and Planning
study identified 501 plent species in Washpool
area, 70 of whieh were rare or restricted, or

.. elsewise of botanioal interest; .

4, The Desert Creek and upper Malara Creek cstchments
should. be inecluded in the wilderness arss to '
protact the cstchment mnd wilderness integrity of
the Willowle Scrub, a rainforest World Heritage

1

'
.

18 ARGYLE STREET SYDNEY « NEW SOUTH WALES * AUSTRALIA 2000 * TELEPHONE 17 4714
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Area - it’'s intact nature excludes feral animals,
such as the domestic cat and the fox; and

5. The wilderness is one of the last refuges for the
Eastern Native Cat, Long-<nosed Potorovo mnd Brush-
tailed Wallaby.

m info

The Colong Foundation calls te your attention two key -
elements of the rainforest decision of 1982 as it sffects . -
- the Washpool area. The Washpool decision was for a limited.
transition period and it wae to permit technology change.*

The Labor Government's 1982 agreement with Big River Timbers
was for a trensitionary period of. about eight year=. During.
that time, the company’s rasinforest log peeling technology
was to’'be replaced with hardwood peeling technology.

t The three forest areas of Washpool .to be affected were 7(a),-

+ . 7(b) and 8(b), These areas .are in the top of the Washpool
wilderness, sround Washpool Creek and to the west. These
‘areas were to be logged duiring the transitionary period.

We understand that the tf&nsitioﬁary-pariod hag now expifed.

The fact that logging has not occurred in this controversial
area until recently indicates these areas were not needed by
. Big-Riyer Timbers for the =agreed purpose, .

Preservation of the Washpool wilderness should take priority
over what appears to be unnecessary logging operations by a
company unwilling to change it‘s technology within s
reasonable pericd, .

. 'Your State Government should not support Big River Timbers’
‘claim to scalp the northern end of the Washpool wildernsss.
The 7,000 or so hectares of pristine wilderneass of Desert
and -upper Malara Creek, and the areas of sacred and ‘
historical significance to the local Bundajlung and Jakumbal
eboriginal communities, mhould be protected as wilderness
within the Washpool Naticnal Park. ' :

Yours singerely,

K A ot

.Keithrﬂuir
Projset Qffiover
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Wednesday August 29, 1980
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- The Hon Bob Carr - S .
Leadsr of the NSW Opposition . -

" Parlisment House - S '
FAX NO 230 2804

‘ ) .r . ‘..l i ’

" ,Dear Mr Cért, ﬂ L

' The Colung;Fbund;tion:reqﬁests;ciarificafiaﬁ of your

‘ '~ statement reported in the Grafton Examiner, that the

- Shadow Cabinet will not be mlter Herth Cogst state Fforest
L boundaries. . Dk ey g : S —

' '

Undér-thia;polie#: the .forest wilderness areas of Hann,
. Barrington, New England, Washpool and Guy' Fawkes would be
severely demaged by logging. If sueh' s polioy were :
implemented on your élection in 1982, your .State Labor
Government would come under .very strong criticism from
.conservation organimatiops.’ SRR v
Preasrvation of wildarness'ghould'bq'a priority for a
_ , Political party whiech has Built up community support for
S 'it’'s"conservetion ipitiatives, Coee o
‘... + An overhanl of‘the-Fq:aatry coﬁmission;iB}sorely needed
DT B to snable adequate publio ‘review sand mezessment of all
1!’",faremtursaaurcasgand forestry. operstions, All wilderness,
“wild and soenie riveré, recrestion resources, cestchment

';}' " ~headwaters and biodiversity resources should be

protested, especially thome in state forsst boundaries

v

| S, end ether Gave?nmepﬁ'rsgplat9d<1§nds.

Yoﬁf'reported.announdement 6f'aifreeZEfon state forest:

i boundaries will} if correot, inmediately lose the State

I . Laboz Oppoaition.1t‘aﬂsuppdrh,amonsst the environment

- movement, including that from. Celong Foundation. (It
-would be with. great reluctence that I will compile an -
‘article on this matter for the next Colong Bulletin. which.
is to be-published‘bx.thd Becond week of September) ' .

i

N . The Colong Founﬂaﬁion calls'ﬁo:your attention two key
eslements of the rainforegt decision of 1882 ms.it affectsg

i - the Washpool area, The' Waghpool decizion was for g
, ' limited transition peried and it waz to permit technology
"« - 'ohange, ¢ U0 T, T | L |

. - The Foundation und;ratnnda}thailgha Labor Government ‘s

I PN ;'-‘ " ot
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1882 agrgement with Big Rivéf-Timbqrs was for a .

transitienary period of about-eight_yearsl.During-that

time the. company's rainforest log beeling téchnology was
~ to 'bs replaced with hardwood peeling technology’ '

The three forest mreasm of Weshpool to ba,affééted;wefe
“7Ca), 7(b) and 8(b). These aress are iq'the.top of the
. Washpool wilde;nﬂss,'qrbundﬁﬁaahpbol_Creekiand to the'

 west. Thess areng were to be logged during tha -
"tranqitionary périod{“{ . A :

We dnde:gtand'thﬁt<tha trﬁ@sitionhry period -has now ;
cexpired. Lo s i . T S

- . The fact-ﬁhatylogginglhasZnot‘oéngrrsd in this . | .
cbntfovarsial'&ren until'repently”indioataé these areas .
warse not needed by Big River Timbers for the agreed
purpose. . o o L KX o

. Preservation of the Washpool wilderness 'should 'take

' priority over, what eppears tq‘ba'unnecessary logging
operations by'a scompany unwilling to ohange it'sm '
technology within & reamonable pericd, Co
Your State Opposition. should not support Big River S
Timbers"claim“tb‘soalp th-northarnQend of the Washpobl'

- Wildernesg. ' - CL . C

) ’ '. I 4 i ‘ " .‘I 1 "‘
_ -+ -Yours =incerely, A
f ’ - s ~ ’
. ~Keith Muir. - SR
Proaect:Offider. e
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HOW TO ASK the PREMIER NJCK GREINEE‘ ttl SAVE the NORTH WASHF’DUL
F’AINFDRESTS _

Print your name

To: The Premier ‘ _
Parliament House e - Print your address
Macquarie Street o : Suburb/ Postcode

‘ . ' Today's Date

Sydney, 2000

V:Jur'letter can include any or all of the following points

Dear Mr. Greiner
The NORTH WASHPOOL forusts have lonq neen recagmsed as one of the
State's moast Brlctme wilderness areas : o

. Your Government should honour its comrrnttrr:ent Lo the wilderness Act by
supporting the National Park & Wildlife Service's assessiment & _
recommendation for protection of North wWashpoa! ‘

You should Dan mqqinq rnadin‘g, burning off & mirzirig fram the area.

Atturrlatiweo to proposed Forestry Commlssmn }qumq of the Nm‘th
¢ 01d Growth forests should be investigated as an

washpool RAINFORESTS
urgent priority to defuse the current conflict situation

-. -~ o

ests ar

e LDIIT.HIUGUS with and as significant as the

. The North wWashpool TU!’
adjacent wDPLD HCR!T&F" vashpool Mational Par%

S AU this G me of growing concern far the environment, it is vital that
ratnforest lagg ng in M3, beterminated immediately, and the last

remeining wilderness areas be 5aquuarded for all time.

L Thisis JoLr Gz:n'-.-'erriment's chance tn improve an the Wran Gavernment's
1982 decision to protect the State's rainforests, PLEASE ACT NOW. |

Yours sincerely

—_ _.l

iy ;lur'--li_xflnjl Ured

f'P"“"'“"‘“!'?“"‘““!"X‘*'t¥¥**‘5"."“‘“'**'V'*f5’****f**i’****i‘******************
'_',.' )

/@ o THANK YOU FOR WRITING YOUR LETTER AND FOR
' A DONATION FOR A STAM ‘

If you would like more: information or to get more mvolved
stralian nservati und i

rest Campa u ' '
' ‘Wed@nesday night, 6.30 p m.

Meeting: .
: 39 George S§t, The ROcks.

& cd
el
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LOGGING THREAT TO WASHPOOL WILDERNESS!

L

In 1982, part of one of the largest areas of wilderness
rainforest in NSW was protected in the-Washpool National
Park - 70km north west of Grafton. And in 1986 this area
was placed on the World Heritage List in recognition of
its oustanding natural significance.

However, the northern section of the area, 7000ha, was
excluded from the national park as a concession to
Jloggers, by an arbitary line on a map.

Then, in January 1989, the Forestry Commission began
building logging roads into a part of the North Washpool
area, outside the National Park. Immediate action by us
is vital to stop logglng proceedlng

.n‘

WHY LOGGING WILL AFFECT THE ENTIRE RAINFOREST AREA

"* North Washpool is a continuation of the wilderness .area
already declared in the Washpool National Park. If

logging proceeds it will reduce the size, remoteness and
most likely the naturalness of the whole wilderness area.

? ‘ * North Washpool acts as a "buffef zone” to the adjacent
! World Herltage Area, protecting it from intrusions such-
as fire, noxious weeds and feral animals.

In particular, it helps protect the Willowie Scrub:
Coachwood forest. This ig the largest Coachwood forest in
the world and is also reported to be the largest
remaining stand of any rainforest in NSW. The majority of
Willowie Scrub is in the adjacent National Park, but it
does extend into the area scheduled. to be logged.

i ‘ NORTH WASHPOOL IS IMPORTANT IN ITS OWN RIGHT

* It has a rich diversity of habitats for wildlife, which
include the Superb and Albert Lyrebirds, and the rare
Native Cat and Porma Wallaby.

* It contains two largely undisturbed water catchments,
of which at least one quallfles as a wild river - these
are now scarce in NSW.

E ' DO THE LOGGERS NEED NORTH WASHPOOL?

* A study commissioned by the NSW Department of
Environment & Planning (FORTECH 1982} showed that there
was alternative hardwood timber resource for the loggers
outside the North Washpool area
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NORTH WASHPOOL WILDERNESS

7000ha of unprotected.wilderness to the north of Washpool National Park, between
Grafton and Glen Innes in northern New South Wales, is currently under immediate
threat from Forestry Commission operations. The area is the northern
continuation of the 28 000ha Washpool National Park wilderness, separated by a
border with no geographical or biological basis along Desert Spur fire trail.

. North Washpool comprises roughly the catchment of Desert Creek and the upper
catchment of Malara Creek. It is notable for ‘its total absence of human
Interference; logging, grazing, artificial fire regimes,_chem1ca1 runoff,
siltation, feral carnivores, noxious weeds, vehicular access, visual
disturbance. It is perhaps the most pristine wilderness in New South Wales. The
rainforests of Washpool National Park have been listed as part of the New South
Wales Rainforest World Heritage area.

The Northern washpool forests cover part of the Washpool(S5F355) and
Billilimbra{(SFB815) State Forests, managed by the Forestry Conmission in the
Casino Forestry District and covered by the Casino West plan of management,
According to the Forestry Commission they comprise 15% rainforest of both sub-
tropical and warm-temperate types, and 85% hardwood eucalypt forest. (mainly wet
sclerophyll forest). However, given the Forestry Commission's narrow definition
of ralnforest (mesophyllic forest having less than 4% eucalypt content), a much
greater percentage is in fact rainforest. Much of the area shows a unique
intergrading of different rainforest types, and of rainforest and wet

gsclerophyll forest. These intergradings are crucial to the representation and
understanding of forest dynamics in relation to soil type, climate and fire
pattern. Willowie Scrub, the largest rainforest in New South Wales and largest
coachwood forest in the world extends into the unprotected area. North Washpool
also acts as a buffer zone preventing fire and other incursions into Willowie.
With the exception of one small area, all forests are in wilderness condition,
and, having developed to their current status entirely through natural processes
present unegualled opportunities for preservation and study.

The Eastern Native Cat, in immanent danger of extinction, has been reported in
the area, though this is unconfirmed by trapping. The Long-nosed Potoroo, Brush
Talled Wallaby, Parma Wallaby, Common Planigale and Rufus Rat-kangaroo are
found. All are either rare or have suffered a seriocus level of habitat
reductlon. The area forms the range limit for a number of bird species; the
northern limit of the range of the Superb Lyrebird, southern limit of the range
of the Albert Lyrebird and northwestern limit of the Powerful Owl. There is
little knowledge of reptile, amphibian and invertebrate populations, but it
seems that Malara creek contains significant communities. Faunal populations
have survived intact due to the undisturbed nature of the entire wilderness.
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LETTER WRITING SUGGESTIONS FOR THOSE CONCERNED FOR NORTH WASHPOOL
! WILDERNESS

Please write to; Nick Greiner, Premier of N .S.W;,
~ TimMoore, N.S.W. Minister for the Environment,
or lanCausley, N.S.W. Minister for Natural Resources,

¢f. Parliament House,
Macquarie Street,
Sydney, N8.W., 2000.

The Wilderness Society's nomination for North Washpool to be identified as a
wilderness area and protected for its wilderness values prompted the Forestry
Commission to notify the Wilderness Society of its intention to road the areain
preparation for logging as soon as possible. The Wilderness Society sought an
environment protection order from the Minister for the Environment, but this was
denied despite the immediacy of the area's destruction. |

1f North Washpool was saved from logging, it would provide a splendid inclusion to the
total Washpool wilderness area. But it should not be seen as a mere addition to an already
existing wilderness area. It should be recognised as having always been a part of that
wilderness area. Its removal from the whole Washpool ilderness would therefore bea
loss for the remainder. The Washpool National Park Wilderness Area would not

then, have as much protection from fire, feral plants and animals, and so its integrity
may be diminished. _ :

l .

North Washpool's ecosystems are continuous with those of the Washpool National Park
wilderness Area. The renowned coachwood forests of the Willowie Scrub extend into
the North Washpool regionto combine with fern and palm fringed creeks, low wild
scrub and giant sentinel eucalypts to make up the natural beauty which deserves the
respect of all those who share its world. :

. The Liberal Party voled unanimously for the Wilderness Actin 198?.' Since it has come
. to govern the state, the Liberal Party should seeitasa responsibility to act upon this vote
for wilderness protection |

I am writing to ask you to use all powers gr‘anied 1o you by your voters 1o save North

~ Washpoo! wilderness for its own sake and for that of the many many people who would
then have the opportunity 10 benefit from its ancient beauty for many years into the '
future. .

BRI




Lic i 7o o 1 The Wilderness Society ,
% G © .- Armidale Branch ,

et e R0, Box 1155,
. o Armidale , 2350
B  11th August , 1989.

i w.Deor Fellow Conservot10n1sts
'-‘ﬁﬂﬁr' I am writing to you with, an. oppeol to help us save

" the North Washpool : wllderness This magnificent wilderness
area is.the “cap”; on the’ WGshpool National Park ,which was
: f{unfortunotely left “out-of the Park as a compromise to the
) ‘”tlmber 1ndustry 1n the 1982 Rolnforest Dec131on At the

h5volues of North WGshpool “The kit also contains some
-'ffpmoterlol to enable you!to help. us with this campaign. with
*f as 11tt1e , or:gs much effort as you ‘can spare

" We reollse thot t1me is prec1ous ‘for oll env1ronment
groups as. we all do our- b1t to slow down the destruction
“of our planet. :S0° we ,,ond North WOshpool , w111 opprec1ote

'~Hrony 0331stonce you con offer

a-=!?f' The k1t contolns d poster ,pomphlets photos (for media -
ond public dlsploy) petltlons, letter writing ideas, a
“copy.of our W11derness ‘Act nomlnotlon of the area and summary
~of this and an 1n1t101 alternative timber strategy. Should
.you, requ1re more of «any - portlculor 1tem pleose contoct us.

we would be pleosed to rece1ve information obout the
compolgns/lssues thot -your group. is currently working on

'ht and will do our- best, to assist you. If you would like to

know more about the: efforts being made to save North Hoshpool'

é, you can wrlte to'us‘or r1ng The wllderness Shop on
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" NORTH EAST
FOREST ALLIANCE

SYDNEY: NSW Environment Centre, 39 George St, The Rocks.‘2100(}. Ph..02 2474 208, Fx 02 2475 945
LISMORE:The Big Scrub Environment Centre Inc, 88A Keen St, Lismore. 2480. Ph 066 213 278, Fx 066 219 420

20.8,1990
" Mr Bruce Woolf,
Hillman and Wooglf,
10th Floor, _
82 Elizabeth Street,
Sydney. 2000.

Dear Bruce,

Retaining counsel - Mr T.F. Robertson

Following a recent further conference with Mr Robertson, I

wish to formally retain Mr Robertson's services, as counsel

to assist me and the North East Forest Alliance in providing .
advice and appearing on our behalf, in 1legal actions to
protect the forests of the North East and to enforce NSW law

as it applies to NSW forests.

I request that you to write to Mr Robertson, and advise him
of my intention to retain him, generally, for the above’
purposes and to seek his formal agreement to such a retainer.

’ . L 4
This letter formalises the verbal agreement which has been in
place since January this year, when we commenced the Mount
Royal State Forest case,

should you have any gquestions or clarification on this matter
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely,

J.R. CORKILL
Sydney Co-cordinator



Milc Dunphy, Director, 16.8.90
Total Environment Centre Inc,

18 Argyle Street, The Rocks. 2000

Dear Milo,

Re: Washpool SF and Canopy Committee offer of support

Please find attached a briefing document which is a short
summary of where we're at with the campaign and the
foreshadowed 1legal action and a copy of Tim Robertson's
rather lengthy Advice to the Legal Aid Commission.

I understand from Dailan Pugh that Canopy Committee of TEC
has generously offerred up to $500 for NEFA towards the
Washpool legal action. This offer is greatly appreciated,
thank you.

I confirm my verbal advice to you that I am the Applicant for
the legal action and am the Sydney NEFA Co-ordinator,
responsible for liaison with Sydney based groups, politicans
and the NEFA legal advisors, T.F. Robertson and Bruce Woolf
of Hillman and Woolf.

It's also my role to handle the NEFA media through Sydney.
Local co-ordinators also run local media throughout the north
east, once they've checked with the NEFA network.

Washpool is the third case NEFA has run, and I've been the
Applicant for all these because of my demonstrable poverty.
Both the others, Mount Royal and Chaelundi SF's have been
successfully resolved and discontinued because the FCNSW has
agreed to give the required undertakings to complete EIS's
and pay our costs. Hopefully, Washpool will go the same way!

At this stage NEFA does not need the Canopy funding urgently
transferred to me, but who knows when this will be necessary.
Perhaps TEC could continue to hold. these funds until it
becomes necessary to draw on them.

I would be happy to be advised of Canopy Committe's and TEC's
requirements for expending or accounting for these funds, and
the preferred method and timing for the transfer of these
Washpool case funds to an account which I would operate on
NEFA's behalf.

Thanks for your support and assistance,

For the Land,



 MEMO TO N.E.F.A NETWORK Re: WASHPOOL S.F. LEGAL ACTION
From: John Corkill, Sydney NEFA Co-ordinator. 16/8/1990

Please find attached a copy of Counsel's Advice, Tim
Robertson Barrister-at-Law, on proposed legal action
challenging validity and adequacy of 1980 Washpool EIS.

Please maintain this Advice securely within the NEFA network.

In summary, Tim advises that the EIS is quite inadequate and
fails all the tests of an EIS established under 'Guthega
Development Pty Ltd v. Minister' (1986). (See para 20.)

I have been granted Legal Aid to allow the preparation of
this Advice. The Advice has now gone to the Legal Aid
Commission to inform consideration of extending legal aid to’
cover my application to commence proceedings to declare the
1980 EIS invalid and order the preparation -of an adequate EIS
which complies with Part V of the EPA Act. '

An interlocutory injunction will be also applied for, to stay’
any works while the case is heard, if the FCNSW attempts to
pre-empt the hearing of the case. :

I understand that the Legal Aid Commission is likely to
continue legal aid to cover these proceedings.

I would greatly appreciate comments on the strategic release
of this Advice. Do we go ahead and commence the court action
" then tell the political players? Do we release the Advice to
the political players, Moore, West, Hay and Greiner and ask
them to require a competent EIS, forestalling any need for
court action? ‘ '

By way of update on the situation:

* West and Moore have agreed to a 4 week moratorium on works
from 10/8/90, to allow NPWS 2 weeks to complete Wilderness
Assessment and a further 2 weeks for Moore, West and Cabinet
to consider declaring the wilderness.

* Big River Timbers P/L have stirred things up locally and
have called a major rally for Grafton, next Thurs 23/8/90, as
a 'show of force' of outrage at the greenies etc. Claims have
been made that Grafton will 'die' if Washpool isn't logged!

* Bruno Notaras (BRT) said on Radio 2LM that the 4 week delay
will mean months longer delay because of likely wet weather.

* Ex-Minister and local MP Causley has apparently said
publicly that he will push the acceptance of logging of
Washpool through Cabinet. He will refer to the 'huge' (?)
rally as a mandate for logging presumably.
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1ey i RardasScing’ 18 '!!!htouut
Lo maximum economis nmiswm ot qu
gubject Lo Lhe provisions of individw
plana; and the log volume From m -‘

ghall be available Lo Big River Timbers

(d) The strategieée and prescriptions in hardwood
and rainforest hasvesting and m -]
reduce che envirommental impact

operations as outlined in the w ME
statemeant, sholl be implenentéed,

(e} The views of the National Parks and w.umu
Service shall bhe Sought a&and teken into
consideration in respect of i«

(i) measures to reduce any possible mﬁ
of the fores:i uperations m populations of
Agpyprymuus rufescens (rufous rat kangaroo)
and Polorous tridacivius (long nosed

poLtoron): and

(11) eany necessary
proximicy Lo the areas are o
reserved as National pl.zk y \ 1

(f; The Commission'y Management Plans for
the Casino West and Grafvon Management Areas
ghall be amended to accommodate this
datermination.”

Three marters should be noticed. Filrst of all. 1t was
then proposed to harvest rainforest to maximum econemic

weiliserion which necegssarily requires camopy removal.
Becond. no sccurate definition of the boundaries of the

Nationel Park had Lhen taken place. Third, the
prescriptions stated in the EIS for veducing the

environmuntal impect of Lhe proposal wera to be
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fmplencnted, 'w:g--ummr without alterationm.

Whal is Lhe present proposal? With some difficmlty, I
‘have undertaken a comparison of the maps annexed £o the

EI8 wlLh Lhe later maps preduced by the PForestry

Cuamnmdsslon indicaring vhe compartments which are or may

be lopged. From Lhis study, 1. appeara cthat
compartments 679, 5§66 and 687 weye not within the EIS
srudy aree bulL will now be logged. These compartments
comprise 862 hecitares of forest, Of Lhe compartments
wilhin Lhe pressnt proposal two have been partially
lLogged Compartment 6§79 was apparently logged in 19589
Lo extract 3,150 cublc metres n[_. rainforest timber and
gompartnont £94 was logged in 1989 and 1990 to extract
3,069 cubie merres of rainforest timbers, The former
compartment was outside the E1S study area, About 20%
ot the aréa of Lhe Malara Creek catchment (3,163
nectares) comprises rainforest and brushbox wheyeas
abaut 464 ©f Lhe Desert creek catchment (2,890
hectaves] 42 rainrorest or brushbox. As 90% of the
ruinforest area is on slopes less than 30 degrees it is
reasdnable to sssume that most of the rainforest will
be logged. The only measure (other than the usual
managemsnl prescriptions) proposed by the Commission
recently t¢ reduce thé impact of lagcing on 'm
rainforest arcas is Lhe reservation of Mﬂiﬂ of
archaeclogical significance in the Desert Creek

| il <




catchment “"“‘ﬁi sing 1,130 heét¥res. The District .
Forgster has propused by letier of 23 April 1990 to a
megmber of the leryugll Aboriginal Community te reserve
Lhis srea fron logging. I have no instructions whether

.
this las been endorsed by the Porestry Commission. ‘A
Assuliing Lhat 1t 1s excluded from the lagging proposal, |
the Commission Lherefore intends to log 4,923 .-Ilfi
heclares. of which at least 308 comprises A0 i
rainforest/brushbox, and mich of the remainder 1s b
gsesociated wilth a closed canopy rainforest understoray. i

No harvesllng plans are available for the currest
proposal. It Ls therefore necessary Lo assume that
roading. logging and burning will take place in the
forest area in accordance with the 1982 determination
@f the commission and the Casine West Management Plan
publlishied by Lthe Forestry Commissicn in 1979 but
amended in 1940, 1982, 1983 and 1987. Upon analysis,
however, the determination and the management plan
genflict with each other and the management plan
contains smblyuous, inconsistent and conflicting
preseriprions for the¢ logging proposal. The Management
Plan stares thal logyging shall be. excluded from a
management "butfer area" along the eastern boundary of
Billilimbra State Forest adjoining Lhe proposed
Netional Park (p. 52). In Appendix 13 {a). the
Management Plan notes an agreoment with the m

. ' .
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Parks and wWildlife service chat :

sphers would be genmeral recognition of the peed
for aympsthetic management ol the forest adjoining
the Nstional Park, and specifically that there
would be 8 significent buffer area of gtate Forest
which would not be subject to any forest
sperastions.”

This bufter is suspiciously 1ike the sco called

archaeclogicel area proposed by the District Fores'
o be reserved (rom lagging. Further enquiry may

disglose that the two are identical. For present
pusposes, 1 obseyve that the ayes does not in fact

puffer the NalLicnal park from the propeosed forestry

" operations; it merely preserves & emall catchment area

which borders the National park for about 1,000 metres.

The southern boundary of the [orest Lo the National

we _ Park stretches for over 14 kms and the Commission

e

| propoien te log all but one kilomerre of ﬁli%!"

But the Management Plan is most ebscure in ies
sreéatmant of raintorest logging. Before m put
48 provisions the conmigsion's definition of
rainforest should ve explored.  The Ccommission does
not include as rainforest aréas of forest with um
eucalypts, even though there 18 an extensive
understorey Closcd canupy of rainforest. It is not
clear whether the CommisSion COUNTS as rainforest
myrtle, myrrie/vincy scrub and viney scrub flora
associations (forest types 23, 23/26 Mm. ‘These
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difticulties moke the managemeqt'Prescrlptiaaa of
uncertaln application. In any event the Management
Plan states that 10g9g.ay shall be excluded fyom :
"Within rainforest stends in the area of :
Biililimbra State Porest south-west of Main Creek
and the ares included in the Desert Creek
catchment of Washpool State Forest., le within the
washpuol LIS area." (p 42)
Thé arca described in this prescription iz cthe ares of
the present proposal. AL this point, it seems clear
that there shall be no rainforest (Lo whatever forest
types that gescription extends) logging permitted. On
the following page, howevey, under the heading
"Rainfcroet” the fcllowing further prescriptions are
gtaced a8 applying "specifically te the Desert Creek
catchment and sourh-west of Main Creek in the Forests
“{10) Large-crowned Lrees of minimai log value,
the feiling of which would couse excesasive damage

ro Lhe restidual stand to be retained
legging, shall not be harvested.

(11) Susject Lo retentlon of at least 50% canopy
cover o ag Lu maintain a viable rainforest
structure of the pre-existing specles range,
marvesting olherwise shall be directed to maximum
coonemic ulilisation only of those logs included
in the aliocation to Big kiver Timbers (Veneer)
Pry Lid." (p 43)

Far from encuuraging regeneration of rainforests, the
Managemént Plan stipulates sivicultuxal activities by

planting sucalypt species such as sllvertop stringybark

in log loading arcas, snig Lracks and abandoned roads
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g8 well as undsr Ccancpy openiigs .4 hectare or more in
axtant "iolluwing ra'“forest logging” in the proposal

arpa (p, 44(a)).

In extent alone the 1980 proposal differs markedly from
the 1580 proposal, but does the greater include the
Lesser such rhat 1t can be sald Lhat the study of ths
greater proposal has discharged the legal obligation
tg atudy the lesser? La my Dpinl'}, it nas not for a
very simple reason. An EIS is Iéquired to include
certain matters which are set out in Regulation 57 (2)
to the Act. ‘The proposed activity wust be described in
full (R. S7(2)(a)) as must the exlisEing environment
Jikely Lo be affected by the proposed activity. The
EI8 does not describe the proposed activity. The
volume of timber to be removed is different as is the
intenelty of logging. The area to be logged is
aramatically reduced and the percentage of area which
is capable of peing logged has been increased. The
sequence of logging, Lhe percentage of forest types and
the amount of particular forest types left undisturbed
gre different. Sc to is the justification for the
proposal and the market demand, ‘The impact on the
socio-economic environment of the area will change.

The protitabilivy of Lhe proposal; which forms part of
any justificaiion for environmenial impacts from the

use of public lana, is radically reduced by the present
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oroposal. 1 Ngve undertaked an gralysis of the returns

orestry Commission from Lhe activities
¢ Management Reports isaued
The Ewingar Working

te the T
deseribed in the Casino Wes
annualiy by the District Forester.
which includes Washpool and Billilimbra State

sses in 1986, 1987 and 1988 to such
stated in his 1988

Cirele.
Forests, rovorded lo

an extent that the District Forester
Annual Reporl that

“ynder present accounting guidelines there appears
ve be 1ittle change in the foreseeable future of
Lhe comnercial acesunts for Ewingar getting back
pnto the right side of the ledger."

The proposed activity will include many kilometxes of

yoading, the tost of which will further aggravate the

existing losses from timber production. How can the

such as this be assessed

without examining Ji8 profitability? rach of these
Les that the effluxion of vime and the

justitication for 2 proposal

meLyers demonsire

alteration of the proposal have removed any continuing
efficacy of the 1980 EIS in fulfijling the obligation

gontained in section 112 of the Act.

UNFINISHED
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I Alexander Marshali Gilmore of Pederel, X.5.0. . do solemnly, sincerely
and truly affire m{ datlare ag -

1'

1 am & wiiddice twlagisr. with extensive experence of forest
irhaditing wildiife {n wuth-uttrzn Australia including Nerthern
New South Wales.!l have wocked tn'vmm for the Museum of
Vietorda and Cor ummmr‘mammmm
en habétat ts and popul densities of vertebrates
mvariounvegattiontypea, ! 'yfmtmaciatimsm'ﬁn
perdod, 1& 1972 1o ’]‘.jten%%n,
For seven years
Reglon of the National Parks and
enviremmental wWltant, The pa
é\lmcter-izm‘ﬁ-f,-famau! aricds vegetation types, mainly forest
associations, included a for the N.5.W. Natfonal Parks
and Wildlife Seniice on the "Natule and Conservation of the
Vertebrate Paura J New South ﬂhlels Rainforests",

1 am of the gpinion the proposed rtading and logging of the North
Washpool Area sil) have a signif impact on the environment and
in particular on parious species '

ardoveal mammals, dats, ouwls, p ngar
and bandicoots, reptiles and plans. Scme of these impacts may
take long perdods of time to manif themselves, due to the slow

rate of change of!scme- known or presumed eritical habitat attridutes,
such as the ilibriun density of . trees with large hollows as

rennant 6ld ™ frees die, folld mgghgdm'h-ngﬂuaw

200 or 8o years r to re-establigh,

1 am of the opinidn that the Ervi tal Impact Statement "Proposed
Forest Operetions in the Washpool ﬁfnea" ie a grosely inadequate document
for assessing the 'ctmthamwilxmtefmmmlw_

in the north Wash lm,inwﬂamﬂuimctmmwm
faura. The ahcve loned E.1.8. A)ea not include any specific faunal
information based tr swvays and pesearch within the area it was
purporting to be deseribing and & saing,

1

3 A e 4 2896 .7 CFRePl @1 )
g ?!rmﬂz:‘twmi 2s9s _ ”"
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quantitative projections of those
North Washpool arga ar _

multiple use and
Washpool E.1.8, parricularly
Quantifying
dangity of

The Washpool E-I-G- shovld have piy
erevation and losd of habitat us:

lived trees.

the National Parks and Wildlife
woild be expectad to ocour in the
manipuiaticn {roa

Pygny Pogsaum, Feathexrtail Gli

asscciated with
ively long lives

abitat requirements, in the
site to rational planning for

pabed assesement of impaot. The

trees,
ided a prediction of the reg-

¢ a dynamie habitat simulation

model , MM of time up to the

life span of the lengest

8. by five different investigators,
lowing species of national and

le 12 (Endangered Fauna) of

1874, have been precorded, and

proposed for hebitat

y logging and associated perturbstions) 1=
(a) Paura of Special Concern - Platy

» Spotted-tailed Quoll, Esstern
K , larga~footed Wyotis,

Priit-Dove, Bnerald Dove, Glossy

Owl, Masked . Sooty le.
(o) Threataned F
Stephen's Snake.
cent informat on the comparat

Je Smm-bhd

: long-nosed Fotaroo, Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby,

vely high carrying capacity

of some wet el

the importarce of;fm'est types 28/

for Black~bresated Button Quail,
Wallaby meanrs a significant ef
the vertebrate fagna of this fores!

11 forests on.

the North Coast of N.S.W. and
fort needs to go into surveying
E type.
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I am of the opinim!". that the Washpobl E.1.S., apart from its other
shortoomings, is now awk of date with altergtions to the classif-
icatien and names of species listeds additional information on

species dlstributicns; and the discOvery and description of new

spacdes within the region meaning ¢ |
inpact of logging in the North Was
amenderents to the appendices, In sh
Washpool E.I.S. now out of date
avallable information. |

I am of the opinicg the Washpool E,.1.8. does not adequately addreas
sroblens of 8pa pattern of habifat fregments induced by roading
populaticns to snaller and more isolated fragments ehould have

pean specifically hed, A
have been used to generate patterns of distridbution of vare,
trreatened and forgst dependent verjebrate species through space
under different esting alternatjves. The Washpeol E.T1.8, should
have veviewed the rmation on the impacts of roading dense forests
including: p & canopy bresks Bave been postulated to lead to
dsgradation of the 'seral status of orest, its influence an
allowing coloniza by non forest dependent species and the consequ~
ences for vardous p species of facilitaring ingress of predators

drectly distmbs ¢
tno-mmmgwinemmnﬂ; structure, through incluencing
diffavent processes that affect ' and 2 sopulations

amphibian or fish species of the cha _
in low order emall catchments, which potentially could have a high
propertion of their vegetation : grow
forest with consequences including peduced dry seasch stream flows,
changes to organde debris and detritus input and the filling of stream
bed interstitial space with fine sedigent washed from roads and

tracks.

15Vee ME.8  PRGE 3
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9, 1 enof the Gyir*}ig:: e tabulatidn of wertelrate classes from

separate mreas dn the Nerth Coas C&ppﬂ\dinas 12 and 13 of the
Washpool E.I.5.) is of little value due to &ifferent sampling
methods and ef&{rt, used in thosd areas,

These tabulations of species occfrrence can only be used to make
decisions if badked up with wu-‘ an population densitiss
and degree of fgolation of populdtions and projected changes
inpopulatims.iAsmaidtea mtltiaimaiidmue

it ignores the flact that within gny particulac area and vegetation
type hahitat is dynanic, particufarly in the case of forests
subject to hax ing.

Critical habitat variables such g availability of hollow trees,
density of prey hpecies, rates of predation or colonization by
conpetitors are in a state of oot change largely reflecting
the potentfal ing capacity of various cambinations of ochorts
of trees within 2 particular forest type. Thus habitat dynamios,
plarned or reaschably projected, Hn the areas for which species
are tabulated, need accounting for, This is of partioular
lmportance for plant and endmal gpecies dependent on old growth
forest habiltat sbtributes. Sined this proposal is prineipally

to harvest ture hardwood stands for maximm econcrde utili-
zation, and of the high pribductivity of forest types 47a
Tallowwood - Sydney Blue Gum sitq height over 40m and 62a Grey Gum -
@rey Irenbark - fhite Mabogany sifre height over 80 m. for old
growth dependent species whilst uhlegged and particularly since
these forest tpre have been subjpct to widespread harvesting, an
assesament of thls proposal would need to show the age olass dist-
vibution of within these forest types, to fully assess the
regional and na'tilonal aignificance of this proposed impact.

I an of the opinjon the Washpeol E.1.8. does not show how the
Nopth Washpool interacts wit adjoin.‘mg lands, other forest
avess and other pegions, It does ot describe vhich of the vertedrate
species are migratory and which lhnd ueeeategm:ia regions and
vegetation types] elserhiere could be influenced through an impsct
en the densities of migratory favhal species. Nor does it show how
it will or could potentially Infllence dispersal or recclonization
of specles pnpul*ﬁons which extehd beyong the boundaries of the

FISH COFYSMARTI 0BG CSIIB RG0S e aes lw
Pt PETY. ‘
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area inder considgration, doth no and in the future under various
foavest managument scenarios.

Tt Dus fails to address the mﬁfmmwu-maa
move extensive impact which iz cunlilative for a long perdod of time.

I am of the opinien, in agreement With the Forestry Commission's
oun biologist, who following & stufly of birde recorded in similar
wet sclerophyll forest types.among
Valley (Shields et.al, 1988) concliided
prineiples, It will de necessary tp
that birds employ to exploit fores
Wales." and " The extend and distpibutior .
necessary for tha conservation of birds depends on the intensity of
logging, site characteristics and the reproductive and foraging
requireements of the resident bird| comunity."”

Clearly in addition to birds the mhmmals reptiles and amphidians

need to have thele reproductive anfl foraging requirements studied
before envirommerdal {mpact can bej agssessed, before future populations
can be predicted and thus planning! for mitiple use management
founded on a retignal procedure an@ an objective information base.

ROTr “\Im’ W.G, (1985) M
W, 55'“1"”,&-, m‘
5,) Birds of-ﬂm Buce pt Forests

Shields, J.M., Kayanagh, R.P. and
Avifauna of the Upper Hastings Rive
H.F,, ?ond, A, and Samders, D, (E8
Sons Pty, Ltd, am! R.A.O.U.

NU.1F  BABE 2




167 NEE rion Foredts and Lands Victorda., Fauna Surveys
l = r o 11at] 5 \_",f
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3 fe Service of NS.W. Fanger E
'
{ and Flora Swweys and Assessmentis, |
and [preparation of Fire Plans,
- pu . o= L] e |
o ayd Callege oF Adva &3 Ecducation., L&C -_UI'E?‘)' |
time) I esources Supvey and Environmental ‘
|
.- + I
:
1dlife Tcologist [
L ] g |
\Z ra and [ 1 sherdies N.S.W, Agricultural Enquiries f
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cer, Tropleal (Pruit Research Station, Alstahwville.
l J
t ti ta and Lands Viectoria, Research
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oh on the effects

of silvicultural ganipulation on wildlife habitat and
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12 July 1990

#r T.¥. Robertson

Barrister

7th Flooxr

frederick Jordan Chambers BY HAND
233 Macquarie Stree

Dear Tip

PUGH & CORKILL - WASHPOOL E.Y.S.

1 understand that Dailan Pugh has discussed the above with you with a view to
considering whether action might be taken to prevent the Forestry Commission
frow commencing logging operations in the above area. This is a matter where,
I understand, solicitors have previously advised our elient but that nc action -
bas been taken on behalf of our client to date. '

I understand that you have indicated you would be able to consider this matter
on the weekend of 14715 July, 1990. I am therefore providing to you the
erigisals of the documents which have been provided to me to date. Could you
please pote that some of these documents have been borrowed by Mr Griffiths
from the Department of Plasning library and some from the Total Eavircnmment
Centre library. The documents are as follows:-

L . llotga and comments by D. Pugh dated September, 1989;

2. . Bundle of ml accompanying hﬁlrmemtid Impact Statément in pmﬁ'e
Mkﬂ 3 -

i Department -a! Envivonment and -nimnins Environmental Assessument of

proposed forest operations in the Washpool area dated May, 1982;

4.  Submisaion by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of New South
¥aies dated March, 1981 in relation to Environmental Inpact Statement
of Forestry Comnission of NSW;

5. Vegatation survey of the Washpool area Northern New South Wales
carried out by Marilys Fox dated 1983;

6. Forestry Commission of NSW Enyironmental Impact Statement for Mm“d -'
forgsts operations in the Washpool area dated Decenber, 1980; and

e



e e s = <
B
e

-

B e
;
-,

el | i
Fa
[P o
- 1
L] . -
.=
-

¥
' [
4
. h
L
.
¥
24
H
o
L) ¥ >
g _'
- =
S *
- R
w
el S ot
By o A e i
1 A .
N
{ =" *



- The Wilderness Resources

of Washpool

Washpool National Park., an ext-
ensive and mountainous area in
north-eastern NSW, constitutes a )
targe, undisturbed naturai system
which is of high wildeness value.
Foliowing the
continued logging in the region, which
was then under State Ferest tenure,
Washpool was declared as National
Park’in 1983. it was not until May 1985
that 24 500 hectares of the Park were
dedicated as wilderness by the State
Government. Washpool is sufficiently
untouched to make the rich assembly
of plant and animal communities of
high conservation value. Similarly, the
naturalness and solitude of the area,
combined with the diversity of natural
features, provide excellent
opportunities for wilderness recreation.

long battle over .

Text and Photos
by Elizabeth MclLean

Washpool represents one of the few
large areas of NSW left in its natural
state. Much of the country consists of
a number of peaks over 1000m, with
ridges and plateaus separated by
steep gorges. The area contains a
complex mosaic of vegetation types,
ranging from scrub to dry open grey
gum and spotted gum through moister
blackbutt, taliowwood and blue gum to
closed warm temperate and
sub-tropical rainforest of coachwood
and carabeen.

The rainforest element has a
discontinucus distribution but s
generally restricted to the most
protected, moist areas where deeper,
fertile soils persist. The former
Willowie Scrub Flora Reserve now
within the Park supports the largest

area of continuous rainforest. It is best
developed along Malara, Willowie and
Qorocroo Creeks. The warm
temperate rainforest, dominated by
cocachwood (Ceratopetalum
apetalum), is the largest stand of its
type in Australia, a type which is not
tound anywhere eise in the world. The
Willowie Scrub coachwood stand is of
particular interest because it includes
a2 number of seres ranging from
mid-seral stage to a late or
post-climax stage* Dry rainforest is
also of significance due to its paor
conservation status in Australia. It is
limited in extent, occurring on the
middle and lower reaches of
Wasihpool Creek. It is made up of the
Shatterwood Association and includes
red cedar (Toona australis) and flame

Blue Gum Eucalyptus saligna Forest with an understorey of grass trees Xanthomhoea australis and Ferng — Moogem Rd.
. ‘
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wee {Brachychiton acesifohuml. The
stands ol red cedas along Washpool
Cieek probably represent the largest
stands of this species lettin NSW.!

Wel scleropnyll forest is also well
represented in Wwashpooi Members of
ihe bive gum-tallowwood-brush box
{Eucalyptus saligna-E.
microcorys-Lophostemon  confertus)
association reach heights of up to
70m, making them some of the finest
examples of such forestin NSW.

Dry sclefophyll fotest occurs only on
drier sites. It consists of the New
England blackbutt (E. andrewsii spp.
campanulata) association and the
spotted gum {E. maculatal
association. In the vicinity of Redbank
Creek excellent stangs of spolled gum
with an understorey of burrawang
palms [Macrozamia fawceili) can be
jound. This association is very poorly
represented in jeserves on the north
coast of NSW.

Shrubland or heath is genesally
restricted 1o sleep, recky oulcrops at
rugher elevations. They aie also of
high conservation value. The presence
ol dwarl cypiess _gines (Callitris
monticol and Blue Mounlains red
mahogany (E. notabilis) represent
intermediate locabiens of lhese
species, which reach the eastemn end
of the McPherson Ranges.

A resuit of the diversity of vegetation in
washpool is the great degree of
mixing of one association wilh
another. Warm temperaie: rainfsiest
niays 4 'pivolai’ role i NS intggration.

Umbrefia Fern.

.14 Iﬁgam

Warm iempetale ranforesi merges o
sub-Lopical rainforest in” ihe more
protected, moister er richer sites. and
to wel sclerophyll asscciations where
poorer  congilions such as fire or
logging persist.

Over 500 plant species have been
secorded from the Washpool area’?
Many of these aie of special botanical
interest because they are considered
to be primitive and therefote crucial lo
the study of evolution of the Australian
flora, Of the 500 species tecorded, 70
species are of high conservation valug
because lhey are rare o testricled o
pecause this recotding extends their
known geagraphic range.

Washpool is also important as a

. wildlite habital Lecause of the exient

and wvarely of undisturbed piant
communities. The most nolable
species include the Native Cal
{Dasyurus viverrinus) and the Parma
Wallaby (Macropus parma) which
have rare conservation stalus. The
Potoros {Potorous  tridactylus) and
Rulous Rat-kangaroo {Aepyprymnus
rufescens) are well tepresented in the
open forests of the area. The
distribution  of these species nas
significantly contracted since
Eutopean settlement.

The area is aiso of value scientiticaily
singe it represents the geogiaphic
limits of several species. For example,
it represents the southern Limit ol the
Qed-crowned Pigeon (/tilinogus
regina) and he Albert Lyrebind
(Menwra aberth, 11 1epresents the

westemn limil of the Powertul and Sooty
Gwls  (Ninox  strenuva and  Tyio
tenebricosa)l and the Azure Kingtisher
{Ceyx azureus). 1 15 the northern tionil
of the Olive Whistler {Pachycephala
ofivacea), while the Supert Lytebird
(Menura novaehollandiae} is at the
narth-western edge of its range>

Due to the undisturbed nalure of the
foresls there have been no reperts of
feral cals, foxes or introduced rats and
mice. This has enabled Washpool to
remain one of the lew striongnotds of
small wallabies, ground-nesting birds
and marsupial predators.*

The natural habitat of Washpool is alse
ol conservalion significance in
providing movement and dispersal
routes toi migrating animalg, moving
from and between the surounding
aieas including Gibraltar  Range
National Park ang Lwengar  State
Forest. This should ensure that an
adequate gene pool is maintained i
the area. The forests may also be
important for  animals. parlicularly
pirds who may migrate over longer
distances and rely on the forests for

-food, shelter or roosting sites.

The Washpool area provides excellent
opportunities for primitive recreation.
Because of its size and essentially
natural stale it can provide for a variety
of recreational pursuits including
bushwalking, canyoning, orienteering,
rogaining, swimming, survival training.
pholography and nature studies. ®
Sushwaiking i3 probably the most
popular activily undedzren in the
area. Persons planning te walk in the
wilderness area musl register with the
National Parks and Wildiile Service
before departure.

Most walking is done withoul the use

- of lacks. The creeks provide the

easiesl walking opportunities. The
gentler reaches of the creeks provide
easy access due 1o the open banks
ang pebbly beds. As the creek
gradient increases. lhe steepness of
the banks and the size of tne rocks in
the bed increase. This requires more
tock-hopping and creek bed walking
Ihan in the gentler stietches. In some
cases large boulders block the creek
and it is necessary o either scramble
over them or detour around them. The
steeper sections ol some  creeks.
including Ocroorco, Willowie, Upper
Desert and Lower Malara Creeks. cul
through basement focks, forming tight
gullies and goiges  with several
waler-falls. These tequire careful
negotiation by abseiling, swimming or
delouring. .

..- dense. netwoerk  of
 progréss slow and ledious. These

Access lo and between the creeks (S
provided by a number ot ridges. The
ridges are diverse enough to cater fof
a variety of bushwalking abilities.
The thiee major ridges ot the area
divide the Malara and Washpool
Creek catchments, They are all
interconnected and rise between 800
and 1300 melres above sea level
From these main sidges, smaller steep
ridges drop down o the creeks
Although they are sleep there are no
ciiffs of rock outciops and navigation
i5 relatively easy due to the open
nature of ithe vegetdiion. Undulating,
gentte ridges are found on the
* plateaix areas such as Willowie
Sciub. The sparsity of the canopy here
atlows easy, flat walking but navigation
ray be difficult due to the lack ot
vigible landmarks.
A natural feature ol interest to (he
pushwalker is the diversity and quality
ot vegetation, The dry hardwood
foresis, typical of iha slnpes, allow
easy walking dué 10 the open grass o1
shrub understorey. The moist
hargwood forests may slow plogiess
down due to the rainforest shrubs and
genser understorey,
rainforesis allow 1elatively easy
walking although the densily ot the
cancpy may prevent navigation by
visible landmarks.
The most difficult walking conditions
are in areas of myille and viney scrub
where the shrubby understorey and
vines mzkes

patches aze usually found on
diinrbed sites such as Havdens Trig
where cyclone darnage has resuliéd in
impenetrable regrowth,

Canyoning 15 another popular
“recreational pursuit in Washpool.
Suitable sites are tound en the steeper

" *seclions- of Oorooros, Witlowie and

Desert Cieeks. Walerfalls range in
heignt from 10—30m and commanly
occur in groups (for example,
Qorooroo Creek drops 50m over 70m).
Rocks are rounded and provide safe
abseiling conditions. Seme slopes end
in deep poals necessitating swimming.
The unpolluted and clear walers of
washpool -Crieek provide excellent
conditions for swimming.

The sieep lerrain, varied vegetation
and absence of tracks in Washpool
provide good condilions for
orienteering and rogaining. The
solitude of the area provides ample
opportunity for wilderness training and
sutvival. The density of Ihe vegetation
necessitates the  use of advanced
navigational and pushcrall skiils.

while the -

The alea 15 very atiractive ior naiwe
studies such as bird waiching and
plant identilication due (o the vanety of
geotogical, florat and faunal features.
The natutal heauty of Washpool alse
provides plentifu) subjects and
inspiration fos photegraphers. painters
elc. .

Recreational facilities are kept to a
minimum, They are centred along
Coombadjha Creek in the south of the
area. The three major sest areas.
Coombadjha, Coachwoeod and
Bellbird, cater for both day picnickers
and campers. They are supplied with
tables, campsiies, fire-places, pi

toilets and water. The rest areas are-

linked by the all-weather Coombadjha
flcad and short, graded walking tracks.
These exceilent visitor facilities aim at

The Bearded Dragon Amphibolurus barbalus.

introducing visitors to & ‘min¥
Washpool — allewing them 1o
experience many elements of the vast
wilderness which stretches 22 km
away ‘o the north.

Although the area is largely
undisturbed., there is some evidence ol
man, particularly in the south and east,
due 1o forastry activity. Grazing alang
the western fringe of Washpool since
the 1840s has also left its mark —
largely in the form ot clearing and
burning. Tracks also penetrale the
wilderness arga. Although they are not
extensive and are only accessibie 1o
4WD vehicles, their presence has
reduced the quality of the area,

Widerness as a resgurce nas been
greatly undervalued in Australia, ana is
only now becoming recognized as an
gnportant  land use. The Washpool
wilderness is fortunale to have teen

recognized and declared as a

wilderness asea by the State’
Governmesl. This is the first step
towards its preservation as wilderness,

The retention of its wilderness values

will depend, however, on careful and

efficient management. Aclive

management, as well as protecting the

area from the incompatible land uses -
mentionect above, will need to protect

the area from other potential threals

such as overuse by recreationisls,

incompatible forms ot r1ecreation.

weed and leral animal invasion and

fire.
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DRAFT AFFIDAVIT
8.9-9a .

f
1. I anm the solicitor for the applicant.

2. Washpool and Billilimbra State Forests lie north of
Washpool National Park, south west of Casino and

directly west of the village of Barvugil. Annexed

hereto and marked A"} is the/Forestry Commission
Tenterfield State Forests Map on which I have marked in
black felt_Een approximately the area comprising V”i%b{

wamr T Thewdact aELiear

Compartments 687-693 and 697-699 inclusive of the

s

Washpool State Forest No. 355 and Compartments 695, 696
\ and 700-713 inclusive of the Billilimbra State Forest

No. 815 ("North Washpool").

aﬁﬂ‘f'l have taped together the detailed Forestry Commissionj
"maps of the said foresgb and marked North Washpool in

vellow highlighter. Annexed_hereto and marked ("B'Y are
the said maps.<:;~szf?Wﬁ, u13 .*5

i 4, I \am informed by Dailan Pugh ¢of the North East Forests

'ﬁiliance and believe that the Respondent proposes to

- conduct or permit forestry activities in North
Washpool. Annexed hereto and markedjfctjis a true copy
of a press re;ease'dated 30 July 1990 issued by the’
1Respondentjannouncing the resumption of forestry

activities in North Washpool.



-~

I am informed by Dailan Pugh and believe that on or
about 10 August the Minister for Natural Resources, the
Hon. Garry West M.P. announced that forestry activities
would not resume in North Washpool until Cabinet had
decided the nomination of, inter alia, North Washpool
for listing as a wilderness area under the Wilderness
Act 1987. Annexed hereto and marked[fpfjis a true copy
of the [press release dated 4 September 1990 issued by /
Wales announcing Cabinet's decision that forestry

activities resume in North Washpool.

In 1979 the Respondent proposed to conduct forestry
activities in the area now comprised in the Washpool
National Park and part of North Washpool ("the Washpool
area"). In 1980 the Respondent prepared and exhibited
a purportedenvironmental Impact Statement concerning
forestry operations in the Washpool area. Exhibited to
me now and marked "1"]is the said Statement. So far as
I am aware the said Statement is the only Environmental
Impact Statement for the Washpool area prepared or
obtained by the Respondent purportedly in pursuance of
its obligations under Part V of tﬂe Environmental

Planning and Assessment Act 1979 ("the Act").



/

10.

3
I have compared the map entitled "Washpool Area
Proposed Logging Operations"”, annexed to the said
Statement with annexure B to thisg affidavit for the
purpose of ascertaining the degree of agreement between
the area purportedly studied in the said Statement and
North Washpool and I gay that Compartments 6792, 686 and
687 of North Washpool were not studied in the said

Statement.

The said Statement was examined in the Department of
Environmen;&?fand Planning in accordance with section
113(5}) of the Act. Exhibited to me now and marked Egﬁ

is the(Environfiental IMpact Assessment of the’

/”Départméng}dated May 1982,

L

In 1981 and 1982 Dr Marilyn Fox and colleagues of the
National Herbarium of New South Wales prepared a report
to the said Department to assist it in assessing the
said Statement. Exhibited to me now and marked is

the published report entitled l@iY%ﬁéﬁéﬁiQﬁiSﬁ?V¢?“°f'J?

~the Washpool Area, Northern New South Wales"/
= hortnern New sSouth Wales'

On or about 26 October 1982 State Cabinet decided to
reserve an area of land for a Naticnal Park in the
Washpool area and to phase out rainforest logging

throughout New South Wales by 1990.



4
11. On 14 December 1982 the Commissioner for Forests issued
a purportedLEnyironmental Impact Assessment Report
;éggigggg_iéroposed'Foregt Operations in the Washpool’

, Area" > a true copy of which is exhibited to me now and

marked ™4™)

12. In or about 1979 & Management Plan for the Casino West /
- Management Area was prepared. It has been amended in
1980, 1982, 1983 and 1987. So far as I am presently
aware, it is the current Management Plan for forestry
operations in, inter alia, North Washpool. Exhibited
to me now and marked "5")is a true copy of the said

Management Plan.

13. In 1988 the Wilderness Society nominated North Washpool
for declaration as a wilderness area under the
R Wilderness Act 1987. Exhibited to me now and marked

j;/ - /%6(a)" is the Assessment Report on the nomination /

’kp E; Wildlife Service dated 28 August 19%0. The Service

-~
, also prepared’ a report, being an inventory and /
/ 5}433 -evaluation of natural and cultural heritage values for J
f ¢ T - ' '
f&?" North Washpool, Exhibited to me now and marked !6(b)"/

is a true copy of the said Report dated August 1990.

N

qﬁéf ?' signed by W. Gillooly, Director, National Parks and



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

5
Annexed to this affidavit and marked /"E" is a true copy
of the harvesting plan for Compartment 695)in North

Washpool dated 7 August 1990.

Annexed tc this affidavit and markedf??? is a true copy
of a'news report in the Northern Star!, a newspaper
circulating in north-east New South Walesfd@tedfﬁ

September 1990.7

On 19 March 1990 I requested an undertaking from the
Respondent on my c¢lient's behalf to refrain from
forestry activities in North Washpool. Annexed hereto
and marked "G/ is a.true copy of my. letter/ Annexed

hereto and marked{"HT is a true copy of the

‘Respondent's reply dated . Annexed hereto and

marked "I} a true copy of 'my response dated /

On' 5 September 1990 I Sent by facsimile a létter;
requesting an undertaking in similar terms. Annexed
hereto and marked["J"}is a true copy of the original of

the said letter.

I fear that unless restrained by this Honourable Court,
the Respondent will by its servant, agents, licensees
and contractors road, log and otherwise degrade North
Washpool without first complying with the provisions of

Part V of the Act.
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T IN THE LAND AWD ENVIRONENT COURT.

OF NEW SOUTH WALES

NQ, of 1990

JOMN ROBERT CORKILL

aApplicant

FOREBTRY COMMISBION OF
ou 3

Respondent

AFFIDAVIT
'l

Deponent: JOHN WILLIAM McGARITY

HILLMAN AND WOOLP
Solicitora

10th PFloor

82 Elizabeth Streert
SYDNEY 2000

DX: 1558 SYDNEY
FAX: (02) 223 3530
TEL: (02) 221 8522
REF: BSW -

RECEIVED PROM &3 2 273935

I, JOHN WILLIAM McGARITY

.of 'Karw', Bundarra Road,

Armidale in the stato of
New South Wales, Soil

Sclentist, say on oath as
followa' ,

1. I am qualified a8 a

Bachelor of Sclenca in

-Agriculture (Hone), Maater

of Science in Agriculture
and Doctor of Philoaophy
attalned <zfrom the Faculty
of Agriculture of the
University of Sydney.

I. am & gualified soil
gcientiat and expart. in
land development of 40
years standing. * have
been principally employad
by Universities, and have
tanght <¢ourses in g@oils
and soil eénserxvation over
many vears, 0 rursd
scisnce and - . resocurco

management students.

I have published papers
and zreports . on gooil
congervation and . goils
under forests and have had
practical experience in
the planning of, and
asgegssment of the  nead

for, arogions control
mneagures fox land
dovolopment (Thalland,

Malaysia, Kenya). I am &
corporate member - of thae
Austrdlian Association of
Agricultural Consultants.

2. I have been requested
by the Applicant in these
proceaedings to examine and
report on the intention of

the Porestry Commiggion of

Now &outh Wales (FCNBW) to
rosume logging in tHe aroa

known aa the Nereh

washpool Forast, with

particular. = reference to

the Harvesting Plan for .
Compartment 693 of the

Billilimbra 8tate Forests,

No. 818,
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3. I havo visiied the North Washpool area on two occasions,

(Rugust and Docewber 198%) to ascertain the general physical
nature of the area, the soils and the potential for erosion..
I have examined a number of other logged areas of State
Porests controlled by Forestry Commission of N8W over the
last two years. Opinlons expressed in this affidavit are thus
supported by supplementary knowledge of the soils and
management practices extant in eastern NSW.

4. I have examined the Marvesting Plan for Compartment 695
of the Billilimbra State Forest. Although I have not visited
this area, it is obvious that thie plan 1is inadequate in many
respects in relation to the information required to assess
the impact of roading and logging on soil erosion and
degradation and conseguent effects on water quality in this
catchmant. :

In my view the following cohsiderations indicate that legging
should not be undertaken in the Compartment until a valid
environmental impact study shows that permanent Gamage to the
catchment will not result.

i} GEOLOGY The rock. parent material for the soils ia
described as a Biotite Adamellite. This 1lithological
classification is derived from the Stanthorpe Adamellite map
unit of the 1:250,000 Geological Map. Given the scale and
detail of the geological map thare can be nc certainty that
this particular rock type 18 the only or dominant kind
prasent in the Compartment 695,

The mineralogy (size, 8pecies, chemistry and degree of
weathering) of granite parent materials greatly influences
the kinds of soils developed in this environment.

ii) SOILS The statement that solls - in the Compartment are
Blotite Adamellite has no scientific meaning 4n the context
used. Soils vary considerably in their properties from ridges
to valloy bottoms for reasons such as drainage and natural
exosion.

Additionally, the nature of weathering of the granite rocks
to give different saprolites will also determine the Xinhéd of
soil developed on granite landecapes. While it appears that
the soils in the Compartment have been classed as having high
erodibility on the basis of perceived geolegy of the area,
such soils could be extremely erodible or aven moderately
erodible. ' ‘ : ‘

There Ais thus insufficient evidence to determine the
erodibility class of the soile of this area either from the
Harvesting Plan or from the EIS prepared in 1980 (EIS p.68-
Proposaed Forest Cperations in the Washpool  Area-
Environmental TImpact Statement, FPorestry Commission of NSW
Dacember, 1%80).

1ii) SLOPE An examination of the Harvesting Plan for
Compartment 695 (Page 7) reveals, from the contours, that the
area is rugged to sasteep, with many slopes exceeding 25
degrees over distances of 100 metres or more. The eastern and
gouthern boundaries of the watershed fall away in alopes that
are, or exceed 30 degrees. Approximately 20 per cent of the
area has slopes of this order. ‘ _

It 18 generally recognised that logging operations should not
be undertalken on slopes exceeding 30 degress according to the

RECEIVED FROM 61 2 27594% : ' P, 3
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Standard Scil Frosion Mitigation Conditions of the Forestry
Commission of MGW (SEMC). ' :

It i8 also required that snigging should not be carried, ou

on slopes above 25 degrees. The Harvesting Plan shows the
locaticn of 5 dump sites along the southern ridge road above
slopes exceeding 25 degrees and 6 dump sitea above similar
slopes on the eastern side. It can be inferred that the
intention of the plan is to snig logs upslope to these dumps.
It is apparont that in the preparation of this plan that
congiderations of the effect. on soil erosion and sediment
transport hag boen neglected, irrespective of the erodibility
clessification of the soil. That the areas to be logged
should be clearly marked on the plan, would seem to be a
mandatory requizement of any plan, One cen only conclude that
logging is to proceed in the area without consideration of
the percelved fraglle nature of this particular landscape.

iv) EROBIVITY This 18 a climatically d&aerived tarm the
parameters of which are used to evaluate the effect of
intensity and duration of rainfall on scil movement.

Storms of high intensity and long duration are responsible
for detachment, dispersion and suspension of soll aggregates
and for asscciated run~off to traneport ‘and deposit the
suspended material. Data on the interaction of rainfall with
Boll, slope and vegetative cover is thus essential for any
valld evaluation of the effect of forest removal on soil
erosion of any epecific site,

The SEMC, which were prepared for the Bombala-Eden area and
which have been adopted by the Forestry Commission for use
throughout N8W, are not considered suitable for areas whare
there is a high probabillity of more intensive storms of long
duration. Thus, data for Bowraville (North Coast N&W} with
annual precipitation of 1541 mm per annum, can be shown to
have an expectatlion of storms about twice the intensity of
those expected for the same duration at Bombala (McGarity
1988}, ‘ : ‘
Rainfall at Ewingar has been estimated at 1440 mm per annum
in the EIS. The EIS however suggests that higher rainfall
exilsts over the Washpool area for much of the proposed
logging area (Page 74) and higher rainfalls (exceeding 2000
mm per annum) may he experlenced close to the Gibraltar Range
(Department of Environment and ' Planring, Forest Operations
Washpool 1982).

It im 1likely therefore that even more intensiveée rainfall
eventes could occur at higher elevations such as in
Compartment 695, of Billilimbra State Forast. The spsculative
nature of ths climatic data presented in the EIS (see DEP
1982), give 1little confidence am to the likely efficacy of
the BEMC for this (DEP 1982), ‘and other coastal areas. e.g.
Mistake State Forests (McGarity, 1988). .

From <onsideration of the inadeguacies of the information
supplied in the Harvesting PRlan, it is apparent that basic
information on the erodibility of the soils on stesp and long
slopes when vegetation cover is removed has not been
congidered in relation to rainfall intensities which are very
likely to greatly exceed those on which the SEMC was
originally based. Until research has been carrisd out to
obtain the relevant data, and to show that damage will not
result, no logging should ke permitted. '

RECELVED FROM 61 2 2739485 P, 4
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5. The discussion and recommendation made above, for
Compartment 69 would appear applicable to further logging
operations in other parts of the North Washpool area.

The 1980 FEI5 fu of little or no value in helping to evaluate
Harvesting Plans because it is not aite specific " in relation
to soila and some Of the factors that control erosion.
Neither useful data on erodibility or erosivity are provided
in the EIS and the paucity of solls information d&oes not
anable judgements ¢ be made about the potential erosion of
the area as a whole, : :

6. Until efforts are made to describe the existing physical
enivironment in the catchments where logying is proposed, it
will not ba possible to evaluate the need  for further
research on the likely impact of logging in the North
Waahpool area.

Such information should form the Lasis for experimentation
and monitoring that would enable the efficacy of the SEMC to
be tested for the region.

7. An inspecition of logging operations in the region
indicataes that freguently, at the conclusion of the
operation, the current SEMC guidelines are not carried out in
relation to measures designed to rehabilitate log dumps

satlsfactorily and prevent sadimant movement to drainage -

lines,

8. In view of the grave risk of erosion attached to logging-

in the North Washpool area and my lack of confidence in the
value of the 8EMC for the region, as well as in the follow up
procedures undertaken to ensure contractors adhare to the
conditione of operation, I would recommend that no furthex
logging be wundertaken until a couprehensive and research
orlented environmental impact study has been undertaken.

Affirmed and declared ) :
) |
Before me at Armidale . ) / Cffgg N
this & th day of September 19%0 ) 7
U/ J. W. NcGARITY
M.8c.Agr., Ph.D., MAAAC.

Aepirrni® e ¥T )P
Boliaitrm/Justice of the bPeacs

PECETUEL “RON 61 I %9 4.8 P
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IN THE LAND AND ENVIRONMENT COURT.

OF NEW SOUTH WALES

No. of 1990

JOHN ROBERT CORKILL
Applicant‘

A

FORESTRY COMMISSION OF
NEW SOUTH WALES

Respondent

AFFIDAVIT

H

Deponent: JOHN WILLIAM McGARITY

HILLMAN AND WOOLF
" Solicitors:
10th Floor
82 Elizabeth Street
SYDNEY 2000

DX: 1558 SYDNEY
FAX: (02) 223 3530
TEL:(02) 221 8522
REF: BSW

I, JOHN WILLIAM McCGARITY

.of 'Karu', Bundarra Road,

Armidale in the State of
New South Wales, Soil
Scientist, say on oath as
follows:

1. I am qualified as a
‘Bachelor of Science in

Agriculture (Hons), Master
of Science in Agriculture
and Doctor of Philosophy
attained from the Faculty
of Agriculture of the’
University of Sydney.

I am a qualified soil
scientist and expert in

- land development of 40

years standing. I have
been principally -employed
by Universities, and have
taught courses in- soils
and -soil conservation over
many years, to rural
science and . resource
management students.

I have published papers
and reports . on soil
conservation and . soils
under forests and have had
practical experience in
the planning of, and -
assessment of the need

for, erosions control
measures for ~ land
development (Thailand,
Malaysia, Kenya). -I am a

corporate member of the
Australian Association of
Agricultural Consultants.

2. I have been requested
by the Applicant in these
proceedings to examine and
report on the intention of
the Forestry Commission of
New South Wales (FCNSW) to

‘resume logging in the area

known as the North

* Washpool Forest, with

particular  reference to
the Harvesting Flan for
Compartment 695 of the
Billilimbra State Forests,
No. 815..
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3. I have visited the North Washpocol area on two occasions,

(August and December '1989) to ascertain the general phy51cal
nature of the area, the soils and the potential for erosion.
I have examined a number of other logged areas of State
Forests controlled by Forestry Commission of NSW over the
last two years. Opinions expressed in this affidavit are thus
supported by supplementary knowledge of the scoils and
management practices extant in eastern NSW.

4, I have examined the Harvesting Plan for Compartment 695
of the Billilimbra State Forest. Although I have not visited
this area, it is obvious that this plan is inadegquate in many
respects in relation to the information required to assess
the impact of roading and logging on soil erosion and
degradation and consequent effects on water quality in this
catchment. '

In my view the following considerations indicate that logging
. should not be undertaken in the Compartment until a valid
environmental impact study shows that permanent damage to the
catchment will not result.

i) GEOLOGY The rock. parent material for the soils is
described as a Biotite Adamellite. This lithological
classification is derived from the Stanthorpe Adamellite map
unit of the 1:250,000 Geological Map. Given the scale and
detail of the geological map there can be no certainty that
this particular rock type is the only or dominant kind
present in the Compartment 695. .

The mineralogy (size, species, chemistry and degree of
weathering) of granite parent materials greatly influences
the kinds of soils developed in this environment.

ii) SOILS The statement that soils @ in the Compartment are
Biotite Adamellite has no scientific meaning in the context
used. Soils vary considerably in their properties from ridges
to valley bottoms for reasons such as drainage and natural
erosion.

Additionally, the nature of weathering of the granite rocks
to give different saprolites will also determine the kind of
- soil developed on granite landscapes. While it appears that
the soils in the Compartment have been classed as having. high
erodibility on the basis of perceived geology of the area,
such soils could be extremely erodible or even moderately
erodible. - ' :

There is thus insufficient evidence to determine the
erodibility class of the soils of this area - either from the
Harvesting Plan or from the EIS prepared in 1980 (EIS p.68-
Proposed Forest Operations in the Washpool Area-
Environmental Impact Statement, Forestry Commission of NSW
December, 1980). '

iii) SLOPE An examination of the Harvesting Plan for
Compartment 695 (Page 7) reveals, from the contours, that the
area is rugged to steep, with many slopes exceeding 25
degrees over distances of 100 metres or more. The eastern and
southern boundaries of the watershed fall away in slopes that
are, or exceed 30 degrees. Approx1mately 20 per cent of the
area has slopes of this order.

It is generally recognised that logging operations should not
be undertaken on slopes exceeding 30 degrees according to the
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Standard Soil Erosion Mitigation Conditions of the Forestry
Commission of NSW (SEMC).

It is also required that snigging should not be carried, cut
on slopes above 25 degrees. The Harvesting Plan shows the
location of 5 dump sites along the southern ridge road above.
slopes exceeding 25 degrees and 6 dump sites above similar
slopes on the eastern side. It can be inferred that the
intention of the plan is to snig logs upslope to these dumps.
It is apparent that in the preparation of . this plan that
considerations of the effect.  on socil erosion and sediment
transport has been neglected, irrespective of the erodibility
classification of the so0il. That the areas to be logged
should be clearly marked on the plan, would seem to be a
mandatory requirement of any plan. One can only conclude that
logging is to proceed in the area without consideration of
the perceived fragile nature of this particular landscape.

iv) ERCSIVITY This is a climatically derived term the
parameters of which are used to evaluate the effect of
intensity and duration of rainfall on soil movement.

Storms of high intensity and long duration are responsible
for detachment, dispersion and suspension of soil aggregates
and for associated run-off to transport and deposit the
suspended material. Data on the interaction of rainfall with
soil, slope and vegetative cover is thus essential for any
valid evaluation of the effect of forest removal on soil
erosion of any specific site.

The SEMC, which were prepared for the Bombala-Eden area and
which have been adopted Dby the Forestry Commission for use
throughout NSW, are not considered suitable for areas where
there is a high probability of more intensive storms of long
duration. Thus, data for Bowraville (North Coast NSW) with
annual precipitation of 1541 mm per annum, can be shown to
have an expectation of storms about +twice the intensity of
those expected for the same duration at Bombala (McGarity
1988). -

Rainfall at Ewingar has been estimated at 1440 mm per annum
in the EIS. The EIS however suggests that higher rainfall
exists over the Washpool area for much of the proposed
logging area (Page 74) and higher rainfalls (exceeding 2000
mm per annum) may be experienced close to the Gibraltar Range
(Department of Environment and ' Planning, Forest Operations
Washpool 1982).

It is 1likely therefore that even more intensive rainfall
events could occur at higher elevations such as 1in
Compartment 695, of Billilimbra State Forest. The speculative
nature of the climatic data presented in the EIS (see DEP
1982), give 1little confidence as to the likely efficacy of
the SEMC for this (DEP 1982), and other coastal areas. e.g.
Mistake State Forests (McGarity, 1988).

From consideration of the inadequacies of the information
supplied in the Harvesting Plan, it is apparent that basic
information on the erodibility of the soils on steep and long
slopes when vegetation cover is removed has: not been
considered in relation to rainfall intensities which are very
likely to greatly exceed those on which the SEMC was
originally based. Until research has been carried out to
obtain the relevant data, and to show that damage will not
result, no logging should be permitted.



5. The discussion and recommendation made above, for
Compartment 695 would appear applicable to further logging
operations in other parts of the North Washpool area.

The 1980 EIS is of little or no value in helping to evaluate
Harvesting Plans because it is not site specifie¢ in relation
to soils and some of the factors that control erosion.
Neither useful data on erodibility or erosivity are provided
in the EIS and the paucity of soils information doces not
enable judgements to be. made about the potential erosion of
the area as a whole. '

6. Until efforts are made to describe the existing physical
environment in the catchments where logging is proposed, it
will not Dbe possible to evaluate the need for further
research on the 1likely impact of 1logging in the North
Washpool area. C

Such information should form the basis. for experimentation
and menitoring that would enable the efficacy of the SEMC to
be tested for the region.

7. An inspection of logging operations in the region
indicates that frequently, =~ at the . conclusion of the
operation, the current SEMC guidelines are not carried out in
relation to measures designed to rehabilitate log dumps
satisfactoril and prevent sediment movement to drainage
lines. :

8. In view of the grave risk of erosion attached to logging
in the North Washpool area and my lack of confidence in the
value-of the SEMC for the region, as well as in the follow up
procedures undertaken to ensure contractors adhere to the
conditions of operation, I would recommend that no further
logging be undertaken until a comprehensive and research
oriented environmental impact study has been undertaken.

Affirmed and declared )
: )

Before me at Armidale : )
)

)

this "th day of September 1990

/ .
J. W. McGARRITY
M.Sc.Agr.,, Ph.D., MAAAC,.

Solicitor/Justice of the Peace
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5. The discussion and recommendation made above, for
Compartment 695 would appear applicable to further logging
operations in other parts of the North Washpool area.

The 1980 EIS is of little or no value in helping to evaluate
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to soils and some of the factors that control erosion.
Neither useful data on erodibility or erosivity are provided
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Standard Soil Erosion Mitigation Conditions of the Forestry
Commission of NSW (SEMC). .

It is also required that snigging should not be carried out
on slopes above 25 degrees. The Harvesting Plan shows the
location of 5 dump sites along the southern ridge road above
slopes exceeding 25 degrees and 6 dump sites above similar
slopes on the eastern side. It can be inferred that the

intention of the plan is to snig logs upslope to these dumps.
It is apparent that in the preparation of this plan that
considerations of the effect on soil erosion and sediment
transport has been neglected, irrespective of the erodibility
classification of the soil. That the areas to be logged
should be clearly marked on the plan, would seem to be a

- mandatory requirement- of any plan. One can only conclude that

logging is to proceed in the area without consideration of
the perceived fragile nature of this particular landscape.

iv) EROSIVITY This is a climatically derived term the
parameters of which are used to evaluate the effect of
intensity and duration of rainfall on soil movement.

Storms of high intensity and long duration are responsible
for detachment, dispersion and suspension of soil aggregates
and for assgociated run-off to transport and deposit the
suspended material. Data on the interaction of rainfall with
soil, slope and vegetative cover is thus essential for any
valid evaluation of the effect of forest removal on soil
erosion of any specific site.

The SEMC, which were prepared for the Bombala-Eden area and
which have been adopted by the  Forestry Commission for use
throughout NSW, are not considered suitable for areas where
there is a high probability of more intensive storms of long
duration. Thus, data for Bowraville (North Coast NSW) with
annual precipitation of 1541 'mm per annum, can be shown to
have an expectation of storms about twice the intensity of
those expected for the same duration at Bombala (MdGaEfity
1988).

"Rainfall at Ewingar has been estimated at 1440 mmlpér annum

in the EIS. The EIS however suggests that higher rainfall
exists over the Washpool area for much of the proposed
logging area (Page 74) and higher rainfalls (exceeding 2000
mm per annum) may be experienced close to the Gibraltar Range
(Department of Environment and Planning, Forest Operations
Washpool 1982). .
It 1is 1likely therefore that even more intensive rainfall
events could occur at higher elevations such as in
Compartment 695, of Billilimbra State Forest. The speculative
nature of the climatic data presented in the EIS (see DEP
1982), give little confidence as to the likely efficacy of
the SEMC for this (DEP 1982), , and other coastal areas. e.qg.
Mistake State Forests (McGaéy{ty, 1988} . .

From consideration of  th inadequacies of the information
supplied in the Man ment Plan, it is apparent that basic.
information on the erodibility of the soils on steep and long
slopes when vegetation cover is. removed has not been
considered in relation to rainfall intensities which are very
likely to greatly exceed those on which the SEMC was
originally based. Until research has been carried out to
obtain the relevant data, and to show that damage will not

result, no logging should be permitted.
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Blockade
plan for
Washpool

Conservationists are preparing
to set up blockades to stop the
Forestry Commission going ahead
with the logging of north Washpool
and will seek a court injunction to
stop all work in the area.

The Wilderness Society and the
North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) are chalienging the valid-
ity of the environmental impact
statement (EIS) prepared in 1980
for the logging of the area.

Mr John Corkill, of the NEFA,
said conservationists would be
arguing for an entirely new EIS
because they felt the 1980 state-
ment was concerned not with the
area now proposed for logging.

Cabinet decided on Tuesday to
stick by a 1982 Labor Government
agreement whereby 7,000 hectares
of north Washpool would remain
available for the timber industry.

In his first public statement on the
decision, the Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Mr Moore, who supported
saving the north Washpool area asa
national park, said that contrary to
rumours he had never considered
resigning over the issue.

But Mr Moore said the area
deserved to be saved from logging
and he was disappointed.
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" FACING defeat in the NEW
2 Cabinet today over his pro-
'+ posal to give wilderness pro-
'tection to part of a State for-
; est, the Minister for the Envi-
rronment, Mr Moore, yvester-
'day blamed the Leader of the
 Opposition, Mr Carr.

« Mr Moore, who is in conflict _Te

“Wwith the Minister for Resour-
ces. Mr West, on the issue,
told The Australian he had
hoped to use a “bipartisan”
argument to persuade his fel-
low minlisters that.a 15,600ha

catchment on the edge of the
Washpoo! National Park set
aside for logging eight years
ago was worth preserving.
Instead, he said, his Cabinet
opponents would be able to
use the argument against
him,  following  ill-timed
remarks by Mr Carr that the

Opposition did not favour ex- ~

panding those areas already
protected in‘- the State’s
northern forests.

Mr Carr iImmediately struck
out at the minister’s “flatu-

2 Minister blames Opposition for defeat

L By environment writer BRIAN WOODLEY

lent weakness in Cabinet —
either he can get a position
through or he can’t, but he
can't blame the Opposition
forit.”

Setting the ground for his
own debate within the shadow
Cabinet today on the issue, he
claimed Mr Moore had relied
on incomplete reporting of his
comments.

Today's Cabinet meeting is
said by political sources to be
likely to adopt Mr West's pro-
logging stand.
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) : 5th September, 1980
Mr Tim Moore,

Minister for the Environment,
Level 20,

Westfield Tower,

100 William Street,

East Sydney. 2011.

Dear Tim,

Re: Cabinet decision on North Washpool Wilderness assessment

Though we are deeply disappointed at Cabinets' decision to
refuse to protect the North Washpool wilderness area, I write
to personally thank you for your presentation recommending
the recognition of the wilderness values of the area and the
incorporation. of the area into the Washpool National- Park.

Tim, I am sure that you are as unhappy about the outcome of
your colleagues' deliberations as we, though I know that you

are unable to publicly .confirm or give vent to these
feelings. -

The North East Forest Alliance and other environmental groups
are not similarly constrained in this matter and will be
vocal in criticising the decision and the Cabinet as a whole.
Please do not interpret these criticisms as a failure on our
behalf to recognise the effort made by you, or those of your

colleagues who supported you in yesterdays Cabinet debate and
ballot, .

Since Cabinet confidentiality prevents us from identifying
these supporters of wilderness, perhaps you could thank your
colleagues on our behalf and tell them that their efforts are
appreciated, notwithstanding that they were unsuccessful.

Two matters remain to be clarified regarding yesterday's
Cabinet decision: ‘

1. Will the NPWS Wilderness Assessment Report be released
publicly? If so, when? May we, NEFA, be issued a copy as
soon as possible please? '

2. The Aboriginal Place to protect the significant cultural
values within Washpool SF, recently promised by then
Minister Causley, was not a part of the 'status quo' of .
1982. Will this Place still be declared by vyou as the
Minister admlnlsterlng the NPW Act?



NEFA understands that there are other areas within the North
Washpool area of similar significance, as areas ‘of
secret/sacred traditional value, which have not been
disclosed yet to FCNSW or their consultants.

I am not entitled or yualified to comment on these values but
have been told that they exist, and cannot be revealed

casually or inappropriately, p0551bly not even until they are
-.actually threatened. .

Will the NPWS pursue further investigations of the cultural

significance of the North Washpool area, beyond the already.
identified area as a matter of priority? ‘

NEFA would bLe pleased to be advised of the situation
regarding both these matters at-your earliest convenience.

Thank . you for . your a551stance in these important matters

Yours sincerely,
For the Land...

J.R. CORKILL . B
Sydney Area Co ordlnator, NEFA.
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I GREINER'S CHANCE TO SAVE WORLD HERITAGE RAINFQRESTS,

LEFT OUT BY WRAN

Tuesday's Cabinet decision on Washpool, a threatencd wilderness
NSW, is an historic chance for Premier Nick
Greiner to rectify a major mistake by the Wran Government in 1982,

area in north-east

The Wilderness Soc

iety said today.

Mr Richard Ledgar, Director of the Society said: "Startling new
information shows that an internationally significant rainforest in
Washpool, which should have been protected in a World Heritage zone
was in fact left out on the basis of Mr Wran's

declared in 1986,
1982 decision."

"Tuesday's Cabinet meeting is Mr Greiner's chance to show thal his
Government does care for our natural heritage - by protecting the

entire North Washpool area as wilderness," Mr Ledgar said.

"Washpool includes the 'Willowie Scrub' rainforest - the largest
area of coachwood forest in the world - which was one of Lhe major
reasons for the region being placed on the World Heritage List in

the first place.™

"Four years later, parks and wildlife experts including prominent
ecologist Associate Professor Harry Recher, have confirmed that
almost one fifth of this precious forest was left out of the

protected area."

The Cabinet decision will be based on a National Parks & Wildlife

Service (NPWS) assessment of Washpool, conducted under the

Wilderness Act following The Wilderness Sociely’'s nomination of the

area in 1988.

Although the Liberal and National Parties supported the Wilderness
Act before they came to power, they are yet to protect any new

areas. ' The last assessment to go before NSW Cabinet, Coolangubra
wilderness in the South East Forests, was rejected out of hand in

February 1989.

"Washpool is a special. opportunity for Mr Greiner to show that,
despite his track record, there is some depth to his new-found

green colours,” Mr Ledgar concluded.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Richard Ledgar
Haydn Washington
Elise Newberry
A.J. Brown

(018) 380 393

(02) 267 7929 w
{(02) 267 7929 w
(02) 267 7929 w

(03)

(02)
(02)
(02)

329
969
713
389

6045
9090
7249
8797
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FOREST ALLIANCE

NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH - 6.9.1990

GOALPOSTS HAVEN'T MOVED -GREINER DISORIENTED ON FIELD OF PLAY

‘Claims that environmentalists had 'moved the goalposts', made

by Premier Greiner in  announcing Cabinet's decisions to
refuse wilderness protection for North Washpool and permit
logging, were today rejected by North East Forest Alliance.

"Our goals are the same now as they were ten years ago - an
end to rainforest logging, now!; protection of the remaining
wilderness areas; protection of representative samples of all
native flora and fauna in secure Reserves; and a timber
industry based on sustained yield", said NEFA spokesman, Mr
John Corkill. ‘ :

"cabinets decision fails to met any of these goals. If Mr
Greiner thinks the goalposts have moved its because he's
disoriented on the field of play, he's playing way out of
position'", he said. "Maybe he thinks he's on our team!"

Mr Corkill said it was Mr Greiner who had attempted to "move
the goalposts'" with his -'New Envircnmentalism' statement

released earlier this year.

"Mr Greiner has reneged on his 'social contract' with future
generations of NSW citizens, made when the Wilderness Act
passed into law with the support of both Coalition parties in
1987", he said. "Not once has he honoured this contract'.

Mr Greiner had claimed in a media conference following the
cabinet decision that the government was bound to- honour a
'social contract' entered into by the then Wran government to
permit logging in the Washpool and Billilimbra State Forests.

"Why is Cabinet bound by a decision made by a Cabinet, three
governments previous, of a different political persuasion?"

"We believe Cabinet has ignored 8 years of new, relevant and
compelling information about the natural values of the area:
* the World Heritage values of the adjacent National Park and
rainforest which extends into the North Washpool, (1986);

* the significance of 70 species of rare, restricted or
otherwise notable plants, (1983);

* the important Aboriginal cultural values (1990);

*x the .critical habitat provided by North Washpool for
endangered mammal species, e.g. Eastern Native Cat, (1990);

* the areas importance as pristine Wilderness {1990)" he said

"None of these facts were known 8 years ago, despite Mr
Greiner's misleading claim that all the areas' values were
known in 1982," said Mr Corkill.

Mr Corkill said NEFA rejected the notion that the timber
industry's long term security was now guaranteed by access to
North Washpool's rainforests and old growth forests.

"when these are cut out, where will they cut then?" ...ENDS.

For more info: Ph John Corkill (02) 2447 206w, (02) 660 3496h
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NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH - 6.9. 1990

GOALPOSTS HAVEN'T MOVED —GREINER DISORIENTED ON FIELD OF PLAY

Claims that environmentalists. had 'moved the goalposts', made
by Premier Greiner in announcing Cabinet's decisions to-
refuse wilderness protection for North Washpool and permit
logging, were today rejected by North East Forest Alliance.

"Our goals are the same now as they were ten years ago - an
end to rainforest logging, now!; protection of the remaining
wilderness areas; protection of representative samples of all
native flora and fauna in secure Reserves; and a timber
industry based on sustalned yield", said NEFA spokesman, Mr
John Corkill.

"Cabinets decision fails to met any of these goals. If Mr
Greiner thinks the goalposts have moved its because he's
disoriented on the field of play, he's playing way out of
position”, he said. "Maybe he thinks he's on our team!"

Mr Corkill sald it was Mr Greiner who had attempted to "move
the goalposts" with his 'New Environmentalism' statement
released earlier this year.

"Mr Greiner has reneged on his 'social contract' with future
generations of NSW citizens, made when the Wilderness Act
passed into law with the support of both Coalition parties in
1987", he said. "Not once has he honoured this contract'.

Mr Greiner had claimed in a -media conference following the
Cabinet decision that the government was bound to honour a
'social contract' entered into by the then Wran government to
permit logging in the Washpool and Billilimbra State Forests.

"Why is Cabinet bound by a decision made by a Cabinet, three
governments previous, of a different political persuasion?"

"We believe Cabinet has ignored 8 years of new, relevant and
compelling information about the natural values of the area:
* the World Heritage values of the adjacent National Park and
rainforest which extends into the North Washpool, (1986);

* the significance of 70 species of rare, restricted or
otherwise notable plants, (1983);

* the important Aboriginal cultural values (1990);

* the critical habitat provided by North Washpool for
endangered mammal species, e.g. Eastern Native Cat, (1990);

* the areas importance as pristine Wilderness (1990)" he said

"None of these facts were known 8 vyears ago, despite Mr
Greiner's misleading claim that all the areas' values were
known in 1982," said Mr Corkill. ' ' :

Mr Corkill said NEFA rejected - the notion that the timber
industry's long term security was now guaranteed by access to
North Washpool's rainforests and old growth forests.

"When these are cut out, where will they cut then?" .. .ENDS.

For more info: Ph John Corkill (02) 2447 206w, (02) 660 3496h
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LISMORE:The Big Scrub Enviranment Centre Inc, BBA Keen St, Lismore. 2480. Ph 065 213 278, Fx 066 219 420



NORTH WASHPOOL FORESTS - FACT SHEET - SEPTEMBER 1990

- Time 1s running out for the unprotected rainforests & old-growth forests |
of North Washpool, 70 km north-west of Grafton,

"State Cabinet HAS DECIDED to permit logging of this pristine wilderness -
one of the Tew remaimng Iarge areas of undisturbed native forest in North-
east N.S.W.

The Washpool forests contain the renowned Coachwood (Ceratopetalum

apetalum) rainforests of the willowle scrub, the largest forest of this

type in the world. A richness of vegetation communities from warm

temperate to sub-tropical rainforests & eucalypt dominated wet

- sclerophyll forests combine with fern & palm fringed creeks to form a
wilderness aimost totany devold of human interference, feral predators &

noxious weeds : :

in 1982 28, 000 hectares of these forests were deciared National Park by -

“the then Wran government. However, in a cynlcal decisfon to appease local
timber & political interests, the Park boundaries were arbitrarily drawn
to exclude approximately 7,000 hectares of the Northern Washpool forésts
into which the Coachwood rainforests extend. In 1986 in recognitfon of
its International biological significance, the existing Washpool National
Park was listed as part of NS.W.'s World Heritage Rainforest Area.

Due to the pristine nature of the larger wWashpool wilderness, a rich o
~diversity of flora & fauna has remained intact. Rare & threatened species
- 0f fauna include the Powerful Owl, the Albert Lyrebird, Eastern Native

- Cat, Parma & Brush-tatled Wallabies, Long~nosed Potoroo & Rufous Rat-

~ kangaroo, Very littie is known about the area's reptile, amphibian &
invertebrate populations. Over S00 different plant species have been
recorded, 70 of which are regarded as either rare, restricted or
geographlcally significant. :

In addition North Washpooi contains the two undisturbed water
catchments of Desert & upper Malara Creeks, and areas of sacred &
historical significance to the local Bundajalung & Jakumbal aboriginal
communities.. :



The N.S.W. Wilderness Act was passed In 1987 with. the Unanimous support
©of the Liberal & National parties, however to datelt has not been _Used to
implement any new reserves,

in January 1989, soon after a nomination from the wWilderness Soclety to
protect North wWashpool, the Forestry Commission began pushing new .
logging roads into the area, despite the avallability of alternative
hardwood & rainforest understory resources: outside the forests under
nommatlon

Only blockades & legal actions by local conservationists highlighting the
Inadequate & out of date Environmental Impact Statements & logging
practices being used by the Forestry Commission have prevented further
tncursions .

Last month, the.new State Minister for Resources, Mr. west, declared a 4
week moratorium on logging activity in North washpool to permit National
Parks & wildlife Service assessment of the Wilderness values of the area.
This arrangement expires on Friday 7th September, so only concerted
_action from environment & political groups and the general public will
convince the Greiner government to satisfactorily protect these important
forests.

"WHAT YOU CAN DO .
. Write or Fax letters to -

" The Premier, Mr. Nick Greiner-(02) 231 1110
"The Minister for Resources, Mr. Garry west (02) 251 1442

All ¢/- Parliament House, Macquarte Street, Sydney, 2000_
Produced by the Forest Campaign Group of the Australian Conservatton
Foundation (ACF), (02) 247 4285 -
For MORE INFORMATION please contact -

The Nature Conservation Council (02) 247 2228
The Wilderness Society (02) 267 7929



NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH - 6.9.1990

GOALPOSTS HAVEN'T MOVED -GREINER DISORIENTED ON FIELD OF PLAY

Claims that environmentalists had 'moved the goalposts'; made
by Premier Greiner in announcing Cabinet's decisions to
refuse wilderness protection for North Washpool and permit
‘logging, were today rejected by North East Forest Alliance.

"If Mr Greiner thinks the goalposts have moved its because
he's disoriented on the field of play, he's playing way out
of position", he said. "Maybe he thinks he's on our team!"

"Our goals are the same now as they were ten vyears ago - an
end to rainforest logging, now!; protection of the remaining
wilderness areas; protection of representative samples of all
native flora and fauna in secure Reserves; and a timber
industry based on sustained yield", said NEFA spokesman, Mr
John Corkill. "Cabinet has failed to meet any of these goals"

Mr Corkill said it was Mr Greiner who had attempted to "move
the goalposts" with his 'New Environmentalism' statement
released earlier this year.

"Mr Greiner has reneged on his 'social contract' with future
generations o©of NSW citizens, made when the Wilderness Act
passed into law with the support of both Coalition parties in
1987", he said. "Not once has he honoured this contract".

Mr Greiner had claimed in a media conference following the
Cabinet decision that the government was bound tc honour a
'social contract' entered into by the then Wran government to
permit logging in the Washpool and Billilimbra State Forests.

"Why is Cabinet bound by a decision made by a Cabinet, three
governments previous, of a different political persuasion?"

"We believe Cabinet has ignored 8 years of new, relevant and
compelling information about the natural values of the area:
* the World Heritage values of the adjacent National Park and
rainforest which extends into the North Washpool, (1986);

* the significance of 70 species of rare, restricted or
otherwise notable plants, (1983);

* the important Aboriginal cultural values (1990);

* the critical habitat provided by North Washpool for
endangered mammal species, e.g. Eastern Native Cat, (1990);

* the areas importance as pristine Wilderness (1990)" he said

"None'of_these facts were known 8 years ago, despite Mr
Greiner's misleading claim that all the areas' values were
known in 1982," said Mr Corkill.

Mr Corkill said NEFA rejected the notion that the timber
industry's long term security was now guaranteed by access to
North Washpool's rainforests and old growth forests.

"When these are cut out, where will they cut then?" ...ENDS.

For more info: Ph John Corkill (02) 2447 206w, (02) 660 3496h
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Daer Mvoniocs, .
Washpool Wilderness

Tha Vdilravara “oolety wishes to record its extreme )
dlaagzeirtn oL rg ciswmay with the fajilure of NS%W Cabinet to
protocl hrshiosl ol sdiderness vyesterday,

Ag tho enly v iliorel community organisation in Augtralia solely
CONZerats LN Trz protaction of wild and natural places, we
YEGeTL Lho duicizlon ag a disagter for the environment at a
alatn, watdons. opd international level. L »

We dre (mgnly concorned that your government's treatment of all
Naetiona? Uevin o 31idlife Sarvice wilderness assessments to date
(Cenloi v, Truna and Washpool) hasg undermined all confidence
e gih st inat g coamitment to the Wilderness Act, which you
FUpfuetoq o 1997, :

da rro TUovereel et your explanation of the decision was
TINCLLe T tevme oy a Cgoedial contract', when its effect is to
Guaione e weilyra of the region'e timber industries to fulfil
e e ot iiat xegched im 1982. The Wran Government decigion
PECVLIGCL Cor en clght-year industry transition program, to
eng:s et induetry reaponded to public concern by moving out of
thaae forcuts.  Thog reriod will expire next month, without any
actilun on the incustry's pa»t.

Thic dziision vipndicates our level of caution whe ., on Sunday
24th Mav 1€20, yvon attempted to placate bublic concern by
appear iy to place a moratorium over some native forests in
northeru Vey. '

The sffact of vesterday's decision is to but the c¢lock back on
enviroumental preiestion across Australia. Australia's ability
to aocel: protection of native forests internationally, auch as
those of Malaysia and the Amazon, 1s now further compromised by
yaur government’s andorgement of the logging of rainforest
wilderress within our own bordars,

The WillGerness Society seeks ° meet with You urgently in the
hope that these concerns can pe addressed.

Youra sincerely,

B 4

Richard Ledgar _ ¢c'  Mr Garry West MLA
Director | . Mr Tim Moore MLA
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Rationnl Parke body rejects loyging of Washpool State Porests

The National Parks Asscctation of NSW stands firmly behind the NSW Minister
for the Envirenment, Mr Tim Moore, 'on his propesal to protect the
cutstanding Coachwood rainforests of North Washpool, to the west of Graftdn.
The Grelner Govermment's rejection of {ts own Environment Minister's
proposal to add tha North Washpool and Bi1111limbra State Forests to the
World Heritage Washpool National Park, in favour of logging has appalled the
Association,

Mr Peter Morgan, from NPA's Grafton-based Clarence Valley Branch, and NPA
immediatc past President, has condemned the State Government's decision,

"Iz 18 quite clear f£yom this rejection that no real consideration has been
given to the asscssment and recommendations for the North Waehpool
Wildernass fron the National Parke and Wildlife Service, the only government
authority 1in the state skilled in the protection of nature conservation
values®, Mr Morgan saild today.

*Tha crcdibility of the GOreiner Government as environmental managers hag
been comoletely shattered with the decision to log the North Washpool
Wilderness.®

"This 18 the first time the Minieter for the Environment, Tim Moore has
taken a strong stand on a significant issue outside Sydney and he has been
deserted by his Liberal Party colleagues,®

"The Premier's moratorium on the sell-off of Crown lands last month was a
welcome decision, but i1t appears that some factions in the coalition
Government are determined to destroy every national park proposal in a
desperate and futile effort to prop up our declining forestry industry, With
this latest decision, the Nationuals have restored their ascendancy over the
Liberal Party in the management of the State's diminishing natural areas and
the future of the natural environment looks as bleak as ever?, he said,

*It 1s time for Mr Greiner put an end to hie Government's environmental
thuggery and reform it into a government with vision by making the proper
decisions to conserve our natural resources for future generatlions.®

e e . L P Sl e T M S T S R e i T St O T L A L AL S i B i oy e i T o S D o W B R e o e ey G W W o W M ot e W i

Contact: John Clarke, Acting Director (02) 264 7994 (w), (02) 744 1016 (h)
Feter Morgan (066) 42 4579

National Parks Association of NSW Inc.
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The Bxecusive Dircotor of the Natlonal Association of Foress Tndusiries, Br Robert Bair. toda
gngg;gggf 7the industey’s support for the inaugural Natfonal Timber Solidarity D'ay eg .

-

*Government's exound Australi are faced, Hght now, with six declsions which affeet our furures,
We want t0 malo sure they get them right, for the sake of both our forests and cur country," he
said. The deelcions pending in the next fow waeks are: _ '

* the future of the South Bast forests of NSW:

¢ Fraser Island in Queensland; |

* national esmie logging In Bagt Gippsland;

? logglng in northem NSW; .

® Tasmania’s dmber industry strategy;

* tropical timbeg imporia;

Dr Bain snid tho industey hod already been squeezed down to less thaa 30 eent of
Australin’o pub!!sly—@wned” native forests, We canst afford to lose any more, “Our &rmts are being

sustalnably managed to both produce timber and to maintaln the edological values of the
forest," ho said, : '

"But Littlo by little,ihe acea we harvest has been drastically reduced, The community deserves a
proper baluneh of preservod and disturbed forests. ‘Ihls mean that, at some stage, we must
decide thag cnouph o enough. We bellovs that stage has now been reached, but we are still

being pressured 10 lock up foresis on all fronts, " . \ :

Natlonal Timber Selidarity Day wouiﬁ demonstrate that the forest industry was united on this
issue In cltles and town nreund Australla, ‘ : g

"For two hours » from 9am to 1lam - the entire industey will unite in sugpén of those who are
undes theaat right now, and those who maybe under threat In the future,” he sald, -

This would inelude close-downs, blockades of highﬁays, rallles and stands ln dmber towns,
banner displays, forest tours,and publie information programs, :

“This will be the first time In the industry's history that such & sanse of solidarity has been
demonstrated, o . : : '

"Qur message is that our forests ure well managed and neither the community nor the economy
oan afford to allow a campaign of misinformation to squeeze our in‘dustry any further,"

Por further informatlon: Peter Perkins (05) 373 2483, AH (06)251 5840 or Teresa Mannix (06)

273 2483, AH (06) 297 7935,
e . SR e S T TR0 Bor 89
Industry House ‘ ' Queen Victorls Terrace -
- Nationa) Clreuit a _ Canberra, ACT 2600

" Barton, ACT
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Wildornoos crono, 8 vainforast of World Neritage

gignificanse, in tho State's north-east. |

- Bpokoanorooa A, J. Bzown paidi "Today's decigion not to.
- D¥otest tho Uanhpool wilderness flies in the face of all
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' Onvironmmant," ; s ‘ .
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Yecommondation of Znvironment Ministey Tim Moore, and o
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S montality 62 ¢ho National Party continues to drive the
Groiner Govornment'g dgenda, ".Mr Brown said. -

'
N 1

Tho Wildoraooo’Booimty{‘#hidh}ia Australias's only national
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wild ang notural places, promised to continue the Washpool.
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Facsimile: (02) 264 7160

Rational Parks body rejectas logging of Wasbhpool State Forests

The National Parks Association of NSW stands firmly behind the NSW Minister
for the Environment, Mr Tim HMoore, on his propoeal to protect the
outstanding Coachwood rainforests of North Washpool, to the west of Grafto?.
Trhe Crelner Government'e rejection of its own Environment Minlster’s
proposal to add the wNorth Washpool and Billtlimbra State Forests to ::e
World Heritage Washpool National Park, In favour of logging has appalled -
Association,

Mr Peter Morgan, from NPA's Grafton-based Clarence Valley Branch, and NPA
immediate past President, has condemned the State Government's decision,

*It 18 quite clear from thils rejection that no real consideration has been
given to the assessment and reconmendations for the North Washpool
ﬁildetness from the Katilonal Parks and Wildlife Service, the only government
authority 4in the state skilled in the protection of nature conservation
values®, Mr Morgan said teday.

'‘The credibility of the Greiner Government as environmental managers has
been completely shattered with the decision to 1log the North Washpool
Wildernesg.*

*This 18 the first time the Minigter for the Environment, Tim Moore has
taken a atrong stand on a significant 1ssue outside Sydney and he has been
deserted by his Liberal Party colleagues,®

*The Premier's moratorium on the sell-off of Crown lands last month was a
welcome decision, but 1t appears that some factions In the coalition
Government are determined to destroy every national park preposal in a
desperate and futile effort to prop up our declining forestry industry, With
this latest decision, the Nationals have restored their ascendancy over the
Liberal Party in the management of the State's diminishing natural areas and
the future of the natural environment looks aa bleak as ever®, he zaid.

*It is time for Mr Grejner put an end to his Government's environmental
thuggery and reform 4t into a government with vision by making the proper
decisioné to conserve our natural resources for future generations,®

Contact: John Clarke, Acting Director (02) 264 7994 {(w), (02) 744 1916 (h}
Peter Morgan (066) 42 4579

National Parks Association of NSW Ing.

Mr Nick Grelner -
Premler of New 8outh Wales
Parliament House -

SYDNEY NSW 2000
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THE SOUTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE

C/- Total Environment Centre
.. 18 Argyle Street
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Secretary, '
MG F.:r‘liqmentarg Puu ¢ Accounts Committeg,

Farliament House, Sydney
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The Scuth East Forest Alllance i3 rqn 3d hoo a
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ts of south eastern

Australia. Qur members include major national organisations, the peak
conservation groups of New South wales, and aiso organisations based in
the ACT as well as m the South East of Mew South wales

The South East Forest Alhance maintains:
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The South East Forest Alliance also draws the attention of the Committee
to the recent presentation to the Resgurces Assessment Cormmission
nguiry into.Australia’s Forest and Timber Resources by Mr. Jim
Somerville., He identified in some detail the very high profitability of the
Harris-Daishowa woodchip export oparation (see copy attached).

The continuation of such profitability accrying to private off hore
interests suggests that the Forestry Commission nas failed to exercise

its re;:nmﬂtmtg to ensure an adequate finsncial benefit to Mew South
wales when conducting the regular DI"ICE reviews af pumwwﬁ ywwhich are
part of the accepted contractual process

Further, in evidence presented to the Resources Assessment © ormrmission
hearings, the Forestry Commis zinn revealed in arswer 1o persisient
questicning that the Commission has not yet schieved a sustainable yield

situation from the indigenous forests of New South wWales, substantiating

claims by the Alliance that our old growth forests are being tined’.
The South East Foregt Alliance maintained this raiiure ta ;aiequmd CIUI
‘capital’ is contrary to the public mTere 1.

The alliance has also Tound the NS Forestry Commission to have litle
cormmitment to genuine public invoivernent, The Cormrmission appears
hayve seen the Alliance and locai people who have questioned aspects of
Cormrmission operations as the 'enermy’. This frame of rmind has
contributed to the confrontation in the south east, rather than the
develapment af innovative options to resolve the issue. The wery
«penﬂw Operation Redgum police response to the peaceful protests of
many hundreds of concerned people was one outcome of this approach.

Pl s

Arne Feaves
Consultant
21 August 1990
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HARRIS-DAISHOWA- (AUSTRALIA) PTY LIMITED

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT i
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1989

Note

~ OPERATING PROFIT BEFORE

INCOME TAX | 2

INCOME TaX EXPENSE ATTRIBUTABLE
TO OPERATING PROFIT ' _ 3

OPERATING PROFIT AFTER INCOME TAX -

RETAINED PROFITS AT THE BEGINNING

=

OF THE- FINANCIAL YEAR

FUTURE INCOME TAX BENEFIT AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1(c)
TOTAL AVAILABLE FOR APPROPRIATION

DIVIDENDS PROVIDED. FOR OR PAID

AMOUNTS TRANSFERRED TO RESERVES 14

RETAINED PROFITS AT THE END OF
THE FINANCIAL YEAR

Y é/,«/&z(cff"/ #m

2/%/-—9/&4'[(/ W F{ﬂ!

o, /,@é, /MW’ 7 ()

%@7 /a;éx,at/‘eéa /

. 17,390,379

8,041,775

9,348,604

~ 2,969,680

12,318,284

1,972,057

14,290,341

& 7,000,000

7,290,341

1,000,000

£ 7,000,000 4

Yy
5.
1928 ]ﬁl
Mfg-

15,715, 546-i59
7,661,883 g

8,053,663 7-7

g

2,916,017 5.9 |

10,969,680 /o

3,969,680 39

1,000,000 —

74 7”'3
o 7F
73] redy
7@<4£' 4Z1.
20/ .N-v'.L
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HARRIS-DAISHOWA (AUSTRALIA) PTY LIMITED

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1989

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash ‘
Receivables
Inventoriesg

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Property, plant and equipment
Investment
Other
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and borrowings

Provisions

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and borrowings
Other - ‘

TOTAL NON-~CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL LIABILITIES -

NET ASSETS

SHAREHOLDERSf EQUITY
Share Capital
Reserves :
Retained Profits

TOTAL SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY

Capital ang leasing commitments
Contingent liabilitiesg

Note

S~y 0

11
12

11 .

13
14

15
16

1989
S

19,985,021
6,836,615
6,454,443

3,109,621

7,500,000

3,100,000 -

6,290,341

The accompanying notes form part of these accounts.

1538#%7
e

16,882,918
2,587,936

6,419,644

129,085

—— e we -

3,406,234
165,933,832

|

7,500,000 7.5
2,100,000 ./
2,969,6802-¢
12,569,680 /o5

]
I

122,000 |

1,500,000 !

—
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HARRIS-DAISHOWA (AUSTRALIA) PTY LIMITED

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1989 (cont/d4d)

NOTE 1
a) Employee Benefits
Provision has been made in these ~accounts ‘in
respect of the Company's
leave and long service
Long service leave is accrue
employees with more than five years' service. =
NOTE 2 OPERATING PROFIT BEFORE TAX 1989
. | _ 3
' The operating profit before
income tax is arrived at
after:
CREDITING AS REVENUE
‘Interest - other 3,533,842
Profit on sale non-current
assets ' 43,851
CHARGING AS EXPENSE :
Interest - other : 147,972
Loss on sale of non-current assets 11,818
Depreciation ‘
- buildings 81,098
- plant and equipment 881,318
Transfers to provisions T
- employee benefits . 85,752
- major maintenance 450,000
- road maintenance 3,900,000
- workers compensation 9,272
-. bad debts 395,000
Auditors' remuneration
- auditing 42,000
29,300

- other services

OPERATING REVENUE |

Sales Revenue

Other operating revenue

- ‘interest redeived

- proceeds of disposal of
fixed assets

L Reew Towwes  (#7

Sgaeinil PRIZE Pfﬂ..'ﬂ:ws fFor oo 08 H(PS

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES (cont/d)

liability for annual
leave at balance date.
d in respect of all

82,515,170 -

3,533,842

229,991

2,394,631 3-2

1988 477
9 fﬂd;

2,394,631 3-7

136,235 .24

131,045 .J;

78,432 s
859,317 -5
92,910 -4
(11,000)(~3)
2,400,000 .5
(125,953) -o¢

(15;000)
36,000 -03
11,886 .o

a

74,462,039 6>

.f)

'y

|
293,508 4|

—————————— —-—T——




23-33 BRIDGE STREET
NEW SQUTH WALES SYDNEY 2000

MINIGTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. J. Angel,

Assistant Director, | 5 [’ ~

Total Environment Centre, 3 EED 4 .
18 Argyle Street, EP '985
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000 00. '

Dear Mr. Angel,

[ refer to your letter of 28th November, 1984 'enquiring about rainforest
timbor supplies to Big River Timbers.

Answers to your specific questions are provided in the numbered
order presentcd by you as follows:- . -

1. 2 407 cubic metres net log volume, obtained
fram Billilimba State Forest during 1982/83,

2, 2 400 cubic metres and 448 metres net log
volume from Billilimba and Ewingar State Forests
respectively for 1983/84..

3. Approximately 1 000 cublc metres net log volume.
4, 6 260 cubic metres net log volume per annum.

5. The Company has already commenced to cut hardwood
species and utilise them In its plywood manufacturing
at Grafton. It is understood that Big Rlver Timbers
expect the transition period to extend over a number
of years, however, the Forestry Commission has not
agreed to any specific timetable for completion, to date.

Yours slncefe ' ' ﬁ
jJ/fZ

EACROSIQ,

Minister for Natural Resources.
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28th November, 1984,

The Hon. J. Crosio

Mintster for Natural Resources
Pariiament House

SYDREY 2000,

Dear ﬁiniste?,,,
Big River Timbers

§ aq wetiing % onguire about the rainforest timber supplies available
Lo g Wiver viiherd and would be,grateful for {nformation .on the .
follewing: - L

1. Tuchr scurce of timber in the 1982/83 quota year and quantity.
3. fnzée source of éﬁmber‘in the 1983/84 quota year and quantity.

S, r¢ o suesifes, at,pﬁésent outside areas 7b, 6b, 78 {North Hashpool)
' £ag avetichie to Big River Timbers. . .

: B S T R B "
e Lho Biuoy Ténbor's gueta and copy. of . their 1icence,
. . O R
o Loouseis by 81? River Timbers to switch to non-rainforest timbers
S ery odrseablo agreed . 2o by the Forestry_toﬁmission.

AP

Y3urs fafthéufffa '

E ke b i s
B L. .. TIPSR Lo ‘F-"-A'-"Ll iy
¢ overen T TETH o . L AU B Pt TS
: Y S SR O YR oo et
Jof? fagal . L. o :
Azciatont DARCEROY . . oo ittt

Total Favirvoneent Contre.




ML ISTEIR FOR LOCAL QOVERKNMENT

AlZ LANDES
i .

Circu’t Anilin
Br. Poes JURLOT, 5 °“ﬁtjj§ﬁ
Execuldve DixoLEnY, X _,_.__.._-.--.‘I
N.S.W, Foxcis rzoauets Association Ltd., A0 L
pP.0O. Box Q¥48, _ - - i
Qucen Victorin guilding, ' R t")gf.r__._mf {
SYDNDY. (1.§.¥. 2001 Er Mﬁ ;

Fiie P o

peaxr kKyx. Jcrdan, v v

{ wcfer again to your lettex of 2nd Decembexr, 1982, concerning
tie wootiar of mombars of your Association with the Minister for Planning
ané Lovirocwrcit ond mygelf on 28th October, 1982, regardingKCabinet's
dociciun an xainfezeats. ’

nith zoopect ©o alternative timber sources to those within
puopwsed latjonnd Parks, I can confirm that Cabinet has agreed that all
PIRULLD Ty wbTLON, including the posaible use of a state envirenmental
PR pelicy ox, if necessary, apecial legislation, be taken to ansuxe
cani ot Alveznatlvas are made available for logging. The logging of
+ spt in all State Forests and other Crown=-timber lands will
CLnt st en € b under the control of the Forestry Commission.

b S I
CUL L 2%

1 ¢yreo ¢hat assuxances are necessary te permit industry to
D hoenky suatinus with those {nvestments nacessary to maintain its
; . uyy bnd you may care to alse approach my colleague,-the Minlster
f o . ianing cnd Envizonmont, with whose portfoliec certaln of thase
Lo GooED UVEZlap. :

Wich reapect to alteynative rainforest volumes, specifically
4y ohoe Vachpded and Hastings axsas, 1t was agread that theae are to bo
L owlod as ovailable to industry on a volume rather than time control
wasiy, previded that an increase in the pericd ovaer which the volumes
are ucilised does not result in job losses.

1 will be happy to receive submissions from the industry on
Loth tha Hastings and Bargington Topé areas and have been pleasgd to
cacaive ceverasl such submissions to data.

With respact to future resource investigations, the Forestry
Camitosicn will continue to seak industry views and provide raasonable
opzortunicieon Zor input. Again, you may care €o approach my colleague,
cae ainlatey for Planning and Envizonment, on this mattey.

Yours faithfully,

—Zor local Govornmeni
and lands. :
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28th November, 1984,

Tha Hon. J. Crosio
Minister for Natural Rescurces
Parijament House
SYONEY. 2000,

e

Big River Timbers

I m writing to enquire sbout the rainforest timber supplies available
to Big River Timbers and would be gratafu) for. 4 nformation .on the .- .
‘fo.l]ow‘ng;:il-- [ R A I TR !

1. Thedr source of timber in the 1982/83 quota year and .quantity.
‘2. Thefr source of $imber in the 1983/84 quota year and quantity.

3. T1mﬁér"sﬁpﬁ1iés}'..aé.presénf cutstde aress 7b; 6b, 7a (North washpoo)

"% andjavailable to Big Rivar Timbers.

4. Bty River Tinber's quota and copy.of thefr Ticence.
'? Ri';ef‘:"l:i\éli);.fs to switch to non-rainforest timbers

5. Propos;"l:.s'."ﬂy-;'ﬁil' _
e agreed. to by the Forestry Comission.

end -any -timetab

Yours fifthi"hﬁ.f.' o

Jaft Angel 1
Assigtant Director. . .
Total Environment Centre.’

\

SEF G2

TS0 14iET TOTA C 0= 277118
1 TOTAL B CENTRE O2 277118 F.374

o
Jgngs
4&1'@1 !

L‘pa_\"”l\.l'_-'"-’.t,h\\
voata Ty i Ay A

23-33 BRIDGE STREE]

NEW SOUTH WALES SYDNEY 2000

MiNISTER FOR NATURAL RESQURCES

Mr, J. Angel,

Assistant Director,

Total Environment Centre,

18 Argyle Street, ’
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000 00.

5 FER 1985

" Dear Mr. Angel,

I refer to your letter of 28th November, 1935 enquiring about rainforest

timber supplies to Big River Timbers.:

Answers to your speclfic questions are provided In the numbered
order presented by you as follows:- :

1. 2 407 cubic metres net log volume, obtained
from Billllimba State Forest during 1982/83.

2, . 2 400 cubic metres and 448 metres net log
volume from Billilimba and Ewingar State Forests’
respectively for 1983/84..

3. Approximately 1 000 cubic metres net log volume.
4. 6 260 cubic metres net log volume per annum.

5. The Company has already commenced to cut hardwood
species and utillse them in its plywood manufacturing
at Grafton. It is understood that Big Rlver Timbers
expect the transition period to extend over & number
of years, however, the Forestry Commission has not
agreed 1o any speciflc timetable for completion, to date.

Yours sincerg,

e

ICE\CROSIO,
for Natural Resources.



e I R . S R L L

28th November, 1984,

Tha Hon, J. Crosio
Minister, for Natural Resources
Parljament House
SYDNEY 2000.
Sear fitntatar. .
' Big River Timbars

Iam ‘h;-itti’rié' to enquire mbout the rainforest timber supplies available -
to Big River Timbers and would be.grateful for fnformation on . the . .
following::. - o :

1. Their sourca of timber in the 1982/83 quota year and guantity.
2. Yhale source of timber in the 1983/84 quots year and quantity.

3, . Tim!;ér'sﬁpbﬁle"s}.‘a.ilzﬁr:ersen't outside areas -fb‘.:f, 6b, 7a {North Weshpoot)
"' s angjavailable to Big Rivar Timbers. . e

¢ Blg River Hmbar's quota and copy.of. their Ticence,

'?‘Ri‘ir:ei-"ﬁ\ﬁt':éi-s to switch to non-rainforest timbers

5. . Proposﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ‘i .
e agraed,io by the Forestry Commission.

and-any timatab

tours taiendutty,
R

Jﬁff Anqc'l A ' LAt
Assiatant Director. = ..
Total Environment Centrs,

SEF @3 'S0 14:57 TOTAL Erfy CENTFE Q2 ZTT118 P.3ra

23-23 BRIDGE STREET
NEW SCOUTH WALES S5YDNEY 2000

MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. J. Angel,

Asslistant Director, . i 5 ¢ :

Total Environment Centre, . R4 .
18 Argyle Street, ' E"' '98‘5
SYDNEY., N.S.W. 2006 00. N

Dear Mr. Angel,

1 refer to your letter of 28th November, 1984 enquiring about rainforest
timber supplies to Big. River Timbers. ' . ’

Answers to your specific questions are provided in the numbered
arder presented by you as follows:-

1. 2 407 cubic metres net log volume, obtained
from Billiltmba State Forest duting 1982/83.

2. 2 400 cubic metres and 448 metres net log
volume from Billillmba and Ewingar State Forests’
respectively for 1983/84..

3. Approximately I 000 cublc metres net log volume.
4. 6 260 cubic metres net log volume per annum.

5. The Company has already commenced to cut hardwood
species and utillse them In its plywood ‘manufactuting
at Grafton. It is understood that Blg Rlver Timbers
expact the transition period to extend over & number
of years, however, the Forestry Commisslon has not
agreed to any specific timetable for completlon, to date.

Yours slnccfe ﬂ

17 100

ICEACROSIO,
for Natural Resources.
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‘Mr. A.X. Jordan, : . _ ST "_w.....ﬂ.g'gﬁ
gxecutive Director, '“1
: }
1
!
]

L—

N.S.W. Forest Products hsspciation" Led., ADM

.P.o. ‘Box qus, ) ) Pq ') . ) .
‘Queen Victoria puilding, ~ - AL . -
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 200 o BV ‘ l _

.
Fiie P

: I refer again ;o‘Qoﬁr letter of 2nd December, 1982,.concerning
the meating of members of your Associstion with the Minister for Planning
" and Environment and‘myself'bgfzath October, 1982, regarding.Cabinet's

decision on rainforests.

pear Mr. Jordan,

with xespect to alternative timber sources to those within
proposed.National parks, 1 can confixm that Cabinet has agreed that all
neceassary action, including the poshible use of a state environmantal
planning policy or, {f necessary, special legislagion.be taken to ensure
that such alternatives are made available for logging. ~The logging of
these areas and in all State Forests and other Crown-timbar }anda will
continua to be under the control of the Forestry Commigsion.

I agree that assuxances are necessary to permit industry to
confidantly continue with those investments necessary to maintain its
viability, and you may caré to also approach my colleagque, the Minister
for Planning and Envizronment, with whose portfolic certain of these
matters overlap. ' ' ' . :

With respact to alterngtive‘xainfqrast volumes, specifiqéliy
in the Washpéol and Hastings areas, it was agreed that these are to: be
regarded as available to industry on a volume rather than time control

wasis, prévided that an increass in the paricd over which the volumes
are utilised does not result in job losses. gy

I will be happy to receive aubmissioha,from the industry on
poth the Hastings and Bargington Tops areas and have been pleased to
recaive several such submissions to date. ‘ o

With respect to future resource investigations, the Forestry
Commission will continue to seek industryviaws and provide raasonable
opportunities for input. Again, you may care to approach my colleague,
" ¢he Minister for Planning and Environment, on this matter. ' -

.
Tt Py
[ . ~ ¥

ceo T S i s 0 Yours faithfully,
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T refer again to'your letter of 2nd December, 1992}.concerning

the meeting of members of your Association with the Minister for Planning
"and Environment and myself on 28th October, 1982, ragarding .Cabinet's

decision on rainforaests.

i
.

‘Dear Mr. Jordan,

 with respect to alternative timber sources to thoge within
proposed National Parks, 1 can confirm that Cabinet has agreed that all
necessary action, including the possible use of a state environmental
planning policy or, if necessary, special legislation, be taken to ensure
that such alternatives are made available for logging., The logging of
_these axeas and in all State Forests and cther Crown-timbar lande will
continue to be under the control of the Forestry Commission.

I agree that agsurances are necessary to pexmit industry to
confidently continue with those investments necessary to maintain its
viability, and you may care to algo approach my colleague, the Ministexr
for Planning and Envirenment, with whoge portfolio certain of these
' matters overlap. : | .

With respect to alternative rainforest volumes, specifically
in the Washpool and Hastings areas, it wag agraed thot these are to be
regarded as available %o indugtry on a volume rather than time contrel
vasis, previded that an increase in the pericd over which the volumes
axe utilised does not result in job losses.-

I will be happy to’receivqtgubmissiohs,£}om the industry on
both the Hastings and Bargington Tops areas ané have been pleased to
raceive several such submissions to date. .

with respect to future resource investigations, the Forastry
commigsion will continue to seak inguatryviewadnd provide reasonable
opportunities for imput. Agaln, you may care to appxoach my colleague,
! ¢he Minister for Planning and Environment, on this matteX.

oy Local Governmant
and lands. ‘



The Honourable Richard Jones, M.L.C.
Legislative Council,
Parliament House,
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000.
Telephone: (02) 230 2858

PRESS RELEASE

4 September 1990

WASHOUT ON WASHPOOL

"Today’'s Cabinet cave-in to logging interests led by Garry West, shows the
Government's total insensitivity to environment issues whenever these
conflict with dollars," said Democrat Richard Jones, MLC.

"The fact that the scientific report on Washpool State Forest from the
National Parks and Wildlife Service, which offered four different options
on preservation of this unique area, was overruled by National Party
pressure, repudiates the Greiner Government's attempts to project a green
image for the next election,

"The Labor Opposition is no improvement. Already Bob Carr has promised to
allow the logging to go ahead in the Washpool area, only to be contradicted
by Shadow Environment Minister, Pam Allan, in the wake of public pressure.
The track record of both Liberal and Labor parties is the same: Much
environmental rhetoric, followed by cave-ins to vested interests at the
slightest pressure. What the people of New South Wales need is a party
with some backbone.

"Environment is not an issue that will go away. It is the most important
issue ever faced by the human race. There is no room in modern politics
for parties which are prepared to sell out the environment to vested
interests, and the very survival of our children and ourselves depends on
taking these issues seriously. From the performance of the obsolete
traditional political parties at Federal, State and Local Tlevels, it is
clear that they will never protect the environment so long as someone can
make money from destroying it.

"The Australian Democrats have always stood up for protection of wilderness
areas, ' based on rational scientific studies. The Australian Democrats
reject the voodoo economics which destroys our future for the sake of
today's profits. Only when these issues are recognised and addressed in
realistic terms will there be any hope for the future survival of our
society and civilisation," concluded Mr Jones.

* ok % Kk %

Protect our Environment -- Use Recycled Paper.
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Pam Allan, M.P.
Member for Wentworthville

Shadow Minister for Environment
and Women'’s Affairs

September 4, 1990.

GOVERNMENT BACKDOW& ON NORTH WASHPOOL

"The government's decision to log North Washpool is another
backdown on the environment," Shadow Minister for
Environment, Pam Allan, said today.

"vhe Nationals clearly set the government's policy on
conservation."

"Mr. Moore hasn't delivered on penalties against industrial
polluters and hasn't delivered on forests.

"No wonder he's known today as 0ld Huff and Puff: the Minister
for Hot Air.

"Mr. Greiner has not even indicated the Forestry Commission
will have to do an environmental assessment before logging.

"The government should release the National Parks and Wildlife
Service's wilderness assessment of North Washpool so the
public can see the basis for their decision.

"rabor will consider its position on the 1982 boundaries in
the light of scientific data about the conservation values of
North Washpool.

"In the meantime there must be no logging in North Washpool.

"a scientific assessment in 1983 found that the whole Washpool
area including North Washpool contained 'the largest warm
temperate rainforest dominated by Coachwood in Australia'.

"As the party which introduced Australia's first Wilderness
Act, we are committed to conservation of remaining wilderness.

"We also recognise the need to conserve significant Aboriginal
sites.

"In the light of such data the Opposition will consult with

conservationists and the industry to determine if revision of
boundaries is justified."

PAM ALLAN, M.P. PH.: 230 2445

SHADOW MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT (H) 636 2806



1': The Colong;qundation-raquests clerification of your

AR

THE COLONG FOUNDATION, FOR WILDERNESS LID,
Wednesday August 29, 1980 @ ' - . "

.The Hon Bob Carr o
Leader of the NSW Opposition .

Parlisment Heuse . - .
~FAX RO 230. 2604

Dear Mr Cdrt,f 

Btatement reported in the Grafton Examines, that the
Shadow. Cabinet will not be alter North Codst state Fforest
boundarieg. R T AT R ' . c

Under this policy, the foreast wilderness arsas of Manm, '
. Barrington, New England, Washpool and Quy Fawkes would be
geverely damaged by logging. If such'a polioy were .
implemented on your élection in 1882, your .State Labor
Government would come under .very strong criticism fronm
congervation organisations. et o .

Pfesbryétian'of Hilaefne#a'ahouid'hq'a‘prio:iiy'for‘n.
, political party which'hnsubuilt.up community support for
'it 2 "conservetion initiatives. . L o

An overhaul of,thé-Fn;astfy]Coﬁmiasiongisfsorely needed '

to enable adeguate public reéview and esaegsnent of all
forest.resources and fbrestryéqperations.‘All;wilderngsa,
"wild and soenic riverég‘racreﬁtiqm resources, catchment
 headwatsers and biodiversity remources should be
protected, especially thoss.in state forest boundaries

v

'and ethar Guvegnmenﬁ'regulatad~1§ndsﬁ

Your reported. announcement of a freeze ‘on state foreat
boundaries will; if correct, inmediately lose the State
Labor Opposition.it'a{suppdrt,ambngst the environment
- movenent, including that from Celong Foundatien. (It
:would be with. great reluctencs that .1 will compile an .
“artiole on this matter for the next Colong Bulletin which,
is ;o'be-publiuhed1by the second week of September) ' .

The Colong Foundation calls to .your attention twe key
slements of the rminforest decigion of 1882 ag.it affscts
the Washpeol area, The Washpool decision was for a
limited transition period and it wae to permit technology
rohange, ~ ¢« " 7. Vi | o '
The Foundatiop understands that the Labop Government ‘s

X oon T . .
" 18 ARGYLE STREET SYDNEY - NEW SOUTH WALES + AUSTRALIA 2000+ TELEPHONE 27 4714
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<< DFAFT ONLY >> ' N S
, 31 October, 199 i}‘
The Hon. Nick Greiner MP, \\
Premier and Treasurer,
Parliament House,
Macgquarie Street,
Sydney. 2000.

Dear Mr Greiner,

Re: Conduct of the Forestry Commission of NSW (FCNSW)

I am an Applicant before the Land and Environment Court in
proceedings to restrain the FCNSW from further roading
logging and associated activities in the North Washpool
forests being Washpool SF N¢ 335 and Billilimbra SF No.815.

In the course of proceedings in the court a number of
alarming disclosures have been made which reflect very
seriously on the conduct of the FCNSW.

Not least of these is a firding from His Honour Mr Justice
~ Hemming that there has beer. a history of unlawful rainforest
logging in the North Washpool forests. He says:

"However, it 'is.obvicus that since 1982 the Commission
has approved logging of rainforest areas in North
Washpool in breach of the E.P.& A. Act. It was
ultimately conceded by Counsel for the Commission that
all rainforest areas were expressly excluded from areas
to be logged in the 1980 environmental . impact
statement." ‘

"Notwithstanding such express exclusion, the Commission
authorised rainforest 1logging within North Washpool. I
am satisfied that, until the institution of .these
proceedings, it was the intention of the Commision to
authorise such logging in rainforest areas to resuhe."

Information was exposed in the court hearing which causes me
to believe that the FCNSW misled the Cabinet, when you and
your colleagues considerec the North Washpool wilderness
nomination at Cabinet's meeting of 4.9.1990.

.2/,
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Crucial and relevant documents were withheld from Cabinet by
FCNSW which, I contend, had Cabinet d considered them would
have had an important bearing on the outcome of Cabinet's
consideration and its ultimste decision.

Cabinet was not told that 33,000 m3 of " alternative quota
quality sawlog timber resource was available and uncommitted.

This information was contaired in two reports:

* 10.1.1989 from Peter Paunovic, District Forester, Casino to
John Bruce Regional Forester, Coffs Harbour - titled 'Casino
West Management Area, Richmond Range Working Circle, 1986
Assessment’ which indicatec 12,253 m3 of uncommitted sawlogs
were available. '

* 29.5.1990 from John Bruce, Regional Forester, Coffs Harbour
to the FCNSW Secretary - titled 'Casino Management Area, 1988
Assessment, Determination of Yields' which indicated 21,000
m3 of uncommitted sawlogs were available.

Cabinet was not told that the only company logging
rainforest, Big River Timbers P/L, would be prepared to trade
in its rainforest quota for plantation pine timber.

This information was contained in a memo, dated the day
before Cabinet met, 3.9.1990, from John Bruce, Regional
Forester, Coffs Harbour to the FCNSW Secretary - titled
'Rainforest Logging - Big River Timbers P/L'.

These are most sericus ommissions on the behalf of the FCNSW.

Mr Greiner, I regquest Cabinet to reconsider the wilderness
dedication of North Washpool in the 1light of this new and
relevant information.

The rainforest timber is not required and there is plenty of
alternative hardwood quota cuality sawlogs available.

Why must the North Washpool wilderness be destroyed?

Why would vyou continue to refuse to operate the Wilderness
Act, 1987, which your coalition helped enact, when there is
no need to log this area?

I believe that the FCNSW had a sinister hidden agenda of
wanting to destroy wilderness areas in NSW as quickly as
possible so that they would be ‘'put beyond doubt', and be
unable to be dedicated in th? future. '

" The FCNSW are opposed to cé%ihg another hectare to National
Parks because they areNstill smarting about the 1982

.3/,



rainforest park dedications.

Yet according to FCNSW Annual Reports, approximately 360,000
ha.s of native forests have been dedicated since the 1982
park .decision, twice the 180,000 -ha area lost by that
landmark Wran government initative.

This is fact which FCNSW rerely qﬁotes since it proves the
lie of shrinking forest resocurces.

Apart from their actions in misleading Cabinet I believe that
senior staff of FCNSW tried to misinform the Land and
Environment Court in an  attempt to improperly influence the
understanding of the Court znd hence affect its judgement.

Senior officers of the Commission appear to have made a
. decision not to refer the relevant and important documents,

identified above, to the lLard and Environment Court for the
hearing of the North Washpool injunction. :

It was my legal team and I who discovered these documents in
FCNSW files gained under subpoena and it was my counsel who
tendered them to the Court, not the Commision.

Certain senior officers of the Commission did not advise a

consultant economist, Ms Diena Gibbs, of the availability of
alternative hardwood sawlogs or of the non-necessity of

rainforest’ logging when they briefed her prior to the
preparation of her sworn evidence. -

The failure to refer these relevant documents to Ms Gibbs
resulted in her giving unreliable evidence to the Court of
dire consequences for the rorth coast timber industry if the
North Washpool area was not to be logged. That evidence could
not have been arrived at if she were in full possession of
the facts. :
I

Under cross-examination by my counsel, Ms Gibbs admitted that
‘she relied on documents provided by FCNSW and on information
supplied to her by north coest timber companies. She was not
aware of documents relevant to her evidence until my counsel
drew them to her attention.

Her opinion of consequences was therefore shaped by the
information provided, or not provided, by FCNSW.

There appears. to have been a deliberate intention by certain
senior FCNSW officers to direct her evidence by withholding
documents which did not support the Commission's preferred
view: that North Washpool must be logged.

A/
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Because of these C1rcumstances, His Honour Mr Justice Hemming
said in his judgement:

"However, the extent to which financial hardship will be
suffered by licensees in the relatively short time to
final hearing was, to say the 1least, unsatisfactory and
unpersuasive.” '

A serious dguestion arises as to whether these senior FCNSW
officers " entered into g conspiracy to withhold these
documents from Cabinet and the Court.

This is a matter which requires proper examination to
determine whether there has been a very serious breach of the
duties and requirements of these senior public servants.

Finally, . evidence in the form of Harvesting Plans for
Compartments 679, 688, 694 and 6395 and the Logging History
Maps for the Washpool ard Billilimbra State Forests was
tendered to the Court which indicated that logging had been

underway in these compartmernts years before a Harvesting Plan

had been.brought into being.

When prepared, several of these Harvesting blans, falsely
described the compartments as being 'unlogged' {(Compartment
679) or there being 'no evicence of recent logging' (694).

I allege that these Plans ard Maps are 'prima facie' evidence
that FCNSW staff have falsely recorded information which they
know to be incorrect, in an attempt to conceal earlier’
unlawful logging. -

Aside from the issue-of unlewful logging, the issue of making
false entries arises. Such &n activity, making false entries,
is an offence under Section 45 of the Forestry Act and
carries a penalty of not exceeding $500.

I formally request that you commence proceedings under the
Forestry Act, against the authors of the said Harvesting
Plans, where false entries were made. .

Further, I would draw to your attention the fact that this

_penalty $500 is a paltry fine, quite incongruous with the

seriousness of . the offence, and is wunlikely to be an
effective deterrent. It is a classic case in p01nt why a
Forestry Act for the 1990's is required.

Mr Greiner, in 1982 the Wran Cabinet :efused to trust FCNSW
and engaged FORTECH ag& forestry consultants to report on
available timber resources. In 1990, it -has been shown that
the FCNSW has attempted to mlslead the Government and the
Land and Environment Court. .5/.
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You will continue to have your trust betrayed if you continue
to place confidence in the FCNSW when the community and the
Land and Environment Court c¢o not.

His Honour said, in concluding his judgement:

"Regrettably, there is conceded to be a history of
‘departure by the Commission from not only its own
approvals in the logging of this area, but apparently a
continuous avoidance of the obligations imposed by the
E.P.& A. Act. In such circumstances it is difficult to
have confidence that, utnless restralned the Comm1551on
will observe its statutory functions.

As I understand it, His Honour is saying what individuals and
groups have been saying for years, viz: 'the FCNSW cannot be
trusted’'.

It is instructive to note the reaction of the FCNSW to the
judgement of Mr Justice Hemming made under the authority of
the Land and Environment Court.

The Forestry Commissioner, Dr Drielsma, has continued to deny
any wrong-doing and does not accept that the -findings and
judgement of His Honour on the matters quoted above are
relevant, given that a full hearing to examine a broad range
of matters is scheduled for early 1991.

This refusal to accept the rule of law cannot be tolerated.

~You should not make a similar error, and ignore the
circumstances currently pertaining. The serious case to be
tried in 1991 is focussed or. the adequacy of the 1980 EIS and
the need for a new EIS if logging is to proceed in North
Washpool forests.

The court will not examine the alleged misconduct of FCNSW
staff in failing to accurately brief Ms Gibbs, the. improper
conduct of senior staff in withholding crucial documents from
Cabinet, or numerous examples of mal-administration such as

false entries, breaches of harvesting prescriptions and the
like.

Sir, I believe that you must now act decisively to regain the
proper management of our public  forests through a total
transformation of the FCNSW, lest our public forests contlnue
to be mis-managed and unlawfully logged. '

This should be done without the pomp and media cirecus which
accompanied the release of the purported 'forest strategy' at
Bellangry SF. You should rot again attempt to portray legal
imperative as virtuous initiative. .5/.
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The steps in regaining the proper administration of NSW
public forests must be: -

* a reconsideration of the North Washpool wilderness
nomination and a renewal of the commitment to operate the
Wilderness Act, 1987 impartially;

* an immediate full public ingquiry into the operations of the
FCNSW generally and, in perticular, its attempts to mislead

the Cabinet and the Land anc. Env1ronment Ccourt; o
* the repeal of the 1916 Forestry Act; and ‘

* the introduction a new Forestry Act for the 1990 s and
beyond, drafted through public consultation procedures!

It is my belief that if  these steps are not taken, the
credibility of your government will be identified with the
credibility of the FCNSW, to your lasting disadvantage.

The community at large is very well iniormea of , and
significantly alarmed .about, the ongoing crisis in forest .
management and will read:iy support realistic and tangible

.changes in the administration and management of NSW forests.

If you 'do a Water Board' on the FCNSW, as I believe is
necessary, the public will applaud you for a sensible and
long overdue initiative. : N

I am most anxious to heve these very alarming matters
appropriately addressed. I therefore seek an interview with
you and your senior staff to be advised as to the action you
propose to take in response to my reguests.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.

Yours sincerely,
For the Land...

J.R. Corkill
Sydney Area Co-ordinator

cc.
The Hon. Garry West,
The Hon. Tim Moore, .

The Chairman, Publlc Accounts Committee,
The Chairman, Backbench Environment POllCY Committee,
The Chairman, Backbench Natural Resources Policy Committee.



L DEAR JOHU,
THE EXPECTED LOVE LETTER FROM KERRY PIDCOCK.

JAVE BEEN ASKED TO RESPOND IN SIMILAR POINT BY POINT FORM
A5 SOON AS POSSIBLE. HAVE ENCLOSED AN EXAMPLE OF HOW

I WILL -WORD 1IT.

SUDDENLY THOUGHT THAT I SHOULD CHECK WHAT POINTS YOU
FEEL SHOULD BE INCLUDED..... HAVE ALSO ENCLOSED A COPY FOR

DIALAN PUGH INCASE YOU THOQUGHT HE MIGHT HELP.

HOPE YOU DON'T MIND ADDING YOUR BIT ....

GREG HOY.
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. On reflectiaon,”'the very introduction of the pr A | e
»Irom the camera, set the very tone OLthe ‘program where your reporter and R
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I await your ea.rly reply.

Ybu.fs faithful‘iy, ) N
BIG RIVER TIMBERS PTY. LIMITED




New South Wales Governinent

Forestry House
95.09 York Street

Foréstry Commission of N.S.W.,

.

) Sydney N.S.W. _
: Box 2667 B.P.0. Sydney
The Managing Diregtor, N.8.W. 2001 ) ><
Blg River Timbers (Veneer) Pty. Ltd., Telegrams: Newloreals Sydney

Trenayr Road, Telex: Forcom 21657

Junction H1l11, . 37756 (MD)
ORAFTON. M.S.W. 2860 Qur reference;

* Yourrelerence:

Telephone; 234 15687
Extension;
L. MorsiDJ

1at July, 1983
Dear Sir,

Reference is made to your letter of 11th May, 1983 ocutlining
certain aspects of your future operations as they have heen affected by
the Covernment's recently announced Policy on Rainforests. Beflore con-
sideration can be given to the detaills of future supply it is necesaary
to establish’ a clear understanding of the Government's decision as it
affects your company and, in consequence, the manner in which your com-
pany proposes to plan its future operations.

Relevant sections from the public document released by the
Government weret

"1, That the remaining mllocation of rainforest timbers to Dig
River Timbers Pty. Ltd. from the 1982/83 quota year be halved
to a maximum volume of 25 300m3, The Government will assist ‘
Big River Timbers in obtaining elternative non-rainforest tim- -
bers during an eight year transition from rainforest timbers,

2., That the proposed 25 300m3 allocation of rainforest timbers to
Big River Timbers Pty. Ltd. be obtained from Area 62 and Area

- T 7% or Washpool or other possible alternate areas."

These decisicns were subsequently modified through Ministerial .
aaction to the extent thatt:

(1) Areas available from Washpool were extended to include Area 72

(11} Any volumes of rainforest timber obtained from Areas 6,
78 and 7Y in eddition to the 25 300m3 may be allocated to your
Company, provided such additional timbers are obtained having
regard to the environmental safeguards proposed by the
Forestry Commission in its E.I.S. for the Washpool area,

(111) Your company will not be restricted to the eight year tran-
sition period from rainforest to non-rainforest specles pro-
vided such extenslon does not result in Job loasesn,

Hy letter of 10th January, 1983 conveyed this information to
you.

Provision of Qovernment assistance to your company was speci-

fio_to development of new technology and access to aiternative sources
of "supply currently 1n private ownership in order to make up the short-
Tall Betwaen the yleld from Areas 6P, 78 and 7P and the untaken part of
the Cormission's long term supply arrangement with your Company. This
quantity was 57 021m3 fn totsl at the beginning of 1982/83. The

"Rainforeat Fund” was astablishd for these purposes.

———
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In implementing these policies the Commission is prepared to
enter into a wood supply agreement with your company to make available
timber resources to complete its commitment of about 55 000m3 at the
beginning of the 1983/8%4 quota year. The period of such an Agreement

. would be § years if the supply was taken at the rate of T 000m3 per
annum, however the Commission would be prepared to settle for a period
of 10 years, if your company chose to apread its rete of cut over that

time.

.

Any extension of the Agreement beyond this period would be
subject to re-negotiation of its terms particularly in regard to
resources then available from Crown sources and the acceptability of

such arrangements to the Commission.

In providing asaistance in the transition from the use of
rainforeat to non-rainforest timbera the Commission would need to have
more information on the timbers you propose to use to carry on your
industry alter the Crown log allocation is exhausted., You will appre-
ciate that since there is no commitment to continue supply of Crown
timber beyond that time, any transition into the use of non rainforest
apecies would need to be attuned to those resocurces expected to be
available to you from private property sources and, therefore, the
Comnission would see its obligation as supplying you with apecles in
the interim that would meet this longer term plan.

Further consideration of detail in supply arrangements and
agreements will now awalt consideration of the matters raised herein.

Naturally the Commission's local officers, and those in its
Marketing Divialon at this office would be avallable to discuss any

aspects arising in these regards.

-7 Yours faithfully,

¢. 3. LUGTON,

i
1
'
]
1
'
3
i
0
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New South Wales Government

. Forestry Commission of N.S.W.

Forestry House
. 95-99 York Street
Sydney N.S.W,

The Managing Director, . Box 26687 B.P.0. Sydney
Big River Timbers Pty. Ltd,, N.S.w. 2001

Tremayr Road, Telograms: Newlorests Sydney
Carrs Creek Junction, Telex: Forcom 21657

i

»
GRAFTON, N.B.W. 2460 . Qur ralerence; 37750 (D)
. Telephorie: 234 1667
. .. Exterislon: g1p -
s i Mr. O'Neill

Dear sir, - 10th January, 1983

Rer Government Decisions on Ralnforests

Refereﬁce is made to the Government declsion in relation to
Washpool which states in part: R

*WASHPOOL

1. That the remaining allocation of rainforest timbers
to Blg River Timbers Pty. Ltd. from the 1982/93 guota
year be halved to a maximum volume of 25 300m .

The Government will assist Big River Timbers in f— ' - Emmen
obtaining alternative non-rainforest timbers during e T
an elght year transition from-ralnforest timbers.

2. That the proposed 25 300m3 allocation of ralnforest
timberg to Big River Timbers Pty. Ltd. be obtained from :
Area 6 and Area 7 of Washpool or other poseible ) *
alternative araas.” - '

At the discussions with affected industries at Grafton on
loth November, 1382 you sought clarification of your brushwood entitle-
‘ment particularly in rggatd to the inferred limltatioa of the available
resources from Areas 6 and 7 of Washpool to 25 300m”, . . v

Clarification of this guestion had been sought by the Minister
for Local Government and Lands and, In conflrmation of the discussions
with Forestry Commission officers in Sydney on 15th December, 1982, 1t

1s advised that:

(1) the volume guaranteeg to Blg River Timbers
‘Pty. Ltd. is 25 300m” including the current
quota year, and,

(i1) any volumes Bﬁ ruinforegt timbers obtained
from Argas 6 , 7% and 7° in addition to the
25 JoOm™ may be allocated to you, provided
such additional timbers are obtained having
regard te the environmental safeguards proposed
by the Forestry Commiesion in its E.I1.S. for

the Washpool area.

It is advised also that Big River Timbers Pty. Ltd. will not
be restricted to the eight year transition period from railnforest to
nen-rainforest species, provided that extension of the transitien

period does not result in job losases.

Yours falthfully,

G, 5. LUGTON,

Secretary.
pert j




MAIN CAUSES CF RAINFOREST DEGRADATICN
(bcta. from Wyars, 1982 & FAO.1587)

.

FUELHQQD (7.9%)

SUBSISTENCE FARAMING (83.4%)

% ‘2330 ha
Indonsgsia Q.78 504
Malaysia 1.28 285
Pnillipines 9.7¢ 97

Scurcse: Repatts, 1888, 2p. T7-3: Weorli 3ank.
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COUNTIES OF CLIVE AND DRAKE
COFFS HARBOUR AND GLEN INNES FORESTRY REGIONS

1:25 000
METRES .
CHH = = | — (L ORETRES
1000 500 0 1 ﬁz !
| DR
r‘— —

State Forest boundary .oeoveeeveceeeeeveeveieeenns —: ——: — Road Underpass ... Qverpass ... Level crossing "X’
Timber Reserve boundary .. v —— —a— .+ Fence... Fence on boundary ... R
Flora Reserve ... Forest Preserve boundary ¢ p—— e Gate ... Stock grid ..o

National Park houndarv
Compartment boundary .......cccocovevvecrvevirnirnnns

——Fe— s Transmission line ... Telephone line
s Fire tower ... Forestry camp ... Sawmill ..

Forest type boundary .........cccooovvcvvnomonconne —. . Camping area ... PICniC 8rea ....oovvveesrevererevens
sealed surface — first class guudmg GChurlch . Post Office ccreniicrirnnnns
All weather sealed surface — second class  eomem— Duarry W ra;e| pit .. 0 h 41 " k
roads loose surface — first class StaI: m ast:v;r:pe verhead tan
loose surface — secand class TRAM ... SWBIMIP oot e ssesirene
Sand ... Mud .. !

Dry weather roads - loose surface ..,
Four whaeel drive track

Landmark boulder Cave
Vineyard ... Orchard ... Plantatmn .

Road excluded from State Forest .. R <o Contours ... High cliff .o, e
Railway — multiple track ... Siding .. Statloﬂ . AH—4—Ho#— Contours approximate ... Low cliff cevveeennn Wiyt T :
Railway — single track ... Tunnel .....coeees 44y o4 Horizontal control point ... Spot height .......... FANNN

COMPILATION NOTE

Compiled by Mapping Branch Forestry Commission of New South Wales from the standard topographic map dated 1976 and large scale forest maps, |
supplemented by field revision in March 1985. Place names are approved under the provisions of the Geographical Names Act, 1956, with the exception
of Gorooroo Falls.

Roads and tracks on private property should not be used without the owner's permission, Gates and grids across the road, or absence of fen::mg on one
or both sides, indicate that the road may be on private property.

—— . MAP PRODUCED DECEMBER 1986
- FOREST TYPES
Yeltow Carabeen — Crabapple — Sassafras — Forest Aed Gum — Grey Gum/Grey Ironbark -
| TRANSVERSE MERCATOR PROJECTION | Corkwood - Silver Sycamore . 2 Agughbarked Apple
AUSTRALIAN MAP GRID ZONE 5 1 0174
- Palm . Spotted Gem — Grey [ronbark/Grey Gum
Helghts are in metres ‘ 1 .
Contour interval 10 metres | Coachwood - Crabapple . S_pnne:_:i Gum — Grey l:uankIQrey Gum 748
| 23 Site height generally > 30m
Myrile .
! Sported Gum — Grey lronbark/Grey Gum
L . 3126 P
I( Myrtle — Viney Scrub Site haight generally < 30m
TN GN  MN
* Viney Scrub x Spumd Gum — Grey Ironbark/Grey Gom :’
| Site haight generally > 30m
], Dry Blackhutt .
Site height generelly > 30m ’_.. . _J Spmlld Gum — Grey lronbark/Grey Gum
! ion Site height genenally < 30m
Gy Blackbutt
Site height generally < 30m - Farest Red Gum
ne 47
Tallowwood — Sydrey Blue Gum New England Strirgybark :]
. Site height generally > 25m
L Tallowwood — Sydney Blue Gum .
Site height generally > 40m New England Stringybark Ij
Site height gererally « 25m
Tallowweod — Sydney Blue Gum
Site height generally < 40m Wew England Blackbutt
Site height generally » 25m
Valui #1 conty of shewt Inland Brush Bax
- for 1480 d Mah Sit e ey 28 b
- Marrowleaved White Mahogany — Red Mahogany — ite height generally < 25m
+0¥ Enn Grey fronbark — Grey Gum
Silvertsaved Ironbark

Grey Gum ~ Grey Ironbark — White Mahogany

Site height generatly > Z5m Agricultural Pasture and Croptend

Grey Gum — Grey lzonbark — White Mahogany Sami-clesrad

Site height generally < 25m

Ratk

Grey Gum — Grey Ironbark — White Mahogany
Reganeration Site height generally > 25m -

Grey Gum — Grey Ironbark — White Mshogany
Regenerztion Site height generally < 25m

B LT

Geparal forest type descriptions are given in Research Note 17, E

Forest types occurring on this sheet are shown thus ...,

Full forest type descriptions are given in Resources Report No 153 and H.0. File No 15273
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HEW ROUTH WAILE

MINISTER FOR TOURISM
MINISTER FOR LANDS AND FORESTS

Ms M Bobertson

The Wilderness Society NSW
53 Liverpool Street
SYDNEY 2000

Dear Margaret,
During his absence from Sydney toda}? the Mirister asked me to
acknowledge your letter this morning about the wilderness

nomination for the North Washpool area.

Mr West has read your correspondence and he said he will give it
close attention for the discussion of this issue by Cabinet,

Unfortunately, Mr West's commitments preclude a meeting with
Society representatives before the Cabinet meeting oh 4 September.

Yours sincersly
WW/

(D. HERSCHEL) 3
Executive Officer =° / 57 )

Level 12, Fusst Chicago Housc, 33 Pitt Strect, Sydney Australia, 2000
Telephone: (02) 251 B498 Facsimile: (02) 231 1442
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

WILDERNESS BILL 1987
MISCELLANEOUS ACTS (WILDERNESS) AMENDMENT BILL 1987

SECOND READING SPEECH

MR SPEAKER:
I MOVE THAT THESE BILLS BE NOW READ A SECOND TIME.

TODAY I OFFER THIS PARLIAMENT, THIS COMMUNITY, A HISTORIC

CHOICE.

DO WE AS A NATION ON THE EVE OF THE Z200TH YEAR OF EUROPEAN .
SETTLEMENT CONTINUE TO DESTROY, PIECE BY PIECE, THE GREAT . E

NATURAL AREAS OF OUR COQUNTRY?

WILL WE CONTINUE TO BE UNMOVED BY THE FACT THAT MANY OF THIS

&

NATION'S PLANTS AND ANIMALS ARE THREATENED WITH OELIVION?

OR DO WE RESOLVE THAT THE VERY FIBRE OF THIS CCONTIMENT SHOULD
BE TREATED WITH GREATER RESPECT, THAT OUR MUCH DIMINISHED
WILDERNESS SHOULD BE PROTECTED AND THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOQULD
EARN A REPUTATION FOR ITS EXCELLENCE IN ITS APPROACH TO

CONSERVATION?

IN JUST TWO CENTURIES BETWEEN 50 AND 60 PERCENT OF THE

FOREST WHICH EXISTED IN AUSTRALIA PRIOR TO EUROPEAN

] L
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SETTLEHéRT 128 BEEN CLEARED COR SEVERELY MODIFIED. IN NEW ‘

SCUTH . WALES TUHE SITUATION IS WORSE; BETWEEN 60 AND 80 PER

CENT OF MATIVZ FOREST HAS GONE. MOST OF NEW SOUTH WALES HAS
MODERATBELY OR HIGHLY MODIFIEZD BY EijO?EM&S. SOME
ONLY ARCUT 25

ARZAG BRAVE SUFFBERED GREATLY.

PER CENT OF THIS

STATE'S ORIGINAL RAINTOREST REMAINS.

L5 AT 1984, 76 PLANT SPECIES WERE CONSIDERITD EATINCT AND 2032
TNDANGERED THRCUGHOUT AUSTRALIA. IN N.S.W. 275 SPECIES OF |

PLANTS ARD PRESUMED EITHER EXTINCT OR THREATINED. Q@D

MORE THAN BALF OF THE LAND USED FOR AGRICULTURE IS HOW IN

ATE 20 8SPRCIES OF MAMMAL S ARE EXTINCT, AND ANOTHER

I ©O HOT WISH THE RECITAL GPF THIS TRAMGIC LITANY T0 BE

FRETED A5 A CRITICISH OF OUR PIONEERS OR THE RURAL

b

INTIR

COMMUNITY; WaaT WAS LONE WAS NE TOR THE MOST PART IN
CHDERSTINDABLT IGNORANCE AND TO SERVE THE VITAL TASKS OF

GUPPLYTNG FOOD AND FTIBRE TO A GROWING NATION. 4

YOWEVER, IF WE FAIL IN THE TASK NOW BEFORE US; IF WE DO NOT

ACCETT THE RESIONSIRILITY TO PROTECT SORE GF WHAT REMAINS,
THEN WE MUST SURELY AND RIGHTLY EXPECT THE CONDEMNATION OF

THIS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. o . L



THE MATTER OF WILDERNESS PROTECTION STRIKES AT THE HEART
OF THIS CONUNDRUM BECAUSE WILDERNESS IS THE TOTAL AND ABSOLUTE

EMBODIMENT OF THE AUSTRALILAN ENVIRONMENT. STILL IN A LARGELY -

NATURAL STATE IT OFFERS NO CONCESSIONS; NO COMPROMISES.
UNLIKE MANY OF OUR FINE NATIONAL PARKS WITH THEIR BITUMEN
ROADS, CAMPING GROUNDS, AMENITIES, WALKING TRACKS,
RECREATICONAL FACILITIES AND THE LIKE, WILDERNESS STANDS AS
A STARK REMINDER OF WHAT ONCE WAS. IT REMINDS US OF THE
ANCIENT LIFE OF THIS CONTINENT.

THE GREAT AMERICAN NATURALIST AND PHILOSPHER,

HENRY DAVID THOREAU, ONCE $AID THAT IN WILDNESS IS THE

PRESERVATION OF THE WORLD. IM AUSTRALIA, WILDERNESS IS ALSO

SURELY A SOURCE OF OUR PATRIOTISM. AUSTRALIAN HISTORY IS

A STORY OF THE INTERACTION BETWEEN IMMIGRANT PEOPLES AND

A CONTINENT WITH UNIQUE LANDSCAPES, PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
} IF WE LOSE OUR FEEL FOR THIS GRAND OLD CONTINENT IN ITS
NATURAL CONDITION, THEN WE LOSE SOMETHING OF OQUR CHARACTER
AS A PEQPLE. THE CASE FOR CONSERVATION IS FOUNDED THEREFORE
ON PATRIOTISM. OUR COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING OUR WILDERNESS
IS A MEASURE OF CUR MATURITY AS A NATION AND PRIDE IN CUR
IDENTITY.

WHAT OF WILDERNESS INMN NEW SOUTH WALES?
3
TIMATE IT IS CONTAINED IN 36 AREAS

EST AVAILABL
WHICH TOGETHER COYER BARELY FOUR PERCENT OF THE STATE,

E E

05}

1

(ON THE B

LESS THAMN HALF IS ALREADY PROTECTED WITHIN OUR PARX BYSTEM
AND MOST OF WHAT IS NOT PROTECTED FACES THREATS TO ITS
EXISTENCE FROM A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES,

Y i Ak m ok aik g

el s ke et
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ROTECTION OF WILDERNESS

THIS GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO THE P
WHEREVER POSSIBLE. e
THAT IS A CONCERN AND COMMITMENT SHARED BY ALL REASONAQLE

PEQPLE.

THE LEGISLATIVE SCHEME NOW PROPOSED ENVISAGES THAT WILDERNESS
AREAS MAY BE IDENTIFIED AND DECLARED OVER THREE DIFFERENT

CATEGORIES OF LAND. @

FIRST, WILDERNESS AREAS MAY BFE IDENTIFIED AND DECLARED OVER
LANDS RESERVED OR DEDICATED UNDER THE NATIONAL PARKS AND

WILDLIFE ACT, 1974.

SECOND, WILDEHNISS ARZAS MAY 35 IDENTIFIZD AND DECLARED OVIR
PRIVATE OR CROWN LEASEHOLD LAND WHICH 1S THE SUBJECT OF A
CONSERVATION AGREZMENT YOLUNTARILY EMNTERED INTO BY THE OWNER

Or LAND WITH THE MINISTER ADMIHISTERIHG_FHE NATIONAL PARKS

AND WILDLIFE ATT, 1974, MO WILDERNZSS DECLARATION wWILL BE
GADE IN RELATION TO SUCH LANDGS UNLESS AND UNTIL A CONMSERVATION

AGREEMENT HAS DELN NEZGOTIATED,

THIRD, WILDERNESS ARTAS MAY QD IDENTIFIED AND DECLARED OVER
PUBLTIC LAND WHICH 1S OWNED BY OR UNDER THE CONTROL QF A
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMEMNT OR STATUTORY BODY AND WHICH IS THE

SUBJECT OF A WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BY

v



HMANAGEMENT_OF AN _EXISTING. OR _PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREA. THE

THE MINISTER ADMINISTERING THE WILDERNESS BILL WITH THE 4
RESPCNSIBLE MINISTER OR STATUTORY BCDY, AS THE CASE MAY BE.
AGATIN, NO WILDERNESS DECLARATION WILL BE MADE UNTIL A

WILDERNESS PROT ECTION AGREEMENT EAS BEEN FINALISED.

THE OBJECTS OF THE WILDERNESS BILL ARE TO PRCOVIDE FOR THE
PERMANENT PROTLCTION AND PRCPER MANAGEMENT OF WILDERNESS
ARZAS WITUIN THIS STATD AND TC EDUCATE THE 2UBLIC IN THE

LPPRECIATION, PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF WILDERNESS.

THZ WILDERNZSS BILL PROVIDES THAT AN ARZA OF LAND SHALL NOT

BEL IDENTIFIED AS WILDERNESS BY THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL PARKS

oA

D WILDLIFZ UNLZSS IT POSSESSES CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS.

THESE ARE THRAT THE AREA 13, TOGETHER WITH ITS FLENT AND
ANIMAL COMMUNITIES, IN A STATE THAT HAS NOT BEEN

SURSTANTIALLY MODIFIED BY EUMANS AND THEIR WORKS OR IS

CaprnLE OF BEING RESTORED TO SUCH A STATE, IS OPF SUFFICIENT

{--

&3

2z TO MAKE ITS MAINTENANCE IN SUCH A STATE FEASIBLE, AND IS
CAPABLZ OF PRCVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND
\%IPD“D'J“S SELF-RELIANT RECREATIOM. IN FORMING AN OPINION AS
TO THESE MATTERS, THE DIRECTOR MAY CONSIDER, AMONGST OTHER
ELEVANT CIRCUMSTAMCES, 'THE PERIOD OF TIME WITHIN %HICH THE
AREA COULD REASONABLY BE RESTORED TO A SUBSTANTIALLY
UHMODLETIED STATE AMND WHETHER, DESPITE DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULb

OTHEEfISE RENDER IT UNSUITABLE, THE AREA IS NEEDED FOR THE

DIRECTOR MAY ALSO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS
RECEIVED FROM AKNY PBRSOV IN RELATION TO WHETHER THE AREA ,

SHOULD BE IDLNTIFIED AS WILDERNESS. . ‘ /

! n...i P - Al e e “ D R e e -

PR M
A

‘.
g e

”

P e e nap T
o A T AT | T T e
3 i

St Snekt 1§y AT




UNDER THE'WILDERNESS>BILL, ANY PERSON, BODY OR ORGANISATION

MAY SUBMIT A WRITTEN PROPOSAL TO THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL PARKS

AND WILDLIFE THAT AN AREA OF LAND BE IDENTIFIED AS WILDERNESS. ‘!
THE NOMINATING' PERSON, BCDY OR ORGANISATION NEED NOT BE THE

OWNER OF THE LAND CONCERNED BUT, IF THE NOMINEE IS NOT THE

OWNER, THE DIRECTOR SHALL NOTIFY THE OWNER ON RECEIVING THE
PROPOSAL. WITHIN TWwO YEARS AFTER RECEIVING ANY SUCH PROPOSAL,

THE DIRECTOR IS REQUIRED TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL AND MAKE

A RECCMMENDATION TO THE MINISTER AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THE AREA

(.

SHOULD BE PROTECTED AS5. A WILDERNESS AREA,

WHEN AN AREA OF LAND OUTSIDE THE PARK SYSTEM HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED
AS WILDERNESS AFTER T ‘ESTIGATICN BY THE DIRECTOR, THE MINISTER ‘ ;
MAY ENTER INTO EITHER A WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENT IF
TEE LAND IS PUBLICLY OWNED OR CONTROLLED OR A CONSERVATION
AGREEMENT IF THE LAND IS FREEHCLD OR THE SOBJEC] OF A CRCWN

LEASE OR OTHER TENURE.

A PROCEDURE INVOLVING PARTICIPATION BY THE PUBLIC AND THE g

NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COUNCIL WILL PRECEDE

FINALISATION OF ANY WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENT,

THE WILDERNESS BILL ENUMERATES THE TYPES OF TERMS WHICH
WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENTS MAY CONTAIN, THE BILL ALSO

REQUIRES THAT THE DIRECTOR SHALL KEEP A REGISTER CONTAINING Lo s

COPIES CF CURRENT WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENTS WHICH WILL
e

,BE OPEN FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
-muNEITHER WILDERNESS PROTECTION AGREEMENTS NOR CONSERVATION '




AGREEMENTS IN RESPECT O?/WILDERNESS SHALL BE INCONSISTENT

-1

7ITH THEZ PRINCIPLES FOR MANAGEMENT OF WILDERNESS WHICH ARE
SEZT CUT:Iﬂ:THE wILDERNESS BILL. THESE PRINCIPLES ARE THEAT A
WILDERNESS ARgA SHALL BE MANAGED SO AS TO RESTORE, IF
AZPLICARLE, ANb TO PROTECT THE UNMODIFIED STATE OF THE AREA
AND ITS PLANT AND ANIMAL COMMUNITIES, 70O PRESERVE THE
CAPACITY OF THE AREA TO EVOLVE IN THE ABSENCE OF SIGNIFICANT
HUMAN INTERFERENCE, AND TO PERMIT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOL ITUDE

A APPROPRIATE SELF-RELIANT RECREATION.

THE DECLARATION OF TAND RESERVED OR DEDICATED UNDER THE .
NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT OR UNDER A WILDERNESS
PROTECTION AGREEMENT AS B WILDERNESS ARFA MAY BE VARIED BY

NOTIPICATION PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE BUT SHALL NOT BE

13

REVOKED EXCEPT BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT. A WILDERNESS DECLARATION
RELATING TO A CONSERVATION AREA MAY BE VARIED CR REVOKEZID BY
GAZETTE KOTIFICATION BUT A COPY OF ANY NOTIFICATION REVOKING

A DECLARATION MUST BE TABLED BEFORE BOTH HOUSES CF

A DECLARATION OF LAND AS A WILDERNESS AREA UNDER EITHER THE
WILDERNESS BILL OR THE NATICHAL PARRS 2ND WILDLIFE ACT WILL

NOT, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY ANY AGREENMENT UNDER

]

ITEER PIECE OF LEGISLATION, AFFECT ANY EXISTING INTEREST Iﬁ

THE LAND INVOLVED.

IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE WILDERNESS BILL SHALL BIND THE CROWN.
PROVISION IS MADE THAT A STATUTORY AUTHORITY, AS THAT TERM IS

BROADLY DEFINED, SHALL NOT CARRY OUT DEVELOPMENT IN A

o
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WHICH THEZ LAMND

DECLARED WILDERNESS AREA COVERED BY A WILDERNESS
PROTEC;I‘ION AGREEMENT OR A CONSERVATION AGREEMENT UNLESS IT HAS
GIVEN WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE MINISTER AND OTHER AFFECTED
PARTIES AND IT

HAS RECEIVED WRITTEN NOTICE FROM THE MINISTER CONSENTING TO

THE DEVELOFMENT. THE MINISTER MAY.
CONSENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT ONLY IF THZ MINISTER IS OF THE
OPINION THAT THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT ADVERSELY

AFFECT THE AREA AND, WHERE A WILD S8 PROTECTION AGREEMENT

IS INVOLVED, THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE STATUTORY

rd

AUTHORITY CONCERNED 5A5 CONSENTED TO THE DEVELGCPMENT.

WHERE LAND LEASED -7

UNDER THE CRCWN LANDS CONSOLIDATION ACT 1913, THE (LOSER
SETTLEMENT ACTS OR THE WESTERN LANDS ACT 1901 OR ANY ACT

OAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS WILDERNESS BY THE

Yy

REFLACING "THEHN

DIRECTOR AND THE DIRECTOR HAS GIVEN NOTICZ OF THIS

IDENTIFICATION TO THE MINISTER ADMINI§TERING THE ACT UNDER

IS LEASED, THE WILDERNESS BILL REQUIRES THAT

HSAT MINISTER WILL QONSULT WITH THE MINISTER ADMINISTERING

1=

3

o |WILDEPNESS ACT BEFORET APPROVING ANY CHANGE IN USE CR THE

SALZ OR DISPOSAL OF THE SUBJECT LAND.

")

QN ERSION,

AMENDMENT BILL

+]
b

COGNATE MISCELLANECUS ACTS (WILDERNESS)

PROWOSES THAT THE ENVIRONMENT PLANNING AND ASSLSSMENT ACT

1979 WwILL BE AME"\'.’DED TO REQUIRE THAT . DOE CONSIDERATION BE -

ACCORDED TO THE EFFEC'I‘ OF ANY DE.‘VELOPMENT .OR ACI‘IVITY OoN ANY

DECLARED WI.LDERNESS areA. BEd4, DEVELOPMBNJ. 'CONSENTS SHALL

et

e e e oo
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NOT BE GRANTED UNDER THAT ACT TO DEVELOPMENTS OR ACTIVITIES
UNLESS ANY CONSENTS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OR ACTIVITY REQUIRED
UNDER THE WILDERNESS ACT HAVE BEEN OBTAINED. I AM PRESENTLY
CONSIDERING A PROPOSAL TO ENSURE FURTHER PROTECTION OF‘
WILDERNESS AREAS BY MAKING DEVELOPMENT LIKELY TC EFFECT
WILDERNESS “DESIGNATED DEVELOPMENT" UNDER PART IV OR "PRESCRIBED
ACTIVITY" UNDER PART ¥V QF THE ENYVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND

ASSESSMENT ACT.

‘ PROVISION IS5 ALSQO MADE FOR THE PREPARATION OF PLANS OF
| MANAGEMENT OF LAND WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF A WILDERNESS
PROTECTION AGREEMENT. AGAIN, THESE PLANS, AND PLANS OF
‘&? MANAGEMENT FOR WILDERNESS AREAS IN PARKS THAT ARE PREPARED
UNDER THE NATIOHNAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT, MUST BE CONSISTENT
WITH THE PRINCIPLES FOR MANAGEMENT OF WILDERNESS TO WHICH I
HAVE REFERRED ABOVE.

A PROCEDURE IS LAID DOWN FOR PREPARATION AND ADOPTION BY THE
MINISTER OF PLANS OF MANAGEMENT FOR LAND COVERED BY WILDERNESS
PROTECTION AGREEMENTS. THIS PROCEDURE INVOLVES THE
PARTICIPATION OF THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE COUNCIL.
THE WILDERNESS BILL REQUIRES THAT WHERE A PLAN OF MANAGEMENT
HAS BESN ADOPTED, IT SHALL BE CARRIED OUT AND GIVEN EFFECT
TO BY THE DIRECTOR AND THE OTHER PARTY TO THE AGREEMENT AND,
3 TF APPLICABLE, THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY ON WHOSE BEHALF THE
& AGREEMENT WAS ENTERED INTO. ' |
THE WILDERNESS BILL LAYS DOWN A PROCEDURE FOR RESOLUTION OF
ANY DISPUTES WHICK MAY ARISE BETWEEN THE MINISTER ADMINISTERING
THE LEGISLATION AND A STATUTORY AUTHORITY OR MINISTER '
RESPONSISBLE FOR A STATUTORY AUTHORITY IN RELATION TO MATTERS

ARISING THEREUNDER.

PROVISION IS MADE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WILDERNESS FUND
& - FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE WILDERNESS ACT.

A REQUIREMENT HAS ALSO BEEN INSERTED THAT, IN PREPARING THE

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE,

THE DIRECTOR SHALL REPORT ON THE STATE OF;AREASHIDENTIFyED

AS WILDERNESS AND ON MATTERS RELATING TO WILDERNESS AREAS.
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PROVIISION IS TO BE MADE IN BOTH Tﬁé WILDERNESS ACT AND NATIONAL
PARKY AND. WILDLIFE ACT FOR ANY PERSON, INDIVIDUALLY OR ON BEHALF
OF OTHERS, TO BRING PROCEEDINGS IN THE LAND AND ENVIRONMENT
COURT FOR AN ORDER TO REMEDY OR RESTRAIN A BREACH OF THESE
PIECES OF LEGISLATICON, WHETHER OR NOT ANY RIGHT OF THAT PERSON
HAS QR MAY BE INFRINGED BY OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THAT BREACH.
THE L{AND AND ENVIRONMENT COURT ACT IS ALSO BEING AMENDED TO
ENABLE THAT COURT TO DEAL WITH PROCEEDINGS ARISING AS A RESULT
OF INSERTION OF THE LOCUS STANDI PROVISIONS.

THIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS PIONEERED ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS,
BELIHVES THAT WHERE ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS ARE SUBSTANTIATED,
BOTH [THEY AND THE GOAL OF NATURE CONSERVATION PROTECTION CAN
BE MET. THIS SHOULD 13:3 ACHIEVED BY AMENDING THE NATIONAL PARKS'
AND WILDLIFE ACT TO PROVIDS THAT IMPORTANT NATURAL LAND,
INCLUDING WILDERNESS AREAS, GRANTED TO ABORIGIHES UNDER THE
LAND |[RIGHTS LEGISLATICON CAN BE LEASED BACK BY PERPETUAL LEASE
AND MANAGED BY THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. THE.,
WILDERNESS BILL, OF COURSE, ALREADY PRQVIDES THAT VOLUNTARY
PROTHCTION AGREEMENTS MAY BE ENTERED INTO WITH ABORIGINAL LAND
CCUNCIILS.

THE CIOGNATE MISCELLANEQUS ACTS (WILDERNESS) AMENDMENT BILL
PROPOISED VARICUS AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE
ACT, 1974, AND CERTAIN OTHER ACTS AS A:CONSEQUENCE OF THE
PROPOSED ENACTMENT OF THE WILDERNESS ACT.

IN ADDITION TO THE MATTERS TO WHICH I HAVE ALREADY REFERRED,
THE COGNATE BILL CONTAINS AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL PARKS
AND WILDLIFE ACT MAKING PROVISION FOR THE RECOGNITION AND
PROTECTION OF WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS AND ENABLING INTERIM

"PROTECTION ORBERS TO BE IMPOSED.
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rm IS PROPOSED THAT THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT WILL
pROYV IDE THAT THE DIRECTOR MAY, BY NOTIFICATION IN THE

crrD, DECLARE ANY RIVER OR PART OF A RIVER WITHIN LANDS
sERVED OR DEDICATED UNDER THE ACT TO BE A WILD AND SCENIC -
S TUER. ANY SUCE DECLARATION MAY BE VARIED OR REVOKED BY THE
CTRECTOR BY FGRTHER GAZETTE NOTIFICTION.

{7 1S ALSO PROPOSED THAT A STATUTORY AUTHORITY SHALL NCT
cARRY OUT DEVELOPMENT IN RELATION TO A WILD AND SCENIC RIVER
UNTIL TT #AS CONSULTED WITH, AND CONSIDERED ANY ADVICE GIVEN
Ay THE MINISTER ADMINISTERING THE NATIONAL PARKRS AND WILDLIPE
Am?nzmiMﬁmxm'mEDWmﬂmmmx

A NEJ PART IS TO BE [NSERTED INTO THE NATIONAL PARKS AND

G ILOLIFE ACT DEALING WITH INTERIM PROTECTION ORDERS.

T41S PART PROVIDES THAT THE DIRECIOR MAY RECOMMEND TO

pef MINTSTER THE MAKING OF AN INTERIM PROTECTION ORDER IN
AZSPRCT OF LAND HAVING NATURAL, SCIENTIFIC OR CULTURAL
GTENTSICANCE GR IN RESPECT OF LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF
CARRYING OUT ANY OF THE DIRECTOR'S POWERS, AUTHORITIES,
CUTIES OR FUNCTIONS RELATING TO FAUNA OR WATIVE PLANTS.
ORDERS MAY BT MADE IN RESPECT OF BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

LANDS.

TRE MINISTER IS5 FﬁfOﬁE“VD, AFTER CONSIDERATION OF THE
DIRECTOR'S RECOMME?DATION, TO MAKE AN INTERIM fROTECfIONk
ORDER INVRESDECT OF THE LAND COVERED BY THE RnCOMMLNDATION
THE ORDER TAXES EFFECT ON THE DATE OF ITS PUBLICATION IN THE

GAZETTE OR ON ‘SUCH LATER DATE AS THE ORDER SPECIFIES. THE

o
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UNDER THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT OR IF THE ORDER IS €D

12

TERMS WHICH ORDERS MAY CONTAIN, BEING TERMS RELATING TO THE
PRES?BVATION, PROTECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF LAND, ITS. FAUNA
AND PLANTS AND ANY RELIC OR FLACE SUBJECT 7O THE ORDER, ARE

TO BE SET OUT IN REGULATIONS.

TdE MINISTER IS NOT REQUIRED TO NOTIFY ANY PERSON BEFORE
MAXING A ORDER. HOTEVER, AFTER THE ORDER HAS BEEN PUBLISHED
IN THE GAZETTE, THE MIMISTER IS RIQUIRED TO CAUSE NOTICE 70

B3E GIVEN TO ANY PERSON WHO APPEARS TO BE AN CWNER OR CCCUPIER

CF THE AFrECTED LAND, TYE NATIONAL FPARKS AND WILDLIFE
ALV ISORY COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA IN

-

T
ls P

WHICH TAE LAND IS SITUATED AND ANY OTHER PERSON WHO

3

MINISTER CONSIDERS SHOULD BE NOTIFIED, THE MINISTER IS ALGSO
REQUIRED TO CONSIDER ANY ADVICE GIVEN TO HIM BY THE NATIONAL

PARKS AND WILDLIFE ALVISORY COUNCIL RELATING 7O THE ORDER.

ORDZRS SURVIVE FOR A MAXINUK PERIOD OF 12 MONTHS. THEY CEASE .

t

TO FAVE EFrPECT IF THE SUBJECT LAND IS RESERVED OR DEDICATED

REVOXED BY THE MINISTER, ONLY ONE INTERIM PROTECTION ORDER
YAY BE IMPOSED IN RESPECT OF AN AREA OF LAND WHILE IT IS

CWwlED BY THE SAME PERSON.

AN CWNER OR OCCUPIER FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
OF AN INTERIM PROTECTION CRPER WILL BE LIABLE TO A PENALTY OF

310 000 OR 6 nowTHs IMPRISONM“NT OR BOTH. t SRR

'
+. -
-

- Lia
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GINERS OR OCCUPIERS OF THE WHOLE OR ANY PART OF THE LAND
SUBJECT TO AN ORDER MAY APPEAL TO THE LAND AND ENVIRONMENT
COURT AGAINST THE IMPOSITION OF AN ORDER OR ITS TERMS. IN
DECIDING THE APPEAL, THE COURT MAY HAVE REGARD TO ANY
HARDSHIP? CAUSED TO TdE COWNER OR CCCUPIER BY THE ORDER AND TO
THIZ FURFOSES OF THE QORDER. APL QF THE FUNCTIONS ANMD
DISCRETIONS OF THE MINISTER ARE CONFERRED ON THE COURT AN
ZCIDING SUCH ADPPEALS AND THE DECISION OF THE COURT 15 FPINAL.
PROVISION IS MADE FOR AMENDMENT OF THE LAND AND ENVIRONMEN

COURT ACT TO ENABLE THAT COURT TO HEAR THESE APPEALS,

FINALLY, PROVISICN IS MADE FOR THE DIRECTOR 7O KEED A

REGIETER OF COPIES OF CURRENT INTERIM PROTECTION ORDERS WHICH

WILL BE OPEN T0 PUBLIC INSIPECTION.

THESE BILLS REPRESENT ONLY PARY OF THE GOVERNMENT'S

WILDERNESS PROTECTION PACKAGE. WE SHALL ACCELERATE THE

T

PROCESS OF $39 WILDERNESS DECLARATIONS UNDER THE HATIONAL

PARES RND WILDLIFE ACT; Wé SHALL INVESTIGATE AT LEAST TWO

‘J

FOTENTIAL WILDERNESS AREAS QUTSIDE OF THE PARK SYSTEM PER
ANEUM FOR AS LONG AS SUCH AREAS BXIST AND THE NATIONAL PARKS
AMD WILDLIFE SERVICE WILL REVISE ITS WILDES RNESS POLICY,

INCLUDING AN UPDATED CODE OF MANAGEMENT.

BUT MORE THAN THIS WE SHALL BRING A COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING
WILDERNESS WHEREVER AND WHENEVER POSSIBLE. WITHOUT SUCH A
COI&ITMFNT, LEGISLATION OF ANY KIND IS OF LIMITED VALUE.

TEAT IS THE SHARPEST DIQTINCTION THAT CAN BE DRAWN BEIWEEN THE

GCVERNMENT AND THE COALITION; WE BELIEVE, AND WE WILL ACT.

e i
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THOSE OPPOSITE WILL FIDDLE AND TALK ABOUT "SCIENTIFIC"
DEFINITIONS OF WILDERNESS, IN A WAY REMINISCENT OF THE

RAINFOREéT DEBATE, BUT WHEN THE CRUNCH COMES THEY WILL NOT

ACT,

I DO NOT INTEND TODAY TO AGAIN TREAD THE HISTORY OQF THER
DEVELOPMENT OF THIS LEGISLATION. SUFFICE TO SAY IT AROSE OUT
OF THE REPCRT OF THE WILDERNESS WORKING GROUP, I ONLY WISH
TO EXPRESS HERE MY DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE DEBATE WHICH THAT
REPCRT ENGEMDERED WAS SO BEDEVILLED BY MISINTERPRETATIONS -~

A GREAT DEAL OF IT THE RESULT OF DELIBERATE MISCHIEF MAKING

BY THOSE OPPOSITE, AIDED AND ABETTED BY AN UNPROFESSIONAL RURAL

MEDTIA. B

BY WAY OF EXAMPLE I WILL JUST RECALL ONE ITEM TYPICAL OF THE
NONSENSE AND HYPERBOLE BEING PEDDLED AT THE TIME. THERE CAN
BE NO BETTER PROPONENT IN THAT FIELD THAN THE HON., MEMBER FOR

BARWON.

ON AUGUST 27, 1986, THE LEADER OF THE NATIONAL PARTY LAUNCHED
HIMSELF INTO THE DEBATE WITH ALL HIS CUSTOMARY GUSTO AND
ATTENTION TO THE FACTS. OF THE 11 PARAGRAPHS IN MR MURRAY'S
PRESS STATEMENT OF THAT DATE ONLY ONE IS ACCURATE ~ THAT I

HAD APPOINTED THE WORKING GROUP. THE REST ARE NONSENSE.

i
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: /
SOME EXAMPLES, MR MURRAY CLAIMED THE WORKING GROUP HAD

RECOMMENDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 48 WILDERNESS AREAS. WRONG.
IT IDENTIFIED JUST 36 AREAS, SAID SO A NUMBER OF TIMES AND
ITS REPORT CONTAINED ONLY 36 AREA DESCRIPTIONS AND 36 PLACES

MARKED ON THE MAP.

MR MURRAY ALSO CLAIMED THAT FREEHOLD LAND WOULD BE ARBITRARILY
RESUMED, HUGE TRACTS OF LEASEHOLD LAND WOULD BE LOCKED UP AND
50 ON. IN FACT THE REPCRT ITSELF RECOMMENDED VOLUNTARY
ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE.LAND WHERE NECESSARY AND THIS POLICY

1

WAS ENDORSED AND STATED BY THE GOVERNMENT INNUMERABLE TIMES.

A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF THIS LEGISLATION IS THAT IT CONFIRMS
THAT THE, GOVERNMENT MAKES THE FINAL DECISICON ON WILDERNESS
PROTECTION. I XNOW THIS WILL BE A POINT OF CRITICISHM BY
WILDERNESS ACTIVISTS, HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMENT HAS TO ACCEPT
THE HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY OF WEIGHING UP COMPETING INTERESTS

OVER LAND. THIS 1S ALREADY THE CASE FCR SOME WILDERNESS AREAS

ON THE MORTH COAST WHICH CONTAIN ALTERNATIVE SCURCES OF TIMBER
ALLOCATED BY THE GOVERNMENT AFTER ITS HISTORIC RAINFOREST

CONSERVATION DECISION OF 1982.

HOWEVER, THESE DECISIONS WILL BE MADE ALWAYS IN THE CONTEXT®
OF WHY AN AREA SHOULD NOT BE PRESERVED AS WILDERNESS RATHER
THAN WHf I7T SHOULD BE. UNDER THIS GOVERNMFNT WILDERNESS HAS
A RIGHT TO EXIST. WILDERNESS UNDER OUR PROTECTION IS A

LEGITIMATE LAND USE.



THERE WILL BE AN ENTIRELY PREDICTABLE RESPONSE FROM THE MINING
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INDUSTRY; .FROM THE TIMBER INDUSTRY; FROM THE AGRICULTURAL

SECTOR. THIS WILL BE BOTH UNFORTUNATE AND UNNECESSARY. THEIR -

LEGITIMATE INTERESTS WILL BE TAKEN INTO ACCOQUNT BEFORE ANY

DECISION IS MADE, LESTER C. THUROW, THE U.S. ECONOMIST HAS

WRITTEN:

"POTENTIAL WILDERNESS AREAS MAY INCLUDE AS YET
UNDISCOVERED RAW MATERIALS, BUT THIS DOES NOT
AFFECT THE ANALYSIS. OPPONENTS OF WILDERNESS
OFTEN ACT AS IF THESE RESOURCES WERE BEING THROWN
AWAY. THIS 1s SIMPLY SILLY. THE NATURAL
RESOURCES IN WILDERNESS AREAS DO NOT DISAPPEAR.
ANY FUTURE GENERATION THAT DECIDES THAT NATURAL
RESCURCES ARE MORE IMPORTANT TEAN WILODERNESS AREAS

IS FREE TO CHANGE THE LAW™.

IN THIS CASE THE PARLIAMENT CAN MAKE THAT DECISICHN,

DURING THE LONG DEBATE, ON WILDERNESS BOTH THE PREMIER AND I

GAVE CERTAIN UNDERTAKINGS:

NO FORCED RESUMPTION OF LAND.

PRIVATE LAND TO BE PURCHASED AT MARKET PRICES,

- - _—— = = - -

LEASEHOLD LAND (CROWN) WOULD BE CONSIDERED AS PRIVATE -

PROPERTY.,

“ -
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4. NO CONTROLS WOULD BE PLACED OVER LAND - LEASEHOLD OR

FREEHOLD.
5. NO BUFFER ZONES.

ALL AGREEMENTS BETWEEN NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

[}

AND LANDHOLDERS WOULD BE VOLUNTARY.
THE LEGISLATION MEETS THOSE UNDERTAKINGS.

I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THE NEW SCOUTH WALES FARMERS ASSOCIATIdN
WILL SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT'S WILDERNESS ACT. THE ASSOCIATION
HAS SAID IT SEES SOME MERIT IN A WILDERNESS AREA PROTECTION
SYSTEM PROVIDED NINE CONDITIONS WERE MET. THIS LEGISLATION

MEETS SEVEN OF THCSE CONDITIONS,

THIS LEGISLATION SIGNIFIES YET ANOTHER LANDMARK IN THE
ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD OF LABOR GOVERNMENTS. IT IS A PROUD

RECORE:

° AN INCREASE OF 100 PERCENT IN AREA PROTECTED IN THE PARK.

SYSTEM.

.7 ONE THIRD OF THE COASTLINE SAVED IN THE PARK SYSTEM.

° THE CREATION OF ONE OF THE FIVE BEST PARK SERVICES -IN THE
e ) .
WORLD. = &

LY
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THIS IS AN APPROPRIATE TIME TO PAY TRIBUTE TO ALL THOSE WHO
HAVE WORKED FOR DECADES TO SEE WILDERNESS PROTECTED IN NEW
SOUTH WALES - INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS MARIE BYLES AND MYLES DUNPHY
- ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION, THE
NATIONAL PARKS AND PRIMITIVE AREAS COUNCIL, THE COLONG
COMMITTEE, THE TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE, THE NATURE
CONSERVATION CCUNCIL AND THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY. I HAVE
BUSHWALKED IN WILDERNESS WITH CONSERVATIONISTS FROM THESE
ORGANISATIONS. I BELIEVE THEY ARE AMONG THE FINEST
AUSTRALIANS. THEIR THCOUGHTS ARE WITH FUTURE GENERATIONS R
AND THE FUTURE OF THIS LAND. THEIR EFFGRTS WILL FIGURE LARGE
IN FUTURE HISTORIES OF AUSTRALIA, AS WILL THIS LEGISLATION

THAT WE NOW DEBATE.

I COMMEND THE BILLS TO THE HQUSE.

T = T




- lst September, 1990
Mr Beb Carr,

Leader of the Opposition,

NSW Parliament House,

Macquarie Street,

Sydney. 2000.

<< URGENT >>
<< PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL >>

Dear Bocb,

Environmental credibility of Carr Alternate Government

I write this letter to sound a clear warning regarding the
environmental credibility of your Opposition team as an
alternative government, and your personal credibility as an
alternative Premier. Its a warning I've now sounded twice.

If the language and criticisms used here seem harsh or tough,
you must understand that they indicate a deliberate choice,
reflecting the seriousness with which I view the situation..
That this letter goes to several pages indicates that there
is much to say on this matter - much that you ought to-
seriously consider.

In part these comments are provoked by your remarks reported

"in the Grafton Daily Examiner of 25.8.1990, and in part they

are based on keen observations, made at close guarters, of
the Opposition's performance in the last 18 months.

Bob, when I first read your comments in the Examiner, I felt
certain that you had been misquoted. I have since had
confirmed to me by Bruce Hawker and Pam Allan that you
believe the quotes attributed to you were accurate, viz:

"he (you) stood by the ALP's 1982 policy on forest
boundaries and would not depart from that position. He
(you) said ALP spokeswoman, Ms Pam Allan had 'perhaps
been sympathetic to environmentalists' but Shadow
Cabinet was firm in its stance that boundaries around
North Coast State forests would not extend (sic) under a
Labor Government". '

My reaction was disbelief, then anger that you could
demonstrate such dangerous backsliding, such ignorance of the
dynamics and key importance of the north coast electorates.

I, on behalf of the North East Forest Alliance, and The
Wilderness Society people have been seeking a meeting with



you since Monday 27.8'90 to discuss the North Washpcol
wilderness assessment and the relevance of your comments to
" the Opposition's position on the wilderness dediéation for
this area. '
L]

We were informed late on Friday afternoon that you were not
available for such a meetingy and were also told that you
needed to be convinced why the ALP should vary its position.

Wrong, Bob. You need to convince us why we should have any
faith in or vote for you or your alternative government. Why
should we spend time attempting to convince you of a position
you yourself have espoused so articulately on many occasions?

I believe that the energy we expend in 'convincing' you is
inversely proportional to our faith in your commitment to the
environment. The more effort needed, the less faith we have
in you and your Opposition. I don't like 'playing hard to get
games'. You're either on side or you're not, no half measures

You need to convince us what possible excuse there is for
reneging on the brilliant speech you gave when you were the
Minister introducing the Wilderness Act in 1987.

You said in part then:

"Do we as a nation on the eve of the 200th year of
European settlement continue to destroy, piece by piece,
the great natural areas of our country? Will we continue
to be unmoved by the fact that many of this nation's
plants and-animals are threatened with oblivion? Or do
we resolve that the very fibre of this continent should
be treated with greater respect, that ocur much
diminished wilderness should be protected {(my emphasis)
and that our country should should earn a reputation for
its excellence in its approach to conservation?"

You also said later in the same speech:

"...But more than this we shall bring a commitment to
protecting wilderness wherever and whenever possible.
Without such a commitment, legislation of any kind is of
limited value. That is the sharpest distinction that can
be drawn between the Government and the Coalition; We
believe and we will act. (my emphasis again)."

These were fine words Bob, and you were respected for having
said them because we believed you meant them. Were they just
Bi-Centennial hyberbole? Are.they now just so much Hansard?

You need to convince us why you are ignoring the World
Heritage status of the Washpool National Park adjacent to and
continuous with the North Washpool Wilderness nomination area

In 1982 when Cabinet drew an arbitrary line across the
Washpool region in attempt to appease the timber industry,
what was being carved up was known to .be rainforest, but it
was not known to be of international value as World Heritage
Rainforest. : :



We suspected all along that the area had outstanding values
above and beyond timber supplies. That suspicion was the
- basis for the World Heritage nomination you made as Minister
in 1985, which was wultimately vindicated by World Heritage
Listing by IUCN in 1986.

It was this Listing which ©Neville Wran nominated as a
highlight o©f his political career, and which you have
frequently described as a fundamental plank of vyour
environmental credibilty.

Wh? has this new information not influenced the ALP's 1982
understanding of the importance of North Washpool in 19907

You need to convince us why a political deal made 8 years ago
to prop up a then senior Minister, Don Day, has any relevance
to the ecological imperative facing NSW and the planet in the
1990's. :

Approximately 17% of the Willowie Scrub, the largest
Coachwood rainforest in Australia, and therefore the world,
was sacrificed to the timber industry in what Milo Dunphy
described as the 'scalping of Washpool' in an attempt to
garauntee the wviability of the timber industry, and drag a
few more votes to Don Day. ‘ '

That political deal carved up an ecological system, now seen
as of international significance, for short term political
gain. It is irrelevant in 1990, when the survival of natural
systems is now clearly understood by ordinary people and even
conservative governments: witness Greiner's 'New
Environmentalism'.

They have learnt a few lessons, but you Bob, as an earlier
exelplar, appear to have forgotten ‘the basics. We demand
ecological decisions, informed by clear understandings of
scientific facts, = e.g. likelihood of extinctions, the
Greenhouse Effect, etc., not more political opportunism.

What I cannot understand is how you can personally feel bound
by a decision made 3 governments ago - a government in. which
you were not even a Minister, let alone commit a fourth
government to honour.

- You need to convince us how the bleatings of the vested
interest of Big River Timbers, and others who are pulling
Causley's strings, are credible, when their dire projections
of massive job losses in the timber industry following the
1982 decision have not manifest.

The industry has significant profits to protect and will not
hesitate to take whatever steps are necessary to protect
them, even telling a few 'untruths' - to choose a polite term

The truth is that more jobs have been lost in the timber
industry . through big business swallowing up smaller
sawmillers, through the advent of new technology and through
economic rationalisations by remote boards of management, .
e.g. Adsteam and the Urbenville mill, than by the actions of
environmentalists seeking the secure protection of the last



- remnants of the ancient forests of Gondwana.

We know this Bob, and we thought you did too. Why are you
falling for the’ same discredited rhetoric from the 1ndustry°
Why aren't you asking where is the industry investment in
plantation creation on degraded ex-pasture land?

Why aren't you asking for some accountability of the $1
million 'Rainforest fund' which was created to provide
funding for alternate technology- to assist transition out. of
rainforest logging? Is there ‘another ALP 'skeleton in this
closet?

You need to convince us why these people who will never vote
Labor, have such an influence on the evolution .of ALP
environment policy.

Brunc Notaras will never vote Labor. Yet Grafton people and
the people of NSW are heartily sick of politics being played
with the environment. Just 1look at the Saulwick poll of
Feburary '90 and see how people feel about protecting jobs or
forests. These people are your future mandate. Seize it!

Bob, this brawl over North Washpool comes at a time when the
environment movement has made a crucial assessment, at the
North Coast Environment Council's . 'Politics and the
Environment Conference', of the policies of the major parties
and found them all wanting. We are the people who can offer
something to the ALP - not the intellectual midgets of the
~ timber industry. :

Following that Conference, I approached Pam Allan and later
Bruce Hawker, offering to provide professional advice to the
ALP on policy development across a range of portfolios:
planning; lands; forestry; parks and environment. I also
offerred to prov1de a key liaison role for the ALP with north ‘
coast environmental and community organisations.

‘Those offers were made because your Shadow Cabinet has been
remarkable for their lack of crediblity or action on environ-
mental matters with the exceptions of Pam Allan and Pat
Rogan. Needless to say, I'm reconsidering that offer.

Tony Doyle, the myétery man on planning pelicy, hasn't been
even remotely convincing as a skilled opponent to David Hay. -
It should be a cinch to cutshine Hay, yet given the range of
planning issues which have generated ‘environmental
controversy, his utter lack of attack has earnt him the
contempt of many local groups along the coast and throughout
the Sydney metropolitan area.

What is the ALP planning policy? When will a draft be
released for comment by community groups?

Jack Hallam, as the failed ex-Minister for Forests, has a
long and bitter history with the environmental movement. He
is regarded cynically as a hopeless performer who has not
coped with the transition to Opposition. He is openly
antagonistic to environmentalists. - ' '

He was so totally 'vyes ministered' as the Minister for



Forests that he did not, and still doesn't, realise it. He
still does not recognise the Forestry Commission as an inept,
incompetent and probably corrupt rogue agency and he
continues to parrot the FCNSW line. His draft Forest policy,
despite the best efforts of Virginia Knox, still has a long,
way to go before ;t has any credibility.

Richard Amery may be well intentioned but clearly is not on
top of the crucial Crown.lands portfolio. What is the ALP's
policy on Crown land administration? the new Act? When will a
draft policy be released?

Bob, your sideswipe at Pam Allan for being "sympathetic to
environmentalists" is greatly disturbing, since you have
publicly undermined one of the only people in the Shadow
Cabinet who have invested significant time and effort in the
North Coast electorates to build up electoral credibility for
the alternative Carr . Government. Her speech at the Coffs
anti-pulp mill rally is still remarked upon.

Pam's media profile and personal credibility, particularly in
opposing the Causley pulp mill fiasco, easily outshines any
of the lacklustre performers named above, particulary Hallam
whose been cruising the North Coast for years.

Why throw away that  investment with. such a publicly
patronising criticism? -

What's wrong with being sympathetic to environmentalists
anyway? We thought that sympathy to environmentalism was
going to be a characteristic of the Carr government? If it's
not going to be, perhaps we need to understand that right now
and make our decisions accordingly.

Pam and others have attempted to stitch up this widening tear
in your credibility with the claim that your lack of interest
~in the North Washpool wilderness is a ploy which offers
Greiner the opportunity to go one up, thus achieving our ends

Do you seriously expect me or the movement to accept that as
a credible justification? Are you sincerely happy to go down
in history as the man who Grelner bettered° It's a nice
damage control line but I won't wear it.

We've tried to work out why you've gone cold on the
environment and  haven't  come up with any rational
explanation. If you've got one - let's hear it, and the
sooner the better. : o '

Perhaps your pre-cccupied with the federal ALP brawl over
privatisation? Okay, play ALP factional games, but we want a
Premier who has his eyes on the NSW game, who can recognise
the stakes on his own patch when they are writ large.

Perhaps there's some one else in the NSW ALP who is dictating
the line, opposed to the environmental point of view. An ex-
"Minister still angry at his non-election? S0 who is running
the Opposition? And how are you going to assert your control
as Premier if you don't it now.



Bob, here's the bottom line.

Either you commit your future government to being
environmentally friendly and going a long way, if not the
whole way, towards acheiving a ecologically sustainable
future for NSW or we'll find or invent a political option
that will deliver, even if it takes another 4 years.

I won't work for a wimp who blows hot and cold and the
movement won't vote for a Premier who doesn't know where he
and his government are going. The North Coast holds the key,
environmentalism, which can unlock the whole of NSW, you can
turn it and open a door to new future. Will you?

I expect a reply to this letter. Not some trite throw away
waste of paper, a real grappling with the issues I've raised.
If I don't recieve one, either in writing or in person, and
very soon we'll both have to live with the consequences. N

Yours sincerely,
For the Land...

J.R. CORKILL
857 324 Kevin childs at work
853 440 h

proposal
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NORTH WASHPOOL

WHERE IS IT?

North Washpool is 6738 ha of land lying on the
northern border of Washpool National Park
with the Gibraltar Ranges running continuously
through the whole wilderness area.

\TENTERFIELD 40 km

' NORTH WASHPOOL

" WASHPOOL

NATIONAL
PARK

GLEN INNES £5%m

GRAFTON 70km |

EFFECT

If the Director of the National Parks and
Wildlife Service and the N.S.W. Government
accept the proposal to protect North Wash-
pool as wilderness, it will more strongly than
anything yet done, prove the Government’s
already stated conviction to commitment to
wilderness preservation and the social import-
ance of such acts.

~ The means of protection we are proposing
involves continued management of North
Washpool as wilderness through a Wilderness
Protection Agreement negotiated with the
Forestry Commission.

If protected, North Washpool will continue
to provide recreation opportunities for now
and in the future.

WHAT CAN | DO?

1) Write to the Premier, Mr. Nick Greiner,

¢/- Parliament House, Macquarie St., Sydney,
urging him-to protect the North Washpool
Wilderness and fulfill hi§--government’s
commitment to wilderness protection in N.S.W.

2) Write to your local member of the N.S.W.
Parliament.

3) Join the Wilderness Society or make a
donation.

4) Be aware of the S|tuat:on and tell your
friends about it.

For more information contact
% The Wllderness Society
Shop 2

93 Faulkner St

Armidale

ph (067) 711155
Sydney ph (02) 2677929
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WILDERNESS AREAS -
WHAT ARE THEY?

In 1987 the N.S.W. Government passed the
Wilderness Act. This allows the Director of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service to recog-
nise an area of the natural environment which
is of outstanding importance as unspoiled
nature and declare it to be a wildernessareato
be specially .preserved in its wild state.

A wilderness area is much more than a
national park. While national parks are also
important, a wilderness area is designated to
be preserved inits natural state, as nearasthis
can be done. It does not mean closing it off
from the rest of the world. To preserve its
wilderness qualities, some restrictions are
placed upon its use by people. These re-

. strictions do not stop, and in fact enhance the
quality of bush walking, sight seeing and other
activities compatible with the wild state of the
area. :

The Wilderness Society actively supports
the National Parks and Wildlife Serviceand the
State Government in helping the Wilderness
Act to operate and protect areas of special
“interest for the future.

WASHPOOL WILDERNESS

In 1986 Washpool National Park was de-
clared a wilderness area. Washpool is the
largest area of wild rainforest in N.S\W. The
rainforests of the Washpool region are of such
importance that those within the national park
have been placed upcn the World Heritage
List.

The Washpool wilderness area is an import-
ant asset for the people of N.S.W. and Australia,
but an important area of land was left out in
1986. This area is North Washpool.

WHAT IS IT?

North Washpool's diverse natural eco-
systems are cantinuous with those of Wash-
poo! National Park which has already been
recognised as having highly valuable rain-
forests and coachwood stands.

Within North Washpool are Desert and

Malara Creeks catching water from both sides
of the Gibraltar Range. In places, the slopes of

these twocreeks arethe steepestinthe Wash-

pool area, running into narrow gullies and
waterfalls. In other places, the creeks are slow
clear streams with river gravel bottoms and
large still pools. ’

The -area contains large open forests, low
wild scrub, towering rainforest, panoramas of
blue-green ridges and gullies, still water
courses fringed with ferns and palms, and
giant sentinel eucalypts.

With such a rich diversity of vegetative
habitat, the area contains a wide variety of
animal life. The Superb Lyrebird is found in
North Washpool as are the Long-nosed Poteroo,
the Brush -tailed Wallaby, the Spotted Tailed
Quoll and the Parma Wallaby. North Washpool
is so untouched that the existence or size of
some animal populations is unknown. This
adds to the magic and vitality of the area.

" Preservation of the area will permit careful,

non-intrusive study of the wildlife and habitats.

With increasing loss of forest habitat due to
agricultural and forestry practices, the larger
the area of wilderness preserved, the greater
the chance of survival for plant and animal
populations.

WHY ISN'T NORTH WASHPOOL
RECOGNISED AS
WILDERNESS?

Since 1982, North Washpool has been part
of the Billimimbra and Washpool State Forests.
When the National Park was established, North
Washpool was excluded as a concession to
forestry interests by the State Government. An
arbitrary line was drawn across the map of the
Washpool wilderness. To the north of this line
is North Washpool which has flora and fauna
‘communities identical to those south of the
line. '

WHY NOW?

In December 1988 North Washpool was
nominated as a Wilderness area under the
Wilderness Act, 1987, which requires assess-
ment by the Director of the National Parks and
Wildlife Service within two years. Within days

~of the nomination being submitted the Forestry

Commission made cle_ar its intentions to pro-
ceed with road building and logging operations.

The largest remaining tract of rainforest in
N.S.W.the Willowie Scrub, extends from Wash-
pool National Park into the North Washpool
area. Logging would therefore reduce the size
of this, the world's largest coachwood forest.

If logged, the "wilderness value of North
Washpool will be lost forever, and logging
would reach the boundary of Washpool
National Park, taking from it a major protection
against fire and noxious weeds.

Ifitis kept asawilderness area,itwill provide
substantial protection for the Washpool area
already recognised as wilderness and show
respect for the wilderness qualities of North -
Washpool which also need formal recognition.



@fgﬁ/w@_._w i

N ,%f&;af(
&nw
/ 57;60014

/‘?z/v st
Z&v

0/(/

/Mw

Pl Eﬂ/r/w J'MH

//afisa\,

Mm

®

*__mﬁﬁfa@w_*

: F}%@KiMk"_
o nese
E Mﬂa7 Mﬁm 0710-/:2 -~ har .
- g?f - Wuﬁ}zm
&7 2 ‘
5,7% W g

S PP

QTMH
WKFZ'P',- U Bl Bqﬁm Q%
R L'IW _
M Brmﬂm.,w@ —+ M»Mz_ e (E;a,ﬁzﬂ,
e e/ “’P T
o . _
_ ;4117 e :




\

ek mmﬁyé/ P Moo __r€ Jpif Wes'

E’_’wﬁ’é@:‘)’{lf;’ 3’2 %Um ¢ @‘w&&r Mﬂlmxﬁésfe&m
________ ﬂ//// 2652,0% }’sz/ sl s u*? ’L B B . B "i o

o LR me? A‘f‘/m«—/cvwaa P -
-

&—é&’ Aaf S&Cf 225 W ;ﬁ‘__g;fj % &C_ W#L

o Ecéfén?’a“_t,,,x/ms Pl o £;ﬁmﬁ

oS~ ooaew.




Vot o Boe al p Glaguat.  27-9%

,;C;guu, V. subdped _ grfeasce  baes

Tm wv«»*s _ Ww Tmn/a@v" Bé-ﬂ( gﬂg Wé?q_ “mh H-
(@ﬂ Luﬁ L e Nfﬁﬁgfﬁmkﬂf Lqﬁ%_@&u%dﬂ*

Te. Jeg Ms’f«»j R

Qéﬂ 1500 ,200@ B Qw&éu; @mw @Ioe o

(Lm e o Ty foi )
o | Surmetlens. praL Lopengess S L

__ff}ha—% Lo lefhes % ﬂhmm/ + brtire I
Tawaee hd. i hagwt M@M 2
P ol

02 S85 6517 . < owmag N

t\__l\
o
—_—

KN
[

R ié%rf{' _{/J ower 5&% i N e ?’Lf-:?"z’

- lwe - b e E G ALEP
T2, it by CoRSC. ugeeow RRA P T e
ot e we W"‘:";, N JP(J -



0
' O:.:)A«y\
V‘éf'// |

f@“’!j o] 1
Z A /W fu

f/ jo
é

W@/[{
@y
Mi 6
v Qg
f
é;j &

N



FRPAON Covmub-Flau < I, bdde 1998 ga s

- PENELOPE J. FIGGIS

Environmental Consultant

4 Wooleolt Stred!

. . . X Waverton 2060
DZ M«/ MM o Phone: (02) 957 6815

Fax: (02) 957 G813 (manual)
ﬂzgu/v ' ﬁ“"?’ ?% “e

Lear ot
dre

/ﬂ-d-ﬂ? A Of Muﬂy«o (fu,(_, _,.Ju,/._}? ’
A gt ‘/M%f a2 /A/M Aot Adlevelnclacs

P

~
i A fw Nl 74@« Mo Aocht g
Aot

frew Ao O PReL pade a oo

o
G;Z_ g50 M AN Ce . as A Sread z:aﬁ,l»-;émﬁfm»'

e AR Al ot i M pukiie

[heecr

7

100% Austrolicn recyeled popes

- ++ v ERl &



TIM ROBERTSON,

BARRISTER-AT-LAW,

FREDERICK JORDAN CHAMBERS,

233 MACQUARIE STREET,

SYDNEY. 2000 - . _ 3.30pm 30.10.1990

DEAR TIM,

PLEASE FIND ATTACHED TWC DRAFTS OF NEWS RELEASE I WISH TO
BROADCAST A.S.A.P. '

I HAVE SPOKEN TO BRUCE WOOLF AND HE SUGGESTED A FEW CHANGES
WHICH ARE INCORPORATED IN THE SECOND DRAFT.

BRUCE RECOMMENDED THAT I CHECK THIS WITH YQOU. BEFORE I RELEASE
IT, WHICH I AM HAPPY TO DO.

I REALISE THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE DEFAMATORY, EVEN THOUGH
NC PERSON IS NAMED.

CAN YOU ADVISE ME OF AMENDMENTS YOU RECOMMEND, AND WHICH KEEP
THE PUNCH IN THE STATEMENT, AND THE DEFENCES AVAILABLE: i.e.
TRUTH, PUBLIC INTEREST etc WHICH I MAY RELY UPON.

BRUCE'S MAJOR PROBLEM IS MY ALLEGING THAT THERE HAS BEEN A
CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY.

ARE THERE GROUNDS FOR SUCH AN ASSERTION? e.g. THAT WHAT WAS

ATTEMPTED WAS A CONTINUATION OF 'ILLEGAL LOGGING IN BREACH OF

THE E.P.A. ACT AND THUS A CRIMINAL QOFFENCE.

IS IT NECESSARY TO MENTION THE WORD 'CRIMINAL' IN ORDER TO
HAVE A PUNCHY STATEMENT?

I MUST ANSWER BAIL -IN WAUCHOPE ON THURSDAY FOR MY ARREST IN
THE FOREST AT BELLANGRY AND SO I WILL NEED TO .BE TRAVELLING
ON WEDNESDAY (TOMORROW) AFTERNOON. CONSEQUENTLY I WILL NEED
TO GET THIS NEWS RELEASE OUT EARLY IN THE MORNING.

PLEASE PHONE ME AT HOME THIS EVENING 02 660 3496 OR EARLY
TOMORROW, AFTER 6.30 am AND LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK.
ALTERNATELY YOU MAY CARE TO MARK AMENDMENTS ON THE DRAFT AND
FAX THEM BACK TO ME ON 02 247 5945.

1'M MEETING WEST'S STAFFER AT 5pm TODAY TUESDAY AND HAVE
ASKED FOR AN APOINTMENT WITH THE CABINET OFFICE-.NO ANSWER
FROM THEM AS YET.

PAM ALLAN HAS BEEN VERY GOOD ON RADIO TODAY - BUT THERE'S
BEEN NOTHING FROM CARR AS YET. )

THANKS VERY MUCH FOR ALL YOUR HELP AND YOUR SKILLFUL ADVOCACY

YOURS SINCERELY,
FOR THE LAND.

M
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Dadd Nal
FIRST DRAFT
NEWS RELEASE - 30.10.1990

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY IN FORESTRY COMMISSION ALLEGED

A criminal conspiracy had been entered into by senior
officers of the Forestry Commission of NSW (FCNSW) in an
‘attempt to pervert the course of justice according to
allegations made by NEFA spokesman Mr John Corkill.

Mr Corkill said that it was clear that senior officers of the
Commission had made a decision not to refer relevant and
important documents to the Land and Environment Court for the
hearing of the North Washpool injunction. S .

"Those senior officers of the Commission did not advise a
consultant economist, Ms Diana Gibbs, of the availability of
33,000 m3 of alternative hardwood sawlogs or of the non-
necessity of rainforest logging given the willingness of the
Big River Timber company to substitute plantation pine for
its rainforest quota," he said.

"The failure to refer these relevant documents to Ms Gibbs
resulted in her giving unreliable evidence to the Court of .
dire consequences for the north coast timber industry if the.
North Washpool area was not to be logged. That evidence could
not have been arrived at if she were in full possession of
the facts," Mr Corkill said. : :

"Her opinion of ' consequences was therefore shaped by the
information provided, or not provided, by FCNSW. There
appears to have been a deliberate intention by certain senior
FCNSW officers to direct her evidence by withholding
documents which did not support the Commission's preferred
view: that North Washpool must be logged,"” Mr Corkill said.

Mr Corkill demanded that the Premier institute an immediate
inquiry into the operations of the FCNSW and and its attempts
-to mislead the Cabinet and the Land and Environment Court.

' Mr Corkill called on the Minister for Forests to stand down
all FCNSW staff involved in the conspiracy not to provide
relevant information pending the report of such an inquiry.

"That inquiry must hear evidence that Commission staff had
falsely recorded information about the history of logging in
the North Washpool area and had permitted unlawful rainforest
logging. It is not good enough for the Commissioner for
Forests, Dr Drielsma, to allege that they had not 'knowingly'
breached the 1law. The FCNSW has acted recklessly and without
due regard for processes under the Forestry Act, 1916 or the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.

.2/.



Dt Mo 1

"It 1is intolerable to think that these senior staff will
continue to make decisions about the management of our public
forests, such as the  Chaelundi State Forest, in the face of
these very serious allegations about' their propriety." Mr
Corkill said.

-2-

"If the opublic -is to have any confidence in the proper
administration of public law these people must be immediately
removed from the positions of trust which they have abused,”
said Mr .Corkill.

For more info phone John Corkill 02 2474 206 w 02 660 3496 h
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N.8.W. FOREBT PRODUCTS ABS0OCIATION L.TD,

ta

Associatlion, 28/9/90.

Statement ispueqwgg_QE,cglgg_norbeqL‘yanaggt, NSW Forest Products

1.30 REPORT MISLEAD UNITY QN FO S8U

On Thursday, 27th Septembar, 1980 the 7.30 Repdrt on ABC

Televislon aired a report concerning the North Washpool forests
on the North coast of NSW.

Unfortunately the A.B.C. is not subject to the same contrels and
review processes that apply in commercial television, however I
feel it is important to for this Association to express its
disappointment at the failure of the "7.30 Report" to aven
attempt to provide a balanced and ratianal argument.

Surely it 1s the responsibility of the A.B.C. to bring before the
community in an impartial and factual manner; sensitive political
and environmental guestions, When brought before the community
in this way, the A.B.C. can feel comfortable in the knowledge
that the consequent declsions made by viewers are based on truth.

There were many emotive and delibverately misleading statements in
the segment including the introductory remarks by Quentin
Dempster where he alluded to the State Government having "sealed
the fate" of the North Washpool State forests.

Not only ie that statement wrong, but it is deliberately designed
to arcose emotional and irrational feelings, and is a reflection,
yet again, of the dellberate deterioration of the once proud
reporting atandards of the A.B.C.

The Assccilation atands ready &t any time to provida factual,
provable data on this issue to the media and the public and we
urge them not to nccept the A.B.C.'s reporting of the Forest
issues in NSW as being factual and/or impartial. We can prove to
the vast majority of the community that, on a scientifically
sustainable basie¢ ;| Forestry truly is a plus for the envircnment.

ends....28/9/90

For further information please contact Colin Dorber {02) 264 1633

or AH {(02) 981 4596 or Anna Farr, Media Liaison Officer on (02)
264 1633 or AH (02) 2058507,

TREES — AUSTRALIA'S RENEWABLE RESOURCE.



New South Wales. Government w

Dear Mr Gordon

N — N —

Forestry Commission of N.S.w.

Forestrv Office

Mr Ken Gordon ) PO Box J19

Malabugilmah ’ . COFFS HARBOUR JETTY 2450
c¢/- Post Office ; _ QOur reference: py 1504 Mr Bruce

BARYULGIL NSW 2460

. : ' ¢ Telephongyss 528172
: ) Fax: 066 528462

23.04.1990

The purpose of this letter is to record the outcome of discussions on
Thursday, April 19 at Malabugilmah involving yourself and other representatives
of the Bundjalung Community, Andrew Chalk of ‘the Aboriginal Legal Service, Klim
Gollan of the National Parks & Wildlife Service, and Peter Paunovic and myself

representing the Forestry Commission.

. According to my interpretgtion, the main points to emerge are as follows

i} dubject <to some amendments that were organised on April i3, the Community
accepts Trevor Donnelly’s report. . . : ' :

2) ‘The Community wishes to be involved in the management of the Desert Creek
catchment, They believe that the best way to achieve this would be to have the
whole of the catchment declared an Aboriginal place under Section 84 of the
National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974,

3) The area covered by the Aboriginal place would be managed according to a
nanagement plan to be prepared by the Forestry Commission in consultation with
the Bundjalung Community and the National Parks & Wildlife Service,

4) An essential part of the Aboriginal place will be a core area,- generally
as shown on the attached sketch but with the understanding that some minor
boundary changes might be necessary to permit road construction to log areas
outside the core ares;

‘No new roading would be permitted within the core area, but there would
be no objection to use of the existing road.

No logging would be permitted within the core area.

The core area encompasses about 1132 hectares or 2797 acres.

" 5) The Forestry Commission agrees to shift the existing road, if possible,

" te avoid Site 6, and to carry out any restoration work to that site that the

Community might request.



-2-

6) The Community agrees with the statement in Trevor Donnelly's report that
there are no known siteson Billilimbra State Forest. '

~ There would therefore be no objection to the Forestry Commission carrying
out road survey in this area, commencing from about the end of Berry Road, on
the firm understanding that the Commission would engage one or two members of
the Community to check the survey line for sites before commencing any road
construction. If sany significant sites were detected, there would be nec
construction until adequate measures-for protection had been agreed upon by the
Community, the National Parks & Wildlife Service, and the Commission.

7) The Community has no objectidn to the public release of Trevor Donnelly’'s
report, provided that the map showing the specific sites is removed.

As discussed, I shall send a copy of this letter to my Head Office-for(:E
congideration. I would be grateful if you would distribute the attached copies
among the Community, and let me know if there is any basic disagreement with
the above statements. E ‘

1 would like to thank Community representatives for the courteous and
honest manner in which they have conducted negotiations. ‘I believe that we
have developed a good working relationship, and I trust that we'can work
together to safeguard those areas most precious to you, yet log less sensitive
areas in order to supply timber to the public and paintain employment in the
timber industry. ' ‘ o T

Yours sincerely

§Dven

JOHN BRUCE
Regional Forester (:
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N.E.F.A.
7% NORTH EAST

SYDNEY: NSW Environment Centre, 39 George St, The Rocks. 2000. Ph. 02 2474 206, Fx 02 2475 945
. LISMORE :The Big Scrub Environment Centre [nc, B8A Keen St, Lismore. 2480. Ph 066 213 278, Fx 066 219 420

-

ATTENTION: CHIEF OF STAFF 29.10.1990
~ NRN 11/8 TV,
PETERSON ROAD,
COFFS HARBOUR.
per Fax No. 066 521 542
<< EXCLUSIVE MEDIA ACCESS >>

CORKILL vs. FORESTRY COMMISSION OF NSW - NORTH WASHPOOL ‘

An inspection of the North Washpdol forests will take place
on Monday 1.10.1990 by the applicant in court proceedings, MR
JOHN CORKILL, who will comment on legal and political actions

Also in attendance will be MR DAILAN PUGH, -Far North Coast
N.E.¥.A. spokesperson and DR PAUL ADAM, Senior Lecturer in
Botany at University of N.S.W and author of NEW SOUTH WALES
RAINFORESTS - THE NOMINATION FOR THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST.
Both will be available for comment. o

An exclusive invitation is extended to 11/8 TV to join this
party for an excursion into the North Washpool forest, to
film interviews and file footage of the area under contention
in the Land and Environment Court.

The Forest has been opened by the FCNSW and there are no
difficulties with access to the forest. 4WD transport into
the forest will be provided. TV crew should bring their lunch

It is planned to fly into Grafton Airport at 8.45 - 9.00am
Monday 1.10.1990. TV crew should meet us then and travel in
convoy to the forest.

We plan to return to Grafton.airport approx. 5.30pm. .

[(There is an outside chance we may be able to land much
closer to the forest at Yugilbah Station airport - We are
awaiting clearance to land from Melbourne. ]

If this is the case we will phone 11/8 TV and advise.

For more information: Ph. John Corkill 02 660 3496 h.



THE  recent ‘article
‘Desert Creek in- Danger’
by ° the Big Scrub
Environment Centre is
misleading to say the
least. .
- This area adjoins what
was Washpool State
Forest but is now
Washpool National Park.

AR

. It was. covered ? the -

Washpool EIS, and was
guaranteed to the timber
industry by the
government of the day
when they decided that

area ~should ‘become
National Pask. =~ = .
fThe National Park,

iscidentally, contains the -

Willowie Scrub which is
the often-mentioned
biggest ~area .of
coachwood-dominated
rainforest in the worid.

s It is not surprising that -

NSW should have the

- the bulk of the Washpool .

bigpest area of .

cbachwood, because the :

species occurs only in
NSW and. southern
Queensland. :

- The rainforest on State
Forest will not be ‘logged,

burnt out' and converted
1o open eucalypt forest’ as -

s ¢laimed. )
To meet the commit-

ment made by the

previous Government,
appropriate areas of
rainforest will be logged,
but they will be logged
selectively. ]
Rainforest logged in
this manner recovers quite
well and quite quickly.
Very considerable areas
that had been logged in a
similar fashion, or in cases
more heavily, were
included in ashpool,
Border Ranges, Nightcap

and Dorrigo National

Park, and were accepied
without hesitation for
World Heritage listing.

Finally, the main
logging in the - Desert
Fresle < an widll not he of
e .o . upecies but of
hardwoods. ‘

Their  ability to
regencrate and recover is
well known.

SR
JOHN THe
BEAVT,
A0UN
BRUCE

im0

cb}ﬁ{?ﬁf

- O™ N —

MO o -

[+]

2 a.



1 September, 1989

What's Happening in Washpool?

"In recent weeks there have been media reports about
environmental opposition to logging in parts of Washpool
State Forest on the State's far North Coast. 1In order to
put the issue in the correct perspective, FPA has
prepared this brief account of why, how and when these
forests will be logged.

History

The forests involved are part of the Casino West _
Management Area and were dedicated for timber production
purposes in 1917 and 1927. Both rainforest and hardwood
timbers were obtained from the forests in varying
gquantities over the period 1920 to 1983. These supplied
sawmills in Casino, Bonalbo and Grafton, and Big River
Timbers' veneer mill at Junction Hill. '

Thé Rainforest Decision

In 1982, following three years of heated debate, most of
the Washpool State Forest was converted to National Park,
and all logging and roading was halted. This was despite
the preparation of a detailed Environmental Impact
Statement by the Forestry Commission, explaining the
reasons for proposed logging and the measures to be
implemented to avoid environmental damage.

In creating the new National Park the then State
Government, under Premier Neville Wran, pledged that an
«rea of forest on the northern edge of Washpeool (known as
Areas 6a, 7a and 7b) would be retained as State Forest
for timber supply. .This was.to soften the blow of timber
quota reductions as a result of the ioss of the bulk of
the Washpool resource. :

With respect to rainforest timbers, the Government's
decision, published on 26th October, 1982, states:

"Big River Timbers is to make a transition
from rainforest timbers to non-rainforest

timbers. From the 1982/83 quota year it
-will be allocated -a reduced volume of
rainforest timbers from Areas 6a, 6b and 7b.

of Washpool".

/2

P.O. Box 903. Darlinghurst. N.SW., 2010 Telephone 264 1633



The decision to log these areas of Washpool State FPorest - known
in the Casino West Management Plan as the Desert Creek area -
results from direct State Government decisions to prohibit
logging in the greater part of the Washpool area.

The areas do not, as has been claimed, include the Willowie
Scrub, a large cocachwood rainforest, This is located entirely
within the new Washpool National Park,.

Current Timber Resources

The Washpool fcrests currently supply brushwood logs to Big River
Timbers at a rate of about 500 m3 per annum. However the area
also supplies a wmuch larger volume of hardwood sawlogs, at a rate
of some 10,000 cubic metres per annum, to sawmills in Casino,
Sandilands and Grafton.

The total number of person-years of employment based on these
resources is around 600, up until the year 2010. After that date
the forests will be left to re-grow for a second cutting cycle in
approximately 40 years.

Why not Leave the Forests Untouched?

The North Washpool forests form an essential part of the hardwood
and brushwood resources of the Grafton and Casino West Forest
Management Areas,

Without these rescurces local mills would shut down and the
community would have to rely more heavily on imports of forest
products from other countries (currently running at about $1.6
billion per annum).

Both the Grafton and Casinc West Management Areas are managed on
a strict policy of sustained yield. This means that the forests,
while providing timber for local industry, the economy and for
export, are being protected for long-term productivity.

The timber industry believes that the 1982 Rainforest Decision
should have seen an end to disputation regarding these forests.
That decision provided for the large Washpool National Park to be
created, but also provided for the continued operation of the
local timber industry from these North Washpool forests.

The industry believes the environment movement should honour the
1982 Decision, and end the confrontation regarding harvesting in
these forests.



e CJ-The BngScmb Emzronmﬂ%zﬁif’&éh Kéms'l' L.:émre, 2460, 065 213278,

__

Mr Bruce Woolf,

Hillman and Woolf, :
10th Floor, 82 Elizabeth Street,
Sydney NSH 2000

% - .. PN PR
- - TLI -

Dear Hr Woolf,

Dailan Pugh has asked me to 1nforn you of the detaile of a
meeting on Thuraday 12th July 1990 at theuCaslno District Office
of the NSW Forestry Commission between Forestry Commision officers -
and North East Forest Alliance representatives 1nc1uding myself.

I took hand written notes throughout the -eeting .

With regard to the proposed foreatry operatione at North Washpool ,
the officers of the Forestry Commission said, to the best of my
knowledge uord to the effect that:- . .

- harvesting u111 conmence along Berry-Road in a month;

.- a road survey gang will start at the same time to determine the
location of the proposed road into Billimbra State Forest;

- construction of the road u111 connen”e when the survey is
completed; :

- no archaeological survey w111 be conducted in the North Haehpool
area prior to the construction of the proposed road as it is
too difficult to gain access with the necessary equipment;

.- the Forestry Commission will not be conducting any other surveys

'~ (eg, flora & fauna) for the same reéigons, “and because they feel
adequate research has_ been done in other areas of the state.

- an archaeological survey ‘may be undertaken after the road has :
been constructed. )

 Should you require any'clarificatien of the information obteined
from the meeting please do not hesitae to contact me at the above
address. I am willing to make an affadavit if necessary,

for our forests,

Andrew Steed.

B TP L RSP L ¥ -,
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Tel:;

Fax:
DX

TIM ROBERTSON
(02) 229 7337 Frederick Jordan Chambers
(02) 221 6036 233 Macquarie Street
450  SYDNEY Sydney N.S.W. 2000

26 September 1990,

Mr Bob Carr,

Leader of the Opposition,
Parliament House,
Macguarie Street,

SYDNEY NSwW 20400.

Dear Bob,

RE:

NORTH WASHPOOL

I refer to our oval table conference on 10 September 1990
concerning this matter.

As you know, a problem has arisen about the precise terms of
the 1982 Rainforest Policy decision. Since our conference I
have had the cpportunity of discussions with some
participants including John Whitehouse and Neville Wran and
I have read the Cabinet papers. 1In relation to Washpool,
the 1982 Rainforest Policy decision was as follows:

1.

The remaining allocation of rainforest timbers to Big
River Timbers Pty Ltd ("BRT") from the 1982/3 year be
halved to a maximum volume of 25,300 cubic metres.
This was a total terminating quota not a yearly quota
and it constituted a reduction in total quota from
67,862 cubic metres (as at 31 May 1980).

Source: The reduction in quota was proposed in the
DEP's Environmental Impact Assessment entitled
"Proposed Forest Operations in the Washpool Area" (May
1982) at pages 136-137. The proposal was crystallized
in the Paper presented by the Minister for Planning and
Environment to Cabinet on 25 October 1982 entitled
"Rainforest", being recommendation 1 (p. 51).

Cabinet's decision was recorded in notes prepared by



e

2

the Secretary to Cabinet, the Hon. Terry Sheahan, MP.
The decision was announced in an annexure to the

Premier's press statement of 26 October 1982 entitled
"Government Peolicy on Rainforests", Washpoel, para 1.

The Government will assist BRT in obtaining alternative
non-rainforest timbers during an eight year transition
from rainforest timbers.

Source: The DEP EIA Report nominated 8 quota years for
BRT to exhaust the 25,300 cubic metres of timber in
Table 23 (p. 137). The "Rainforest" paper circulated
to Cabinet by the Minister for Planning and Environment
did not suggest an 8 vear phase out pericd although its
recommendations relating to general policy suggested
that "rainforest logging be rapidly phased ocut". The
Sheahan notes approved the recommendaticons in the
"Rainforest" document with immaterial qualifications
and no reference to an 8 year phase out period. The
published "Government Policy on Rainforests" states the
policy I have outlined in this paragraph (para 1). The
published document was approved by the then Premier
before its releage to the media. Indeed, Mr Whitehouse
recalls that it was jointly authored by him and the
then Assistant Commissioner of Forests.

The 25,300 cubic metres total quota of rainforest
timbers should be obtained from the areas identified on
page 266 of the DEP EIA Report (Attachment 2) or area
6B (Desert Creek, North Washpool) and area 7B (Malara
Creek, North Washpool). Areas 6B and 7B were not to be
logged unless supplies from the alternative rainforest
sources identified in the Report were exhausted before
the fulfilment of the total quota.

Source: Recommendation 2, "Rainforest"” as adopted and
altered (to add the balance of area 7B) as recorded in
Sheahan's notes. The published "Government Policy on
Rainforest" does not disclose Cabinet's decision as
recorded by Sheahan to require the exhaustion of
alternative areas before rainforest in North Washpool
is logged.

Hardwood mills in the Casino West Management area will
be maintained for their current projected life and they
will be required to utilize as large as practicable
volume of ex—quota logs with additional supplies from
North Washpool. The "current projected life" of
hardwood mills is a reference to the 30 vear life
predicted in the 1980 EIS from 1962.
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Source: "Rainforest", recommendation 3, Sheahan's
notes and "Government Policy on Rainforest" (para 3).

5. Those parts of areas 6B and 7B at North Washpool which
are not required to meet the remainder of the BRT
rainforest timber quota or the remainder of the
hardwood supplies to the hardwood mills in the Casino
West Management area will be reserved as National Park.
By inference, this would not occur before 1990 by which
time the BRT quota was expected to be satisfied.

Source: "Rainforest" (recommendation 5), Sheahan's
notes. The published "Government Policy on Rainforest"
makes no reference to the Cabinet decision to add those
parts of North Washpool not used for guota purposes to
the Washpool National Park.

6. The Government will assist BRT in regard to technology
and access to alternative sources of timber currently
in private ownership, including the possible use of a
State Environmmental Planning Policy or special
legislation. A "rainforest fund" will be established
with an initial sum of $1 m to promote and encourage
the development of new technologies and assist affected
industries during the transition period in which the
change of policy will be implemented. The FORTECH
report on alternative timber supplies to Washpool (DEP
EIA report, pp. 222-325) to be taken into account by
-the Forestry Commission in identifying alternative
timber supplies.

Source: "Rainforest" recommendations 5 and 6,
Sheahan's notes, and "Government Policy on
Rainforests".

With great respect to those whose recollections differ, the
documentary evidence is compelling. Cabinet decided in 1982
to phase out rainforest logging. It specified with great
precision the places from which the timber was to be taken
during the transitional period, the amount of timber to be
taken, the company which was entitled to take that timber
and the period during which the timber could be taken. John
wWhitehouse believes that the quota has been exhausted. We
are endeaveuring to confirm this.

By now permitting logging of rainforests and wet sclerophyll
hardwood with rainforest emergents in the mesic understorey,
the Government is rejec¢ting the 1982 decision. It is
obvious that Greiner's press release, which cleverly asserts
that by permitting the logging of North Washpool he is
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merely following Labor policy, was issued in ignorance of
the terms of that policy.

I understand that the Forestry Commission asserts that the
1982 Pclicy was amended in 1983 to remove the eight year
phasing out pericod (and, it seems, the quota). All the
evidence suggests that any such decision was not taken by
Cabinet and, indeed, would have been contrary to both the
spirit and the letter of the 1982 decision. It appears that
the decision (if it existed) was a private initiative of the
then Minister for Forests, Mr Gordon.

I have asked Mr Wran toc write to you setting out his
recollection of the matter once it was refreshed by
reference to documents and discussions with colleagues. I
am copying this letter to him,

Best regards.

Yours sincerely,

TIM ROBERTSON.

Attach,

CC: Mr N Wran
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MINISTERIAL BRIEFING PAPER - WASHPOOL WILDERNESS - AUG. 1990

The Wilderness Society (TWS) and North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) believe the following crucial points should be kept
in mind when considering the Washpool Wilderness Assessment:

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. .The 1982 Wran Government's landmark Rainforest Decision
was concerned with rainforest, not wilderness.
Political compromises included drawing an arbitrary
line through Washpool's Willowie Scrub, the largest
continuous stand of Coachwood forest in Australia and
the world. ' . :

2. A decision 8 vyears out of date does not pre-empt a
decision on wilderness protection. The Wilderness A«ct
1987, which was supported by the Coalition Parties in
Opposition, requires a decision on wilderness values
identified by NPWS. ~ ' .

3. Despite unanimous support for the Act, the Coalition
has been unconvincing in its commitment to the
Wilderness Act:. e.g Coolangubra Wilderness nomination.

4. Projected disastrous job losses and 'profit reductions’
have not occurred following the 1982 decision. Economic
consequences of North Washpool's profection projected
by industry sources will reflect vested interests, are
likely to be inflated and require independent review.

5. Forestry Commission (FCNSW) evaluations of available
alternative resources have been pessimistic and
unreliable. Recent 1990 re-evaluations of resource
availability indicate greater alternative resources

., exist than have been previously disclosed. These re-
evaluations need independent review and verification.

6. Legal counsel has provided written Advice on the _
validity of the 1980 Washpool EIS for proposed works in
1990. It indicates that- the EIS fails all the tests for
an adequate EIS. Action is being commenced in the Land
and Environment Court to prevent pre-emptive works
until the EPA Act is complied with. The proposed
logging is not a legaldy available option at this time.

7. Community support for protection of forest wilderness
continues to be high. Without decisive action to
protect surviving wilderness, the Government cannot be
recognised as adequately addressing the ecological
imperative. :



HISTORY OF WASHPOOL I[SSUL-

An Environmental Tmpact Statement (EIS) for the whole of the
Washpool area‘covering approximately 42 000 ha was produced by the
Forestry Commission (FONSW) in L1980. :

This EIS was very severely criticised by the NPWS in 1981, hy .
Department of Environment and Planning in 1982 and again in 1983 by
Dr Fox, from the National Herbarium, in a review prepared for the )
DEP..A11 concluded the ETIS was inadequate  and did not aeet
reguirement:s of Part V of the EPA Act. :

As part of the Wran Government's 1982 "Rainforest Decision" nearly
28 000 ha was protected as Washpool National Park whilst a further
7000 ha was made available to the timber industry in washpool and
Billilimbra State Forests. This area, arbitarily ommitted, is known
as North Washpool. : :

In 198%, Washpool National Park was declared a wilderness area
under the NPW Act 1974 and was nominated for World Heritage
Listing. It was accepted and included in the World Heritage Listing
of NSW rainforests in 1$86 partly because of the importanca of the
Willowie Serub, the largest coachwood forest in the world. At
least 16 percent of the Willowie Scrub is in North Washpoctl,
outside the Park. :

The North Washpool area was nominated by the wWilderness Sociaety
under the Wilderness Act in 1988 to seek the secure protection of
the whole of the Scrub and to maintain the wilderness values of the
greater .Washpool ecosvstem. '

when the Forestrv Commission of NSW (FCN3W) was informed Norin
Washpool's the wilderness nomination, it informed The Wilderness
Society it was due to proceed immediately with roading operations
inte the nominated area.

- ’ : .
Interim protection was reguested in January 1989, and again in
March 1990, but was twice refused by Minister Tim Moore.

Roading commencad into Desert Creek catchment (Washpool 3F! and The
Wilderness Society and NEFA, along with other north coast
conservation groups, blockaded the roading operations in August
19289, ' '

Roadwork was called to a halt and the blockade was lifted witen
FCNSW agreed Lo undertake an archaeological survey on the
Aboriginal sites in the area. A brief anthropological survey wWas
completed of part of the area proposed for logging.

An 1100 ha Aboriginal Place is proposed to be created in Washpool
SF, vet no formal declaration or gazettal has occurred. Other areas
of Aboriginal significance haven't been identified by FCNSW and
will be threatened by proposed wOrﬁﬁ.

Work was due to recommence in August 1990 but atter representation
‘to the new Minister for Forests, Gary West, and the Minister for
the Environment, Tim Moore, it was determined that work would not
proceed until the wilderness Assessment by the NPWS had been
considered by Cabinet. )

Further contacts: Havdn Washington (TWS) 969 9090, Elise Newbury
(TWS) 267 7929 or John Corkill (NEFA) 247 4206.
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ON FOR WILDERNESS LTD.

Saturday September 1, 14980

The Hon Nick Greiner

Premier of New South Wales
“Parlisment House

Macguarie Strest

SYDNEY NSW 2000

§

Dear Nr Greiner,
Prgtgénign of ;hglﬂgghndol Wildarness

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness strongly supports the
Washpool wilderness nomination of 34,700 hecteres submitted
by the Armidale Branch of The Wilderness Society. The
Foundation requests that your Government immediately

dedicate the Washpool wilderness under the Wilderness Act,
1887. : : : :

The Foundation’'s grounds for supporting dedicdtion of the
entire wilderness, including 1t's northern section are as

follows:

1. It contains the largest mosaic of warm temperate
rainforest dominated by Coachwood and its
associetes remaining in Australia and therefore
the world; . <

2. Taking the entire erea with its mosaié bf‘

rainforests and moist eucalypt forests, this is
~the largest remaining undisturbed moist forest
wilderness in northern New South Wales;

3. The 1883 Department of Environment and Planning
study identified 501 plant species in Washpool
area, 70 of which were rare or restricted, oz
elsewise of botanical interest;

4, The Desert Creek and upper Malara Creek catchments
should. be included in the wilderness arsa to
protect the catchment and wilderness integrity of
the Willowie Scrub, a rainforest World Heritage

18 ARGYLE STREET $YDNEY + NEW SOUTH WALES « AUSTRALIA 2000 - TELEPHONE 27 4714
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Area- - it’'s intact nature excludes feral animals,
- - such as the domestic cat and the fox; and

- B,y The wilderness is one of tﬁe last refugss for the
Eastern Native Cat, long-nosed Petoroo and Brush-
tailed Wallaby. :

1882 Government Rainforest Qgéigign
The Colong Foundation calls to your ﬁﬁténtion two key
elements of the rainforest decision of 1982 as it affects

the Washpool area. The Washpool decision was for a limited
transition perigd and it was to permit technclogy change »

The Labor Government's 1982 sgreement with Big River Timbers
was for a transitionary period of about eight yvears. During -
that time, the company’s reinforest log peeling technology
was to be replaced with hardwood peeling technology.

The three forest areas of Washpool to be affected were 7(a);
7(b) and B8(b). These areas .are in the top of the Washpool
wildernesg, around. Washpool Creek and to the west: Thesge
‘areas were to be.logged during the transitionary period.

We understand<th£t'the transifioﬁary-period has now axpifed.

The fact that logging has not occurred in this controversial
area until recently..indicates these areas were not needed by
Big- River Timbers for the agreed purpose.

Preservation of the Wamhpool wilderness should take priority
over what sppears to be unnecessary logging operations by a
company unwilling to change it’'s technology within s
reasonable pericd, T

. Your 8tate Government should not support Big River Timbers’
‘claim toscalp. the northern end of the Washpool wildernsss.
The 7,000 or so hectares of pristine wilderness of Desert
and -upper Malara Creek, and the areas of secred and
historical significance to the locel Bundsjlung and Jakumbal
-aboriginal communities, should be protectad ms wilderness
within the Washpool National Park. ' e :

Yours sincerely,

K A et

Keith Muir
Project Qfficer
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HISTORY OF WASHPOOL I8SUL

An Environmental Impact dtatement (EIS) for the whole of the
Washpool arga.coyering approximately 42 0060 ha was produced by the
Forestry Conmission (FUNSW) in 1980.

This EIS was very severely criticised by the NPWS in 1981, by .
Department of Env1ro§ment and Planning in 1982 and again in 1983 by
Dr Fox, from the National Herbarium, in a review prepared for the
DBP._AI] concluded the EUS wag inadequate and 4id not maet
requirements of Part V of the EPA Act.

As part of the Wran Government{s 1982 "Rainforest Decision” nearlVy
28- 000 ha was protected as Washpool National Park whilst a further
7000 ha was made available to the timber industry in Washpeool and
*pillilimbra State Forests. This area, arbitarily ommitted, is known’
as North Washpool.

In 198%, Washpool National Park was declared a wilderness area-
under the NPW Act 1974 and was nominated for World Heritage
Listing. It was accepted and included in the World Heritage Listing
of NSW rainforests in 1986 partly because of the importance of the
Willowie Scrub, the largest coachwood forest in the world. At
least 16 percent of the Willowie Scrup is in North Washpool,
outside the Park.

The North Washpool area was nominated by the Wilderness societly
under the Wilderness Act in 1988 to seek the secure protection of
the whole of the Scrul and to maintain the wilderness values of the
greater Washpool ecosvatem. '

when the Forestry Commission of NSW {FCNSW) was informed North
Washpool's the wilderness nomination, it informed The wilderness
Society it was due to proceed immediately with roading operations
into the nominated area.

Interim protection was requested in January 1989, and again in
March 1990, but was twice refused by Minister Tim Moore.

Roading commenced into Desert Creek catchment (Washpool SF) and The
wilderness Society and NEFA, along with other north coast

conservation groups, blockaded the roading operations in August
1989. '

Roadwork was called to a halt and the blockade was lifted when
FCNSW agreed to undertake an archaeological survey on the
Aboriginal sites in the area. A brief anthropological survey was
completed of part of the area proposed for logging.

An 1100 ha Aboriginal Place is proposed to be created in wWashpool
SF, yet no formal declavration or gazettal has occurred. Other areas
of Aboriginal significance haven't been identified by FCNSW and
will be threatened by proposed wWorks. -

Wwork was due to recommence in August 1990 but after representation
to the new Minister for Forests, Gary West, and the Minister for
the Environment, Tim Moore, it was determined that work would not
proceed until the Wilderness Assessment by the NPWS had been
considered. by Cabinet.

Further contacts: Havdn Washington (TWS) 969 909¢,

Elise Newbury
{fTWSY 267 7929 or John Corkill (NEFA} 247 4206.
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MINISTERIAL BRIEFING PAPER - WASHPOOL WILDERNESS - AUG. 1990

The Wilderness Society (TWS) and North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) believe the following crucial points should be kept
~in mind when considering the Washpool %Wilderness Assessment:

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.

.The 1982 Wran Government's landmark Ralnforest DPCISIOH
was concerned with rainforest, not wilderness.
Political compromises included drawing an arbitrary
line through Washpool's Willowie Scrub, the largest
continuous stand of Coachwood forest in Australia and
the world.

" A decision 8. years out of date does not pre-empt a

decision on wilderness protection. The Wildernesa Act
1987, which was supported by the Coalition Parties in
Opposition, reqguires a decision on wilderness values

identified by NPWS.

Despite unanimous support for the Act, the Coalition
has been unconvincing in its commitment to the
Wilderness Act. e.g Coolangubra Wilderness nomination.

Projected disastrous ijob losses and 'profit redurtlons
have not occurred follow1ng the 1982 decision. Economic
consequences of North Washpool's protection projected
by industry sources will reflect vested interests, are
likely to be inflated and requlre independent review.

Forestry Commission (FCNSW) evaluations of available
alternative resources have been pessimistic and
unreliable. Recent 1990 re- evaluations of resource
availability indicate greater alternative resources
exist than have been previously disclosed. These re-
evaluatlons need independent review and verification.

Legal counsel has provided written Advice on the
validity of the 1980 Washpool EIS for proposed works in
1990. It indicates that the EIS fails all the tests for
an adequate EIS. Action is being commenced in the Land
and Environment Court to prevent. pre-emptive works
until the EPA Act .is complied with. The proposed -
logging is not a legally available option at this t1me

Community support for protectlon of forest wilderness
continues to be high. Without decisive action to
protect surviving wilderness, the Government cannot be
recognised as adequately addressing the ecologlcal
imperative. '

N.E.F.A.
NORTH - EAST
FOREST ALLIANCE

N w SYONEY: NSWEnwmﬂCm 39 Goorge St n-nm 2000. Ph. 02 2474 206, Fx 02 2475 $45
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FOREST ALLIANCE
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MEMO TO N.E.
From:

Please
Robertson

<< CONFIDENTIAL >>

F.A NETWORX Re: WASHPQOL $.F. LEGAL ACTIOR

John Corkili, Sydney NEFA Co-ordinator. 16/8/15%0

attached a copy of Counsel's Advice, Tim
Barrister-at-Law, on proposed legal action

challenging validity and adeguacy of 1980 Washpool EIS.
Please maintain this Advice securely within the NEFA network.

In summary,

Tim advises that the EIS is quite inadequate and

fails all the tests of an EIS established under 'Guthega
Development Pty Ltd v. Minister' (1986). (See para 20.)

I have
this aAdvice.

heen granted Legal Aid to allow the preparation of

The Advice has now gone to the Legal Aid

Commission to inform consideration of extending legal aid to
cover my application to commence proceedings to declare the
1980 EIS invalid and order the preparation of an adegquate EIS
which cemplies with Part Vv of the EPA Act.

An interlotutory injunction will be also applied for, to stay

any works

while the case is heard, if the FCNSW attempts to

pre-empt the hearing of the case.

I vnderstané tnaat the Legal Aid Commission is likely to
continue legal aid to cover these proceedings.

I would gresatly eppreciate comments on the strategic release
of this Advice. Do we go azhead and commence the court action

then tell

the political players? Do we release the hdvice to

the political players, Moore, West, Hay and Greiner and ask

them to

require a competent EIS, forestalling any need for

court action?

By way of update on the 51tuat10n
* West and Moore have agreed to a 4 week moratorium on works

from 10/8/90,
Assessment

to allow NPWS 2 weeks to complete Wilderness

and a further 2 weeks for Moore, West and Cabinet

to consider declaring the wilderness.

* Big

River Timbers P/L have stirred things up locally and

have called a major rally for Grafton, next Thurs 23/8/90, as

a

'show of force' of outrage at the greenies etc. Claims have

been made that Grafton will 'die' if Washpool isn't logged!

* Bruno Motaras (BRT) said on Radio 2LM that the 4 week delay
will mean months longer delay becanse of likely wet weather.

.

Ex-Minister and local MP Causley has apparently said

publicly that he will push the acceptance of logging of

Washpool

through €abinet. He will refer to the "huge' (?)

rally as 2 mandate for logging presumably.
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